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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 12

ADMINISTRATION OF HOUSING BENEFIT, &C

Administration of council tax benefit
2 In section 138 of the Social Security Administration Act 1992 (council tax benefit:

nature of benefit), at the end of subsection (1) insert—

“References in any enactment or instrument (whenever passed or made) to
payment, in relation to council tax benefit, include any of those ways of giving
the benefit.”

3 (1) Section 139 of the Social Security Administration Act 1992 (arrangements for
council tax benefit) is amended as follows.

(2) For subsections (4) and (5) (agreements with other authorities for carrying out of
functions) substitute—

“(4) Nothing in this section shall be read as excluding the general provisions of
the Local Government Act 1972 or the Local Government (Scotland) Act
1973 from applying in relation to the council tax benefit functions of a local
authority.”

(3) In subsection (7) for the words from “the benefits which will be allowed” to the end
substitute “the amount of benefit which will be paid by them in any year will not
exceed the permitted total or any subsidiary limit specified by order of the Secretary
of State.”.

(4) In subsection (9) for the words from “the benefits allowed by it” to the end substitute
“the amount of benefit paid by them in any year exceeds the permitted total or any
subsidiary limit specified by order of the Secretary of State.”.

(5) For subsection (10) substitute—

“(10) The Secretary of State—
(a) shall by order specify the permitted total of council tax benefit

payable by any authority in any year; and
(b) may by order specify one or more subsidiary limits on the amount

of council tax benefit payable by any authority in any year in respect
of any matter or matters specified in the order.

The power to specify the permitted total or a subsidiary limit may be
exercised by fixing an amount or by providing rules for its calculation.”


