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Housing Grants, Construction
and Regeneration Act 1996

1996 CHAPTER 53

E+W

An Act to make provision for grants and other assistance for housing purposes and
about action in relation to unfit housing; to amend the law relating to construction
contracts and architects; to provide grants and other assistance for regeneration and
development and in connection with clearance areas; to amend the provisions relating to
home energy efficiency schemes; to make provision in connection with the dissolution
of urban development corporations, housing action trusts and the Commission for the
New Towns; and for connected purposes. [24th July 1996]

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

Extent Information
E1  Except as otherwise provided, any amendment or repeal by this Act of an amendment has the same
extent as the enactment amended or repealed see s. 148

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1  Act: Transfer of functions in relation to Wales (1.7.1999) by S.1. 1999/672, art. 2, Sch. 1
C2  Actrestricted (21.7.1997) by 1997 c. 22, s. 27, Sch. 2 para. 17(3); S.1. 1997/1672, art. 2

Commencement Information
n Act partly in force at Royal Assent see s.150.
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PART I QIAI€

GRANTS, &C. FOR RENEWAL OF PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING

CHAPTER | JLIA @

THE MAIN GRANTS

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3  Pt.1Ch.I(ss. 1-59) excluded (17.12.1996) by S.I. 1996/2890, reg. 3(1)

Introductory

1 Grants for improvements and repairs, &c.

(1) Grants are available from local housing authorities in accordance with this Chapter
towards the cost of works required for—

(a) the improvement or repair of dwellings, houses in multiple occupation or the
common parts of buildings containing one or more flats,

(b) the provision of dwellings or houses in multiple occupation by the
conversion91. of a house or other building, and

(c) the provision of facilities for disabled persons in dwellings and in the common
parts of buildings containing one or more flats.

(2) A grant relating to—
(a) the improvement or repair of a dwelling, or
(b) the provision of dwellings by the conversion of a house or other building,
is referred to as a “renovation grant”.

(3) A grant relating to the improvement or repair of the common parts of a building is
referred to as a “common parts grant”.

(4) A grant for the provision of facilities for a disabled person—
(a) in a dwelling, or
(b) in the common parts of a building containing one or more flats,
is referred to as a “disabled facilities grant”.

(5) A grant for—
(a) the improvement or repair of a house in multiple occupation, or

(b) the provision of a house in multiple occupation by the conversion of a house
or other building,

is referred to as an “HMO grant”.

(6) In the following provisions of this Chapter the expression “grant”, without more,
means any of these types of grant.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/53/part/I/chapter/I
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2 Applications for grants.

(1) No grant shall be paid unless an application for it is made to the local housing authority
in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter and is approved by them.

(2) An application for a grant shall be in writing and shall specify the premises to which
it relates and contain—

(a) particulars of the works in respect of which the grant is sought (in this Chapter
referred to as the “relevant works”);

(b) unless the local housing authority otherwise direct in any particular case, at
least two estimates from different contractors of the cost of carrying out the
relevant works;

(¢c) particulars of any preliminary or ancillary services and charges in respect of
the cost of which the grant is also sought; and

(d) such other particulars as may be prescribed.

(3) In this Chapter “preliminary or ancillary services and charges”, in relation to an
application for a grant, means services and charges which—

(a) relate to the application and the preparation for and the carrying out of works,
and

(b) are specified for the purposes of this subsection by order of the Secretary of
State.

(4) The Secretary of State may by regulations prescribe a form of application for a grant
and an application for a grant to which any such regulations apply is not validly made
unless it is in the prescribed form.

Commencement Information
12 S. 2 wholly in force; S. 2 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 150; S. 2 in force for certain purposes at
11.9.1996 by S.I. 1996/2352, art. 2(2); s. 2 in force insofar as not already in force at 17.12.1996 by
S.I. 1996/2842, art. 3

Preliminary conditions

3 Ineligible applicants.

(1) No grant is payable under this Chapter unless the applicant is aged 18 or over on the
date of the application.

In the case of a joint application, any applicant under the age of 18 years on the date
of the application shall be left out of account.

(2) No grant is payable under this Chapter if the person who would otherwise qualify as
the applicant for the grant is—

(a) alocal authority;

(b) anew town corporation;

(c) anurban development corporation;

(d) ahousing action trust;

(e) the Development Board for Rural Wales;

(f) ahealth authority, special health authority or NHS trust;


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/53/section/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/53/section/2
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(2) apolice authority established under section 3 of the "'Police Act 1964;

(h) ajoint authority established by Part IV of the Y?Local Government Act 1985;
(1) aresiduary body established by Part VII of that Act; or

(j) an authority established under section 10(1) of that Act (waste disposal).

(3) No grant is payable under this Chapter if the applicant is of a description excluded
from entitlement to grant aid by regulations made by the Secretary of State.

(4) Regulations under subsection (3) may proceed wholly or in part by reference to the
provisions relating to entitlement to housing benefit, or any other form of assistance,
as they have effect from time to time.

Commencement Information
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Marginal Citations
M1 1964 c. 48.
M2 1985c.51.

4 The age of the property.

(1) A local housing authority shall not entertain an application for a grant in respect of
premises provided (by construction or conversion) less than ten years before the date
of the application, unless—

(a) the application is for a disabled facilities grant, or

(b) the application is for an HMO grant in respect of a house in multiple
occupation provided by conversion.

(2) The Secretary of State may by order amend subsection (1) so as to substitute another
period for that specified.

5 Excluded descriptions of works.

(1) No grant is payable in respect of works of a description excluded from grant aid under
this Chapter by regulations made by the Secretary of State.

(2) Regulations may be made with respect to local housing authorities generally or to a
particular local housing authority and may be made with respect to particular areas.

(3) Regulations may specify descriptions of works for which grant aid is not to be
available without the Secretary of State’s consent, which may be given—

(a) tolocal housing authorities generally or to a particular local housing authority,
(b) with respect to particular areas, or

(c) with respect to applications generally or to a particular description of
application.

6 Defective dwellings.
(1) No grant is payable if—
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(a) the dwelling, house or building is or forms part of a building of a class
designated under section 528 or 559 of the “*Housing Act 1985 (defective
dwellings),

(b) the applicant is eligible for assistance under Part XVI of that Act in respect of
a defective dwelling which is or forms part of the dwelling, house or building
concerned, and

(¢c) the relevant works are, within the meaning of that Part, works required to
reinstate that defective dwelling.

(2) Ifthe local housing authority consider that the relevant works include works for which
assistance is available under Part X VI of the Housing Act 1985 (assistance for owners
of defective housing), they shall treat the application as if the relevant works did not
include those works.

Marginal Citations
M3 1985c. 68.

Renovation grants

7 Renovation grants: owner’s applications and tenant’s applications.

(1) A local housing authority shall not entertain an application for a renovation grant
unless they are satisfied—

(a) that the applicant has, or proposes to acquire, an owner’s interest in every
parcel of land on which the relevant works are to be carried out, or

(b) in the case of an application other than a conversion application, that the
applicant is a qualifying tenant of the dwelling (alone or jointly with others)
but does not have, or propose to acquire, an owner’s interest in the dwelling.

(2) References in this Chapter to an “owner’s application” or a “tenant’s application”, in
relation to a renovation grant, shall be construed accordingly.

(3) In accordance with directions given by the Secretary of State, a local housing authority
may treat the condition in subsection (1)(a) as met by a person who has, or proposes
to acquire, an owner’s interest in only part of the land concerned.

(4) References in this Chapter to “a qualifying owner’s interest”, in relation to an
application for a renovation grant, are to an owner’s interest meeting the condition in
subsection (1)(a) or treated by virtue of subsection (3) as meeting that condition.

(5) In this Chapter a “qualifying tenant”, in relation to an application for a renovation
grant, means a person who (alone or jointly with others) is a tenant of the premises
to which the application relates—

(a) who is required by the terms of his tenancy to carry out the relevant works
and whose tenancy is not of a description excluded from this subsection by
order of the Secretary of State, or

(b) whose tenancy is of a description specified for the purposes of this subsection
by order of the Secretary of State.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1985/68
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(6) In subsection (5) “tenant” includes a person having a licence to occupy the premises
concerned which satisfies such conditions as may be specified by order of the
Secretary of State.

References in this Chapter to tenants and other expressions relating to tenancies, in the
context of a tenant’s application for a renovation grant, shall be construed accordingly.

Commencement Information
14 S. 7 wholly in force; s. 7 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 150; s. 7 in force for certain purposes at
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8 Renovation grants: certificates required in case of owner’s application.

(1) A local housing authority shall not entertain an owner’s application for a renovation
grant unless it is accompanied by an owner-occupation certificate or a certificate of
intended letting in respect of the dwelling to which the application relates or, in the
case of a conversion application, in respect of each of the dwellings to be provided.

(2) An “owner-occupation certificate” certifies that the applicant—
(a) has or proposes to acquire a qualifying owner’s interest, and

(b) intends that throughout the grant condition period he or a member of his family
will live in the dwelling as his (or that member’s) only or main residence.

(3) A “certificate of intended letting” certifies that the applicant—
(a) has or proposes to acquire a qualifying owner’s interest, and

(b) intends that throughout the grant condition period the dwelling will be let or
available for letting as a residence (and not for a holiday) to a person who is
not connected with the owner for the time being of the dwelling.

In paragraph (b) “letting” does not include a letting on a long tenancy.
(4) In subsection (3) references to letting include the grant of a licence to occupy premises.

References in this Chapter to tenants and other expressions relating to tenancies, in
the context of a certificate of intended letting, shall be construed accordingly.

(5) Where section 10 applies (prior qualifying period in certain cases) a local housing
authority shall not entertain an owner’s application for a renovation grant unless it
is also accompanied by a certificate specifying how the requirements of that section
are met.

9 Renovation grants: certificates required in case of tenant’s application.

(1) A local housing authority shall not entertain a tenant’s application for a renovation
grant unless it is accompanied by a tenant’s certificate.

(2) A “tenant’s certificate” certifies—
(a) that the applicant is a qualifying tenant of the dwelling, and

(b) that he or a member of his family intends to live in the dwelling as his (or that
member’s) only or main residence.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/53/section/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/53/section/7
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(3) Except where the authority consider it unreasonable in the circumstances to require
such a certificate, they shall not entertain a tenant’s application for a renovation grant
unless it is also accompanied by a certificate of intended letting (see section 8(3)) by
the person who at the time of the application is the landlord under the tenancy.

(4) Where section 10 applies (prior qualifying period in certain cases) a local housing
authority shall not entertain a tenant’s application for a renovation grant unless it is also
accompanied by a certificate specifying how the requirements of that section are met.

10 Renovation grants: prior qualifying period.

(1) Subject to subsection (3), a local housing authority shall not entertain an application
to which this section applies unless they are satisfied—

(a) that the ownership or tenancy condition (see section 11) was met throughout
the qualifying period, and

(b) in the case of an application accompanied by an owner-occupation certificate
or a tenant’s certificate, that the applicant lived in the dwelling as his only or
main residence throughout that period.

In the case of a joint application it is sufficient if those conditions are met by any of
the applicants.

(2) The qualifying period for the purposes of this section is the period of three years, or
such other period as may be specified by order of the Secretary of State, ending with
the date of the application.

(3) A local housing authority may dispense with compliance with either or both of the
conditions in subsection (1), and may do so either generally or in relation to particular
cases or descriptions of case.

(4) Subject to subsection (5), this section applies to every application for a renovation
grant, other than—
(a) aconversion application,
(b) an application in respect of a dwelling in a renewal area,
(c) an application in respect of works to provide means of escape in case of fire
or other fire precautions, or

(d) an application of any other description excepted from this section by order of
the Secretary of State.

(5) This section does not apply to a landlord’s application unless the Secretary of State
by order so provides, which he may do with respect to all landlord’s applications or
any description of landlord’s application.

Any such order may provide that this section applies to a landlord’s application
notwithstanding that it is of a kind mentioned in paragraphs (a) to (d) of subsection (4).

(6) A “landlord’s application” for a renovation grant means an owner’s application which
is accompanied by a certificate of intended letting.

A conversion application for the provision of two or more dwellings shall not
be treated as a landlord’s application if any of the certificates accompanying the
application is an owner-occupation certificate.
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1 Prior qualifying period: the ownership or tenancy condition.

(1) The “ownership or tenancy condition” for the purposes of section 10 is that the
applicant had a qualifying owner’s interest in, or was a qualifying tenant of, the
dwelling.

That condition shall be treated as having been met in the following circumstances.

(2) Where the applicant took his owner’s interest or became a qualifying tenant under the
will or on the intestacy of a member of his family, the ownership or tenancy condition
shall be treated as having been met—

(a) during any period when the deceased both held a qualifying owner’s interest
in or was a qualifying tenant of the dwelling and lived in the dwelling as his
only or main residence, and

(b) if immediately before his death the deceased both—

(1) held such an interest or was such a tenant, and
(ii) lived in the dwelling as his only or main residence,

during any period not exceeding one year when his personal representatives,
or the Public Trustee under section 9 of the ™ Administration of Estates Act
1925, held such an interest or was such a tenant.

(3) The local housing authority may treat a person as continuing to meet the residence
requirement in subsection (2)(a) or (b)(ii) for up to a year after he has, by reason of
age or infirmity—

(a) gone to live with and be cared for by a member of his family, or
(b) gone to live in a hospital, hospice, sheltered housing, residential care home
or similar institution.

(4) Where the applicant took his owner’s interest or became a qualifying tenant by virtue
of a disposal made by a member of his family, and the authority are satisfied—

(a) that the person making the disposal was elderly or infirm, and
(b) that he made the disposal with the intention of—
(i) going to live with and be cared for by a member of his family, or
(i1) going to live in a hospital, hospice, sheltered housing, residential care
home or similar institution as his only or main residence,
the ownership or tenancy condition shall be treated as having been met during
any period ending on the date of the disposal when the person making the

disposal held a qualifying owner’s interest in or was a qualifying tenant of
the dwelling.

(5) Where the applicant took his owner’s interest or became a qualifying tenant by virtue
of a disposal made by his spouse, and the authority are satisfied that the disposal
was made as a result of arrangements in relation to divorce, judicial separation or
declaration of nullity of marriage, the ownership or tenancy condition shall be treated
as having been met during any period ending on the date of the disposal when the
spouse held a qualifying owner’s interest in or was a qualifying tenant of the dwelling.

(6) The references in subsection (5) to the spouse of the applicant—
(a) in the case of divorce, include his former spouse, and

(b) in the case of a declaration of nullity, shall be construed as references to the
other party to the marriage.
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Marginal Citations

M4 1925c.23.

12 Renovation grants: purposes for which grant may be given.

(1) The purposes for which an application for a renovation grant, other than a conversion
application, may be approved are the following—

(a)

(b)

(©)
(d)
(e)
¢

(2

(h)

(i)

to comply with a notice under section 189 of the ¥Housing Act 1985 (repair
notice in respect of unfit premises) or otherwise to render the dwelling fit for
human habitation;

to comply with a notice under section 190 of that Act (repair notice in respect
of premises not unfit but in need of substantial repair) or otherwise to put the
dwelling in reasonable repair;

to provide adequate thermal insulation;

to provide adequate facilities for space heating;

to provide satisfactory internal arrangements;

to provide means of escape in case of fire or other fire precautions, not being
precautions required under or by virtue of any enactment (whenever passed);
to ensure that the dwelling complies with such requirements with respect to
construction or physical condition as may be specified by the Secretary of
State;

to ensure that there is compliance with such requirements with respect to the
provision or condition of services and amenities to or within the dwelling as
are so specified;

any other purpose for the time being specified for the purposes of this section
by order of the Secretary of State.

(2) The purpose for which a conversion application may be approved is to provide one or
more dwellings by the conversion of a house or other building.

(3) If in the opinion of the authority the relevant works are more or less extensive than
is necessary to achieve any of the purposes set out in subsection (1) or (2), they may,
with the consent of the applicant, treat the application as varied so that the relevant
works are limited to or, as the case may be, include such works as seem to the authority
to be necessary for that purpose.

(4) The reference in paragraph (f) of subsection (1) to precautions required under or by
virtue of an enactment does not include precautions required to comply with a notice
under section 352 of the Housing Act 1985 (notice requiring execution of works to
render house in multiple occupation fit for number of occupants) so far as it relates
to premises which are not part of a house in multiple occupation for the purposes of
this Part.

(5) In exercise of the powers conferred by paragraphs (g) and (h) of subsection (1) the
Secretary of State may specify requirements generally or for particular cases, and may
specify different requirements for different areas.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1925/23
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13 Renovation grants: approval of application.

(1) The local housing authority may approve an application for a renovation grant if they
think fit, subject to the following provisions.

(2) The authority shall not approve an application for a renovation grant unless they
are satisfied that the works are necessary for one or more of the purposes set out in
section 12(1) or (2).

(3) Where an authority entertain an owner’s application for a renovation grant made by a
person who proposes to acquire a qualifying owner’s interest, they shall not approve
the application until they are satisfied that he has done so.

(4) An authority proposing to approve an application for a renovation grant shall consider
whether the premises to which it relates are fit for human habitation.

(5) If it appears to the authority that the premises are not fit for human habitation, they
shall not approve the application unless they are satistied—
(a) that on completion of the relevant works, together with any other works
proposed to be carried out, the premises will be fit for human habitation,
(b) that there are satisfactory financial and other arrangements for carrying out
those works, and
(c) that the carrying out of the works is the most satisfactory course of action.

(6) In considering whether to approve an application for a renovation grant the authority
shall have regard to the expected life of the building (taking account, where
appropriate, of the effect of carrying out the works).

Common parts grants

14 Common parts grants: occupation of flats by occupying tenants.

(1) A local housing authority shall not entertain an application for a common parts
grant unless they are satisfied that at the date of the application at least the required
proportion of the flats in the building concerned is occupied by occupying tenants.

(2) In this Chapter an “occupying tenant”, in relation to a flat in a building, means a person
who has in relation to the flat (alone or jointly with others)—

(a) a tenancy to which section 1 of the MLandlord and Tenant Act 1954 or
Schedule 10 to the " Local Government and Housing Act 1989 applies (long
tenancies at low rents),

(b) an assured tenancy, a protected tenancy, a secure tenancy or a statutory
tenancy,
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(c) aprotected occupancy under the “*Rent (Agriculture) Act 1976 or an assured
agricultural occupancy within the meaning of Part I of the " Housing Act
1988, or

(d) a tenancy or licence which satisfies such conditions as may be specified by
order of the Secretary of State,

and who occupies the flat as his only or main residence.

References in this Chapter to other expressions relating to tenancies, in the context of
an application for a common parts grant, shall be construed accordingly.

(3) The “required proportion” mentioned in subsection (1) is three-quarters or such other
proportion as may be—

(a) specified for the purposes of this section by an order of the Secretary of State,
or

(b) approved by him, in relation to a particular case or description of case, on
application made by the local housing authority concerned.

Marginal Citations

M6 1954 c. 56.
M7 1989 c. 42.
M8 1976 c. 80.
M9 1988 c. 50.

15 Common parts grants: landlord’s and tenants’ applications.

(1) A local housing authority shall not entertain an application for a common parts grant
unless they are satisfied—

(a) that the applicant has an owner’s interest in the building and has a duty or
power to carry out the relevant works, or

(b) that the application is made by at least three-quarters of the occupying tenants
of the building who under their tenancies have a duty to carry out, or to make a
contribution in respect of the carrying out of, some or all of the relevant works.

(2) References in this Chapter to a “landlord’s application” and a “tenants’ application”,
in relation to a common parts grant, shall be construed accordingly.

(3) In deciding whether the requirement in subsection (1)(b) is met—

(a) where a tenancy is held by two or more persons jointly, those persons shall be
regarded as a single occupying tenant; and

(b) a tenant whose tenancy is of a description specified for the purposes of that
paragraph by order of the Secretary of State shall be treated as an occupying
tenant falling within that paragraph.

(4) A person who has an owner’s interest in the building and who has a duty or power
to carry out any of the relevant works may also join in a tenants’ application for a
common parts grant; and where such a person does join in an application, he is in this
Chapter referred to as a “participating landlord”.
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16 Common parts grants: certificate required to accompany application.

(1) A local housing authority shall not entertain a landlord’s application for a common
parts grant unless it is accompanied by a certificate signed by the applicant which—

(a) specifies the interest of the applicant in the building, and

(b) certifies that the required proportion of the flats in the building is occupied
by occupying tenants.

(2) A local housing authority shall not entertain a tenants’ application for a common parts
grant unless it is accompanied by a certificate signed by each of the applicants which—

(a) specifies the interest of each of the applicants in each flat in the building, and

(b) certifies that the required proportion of the flats in the building is occupied
by occupying tenants.

17 Common parts grants: purposes for which grant may be given.

(1) The purposes for which an application for a common parts grant may be approved
are—
(a) to comply with a notice under section 189 of the ¥*Housing Act 1985 (repair
notice in respect of unfit premises) or otherwise to cause the building to meet
the requirements in section 604(2) of that Act;

(b) to comply with a notice under section 190 of that Act (repair notice in respect
of premises not unfit but in need of substantial repair) or otherwise to put the
building in reasonable repair;

(c) to comply with a notice under section 352 of that Act (notice requiring works
to render premises fit for the number of occupants) or otherwise to enable
the house to meet one or more of the requirements in subsection (1A) of that
section;

(d) to provide adequate thermal insulation;

(e) to provide adequate facilities for space heating;

(f) to provide satisfactory internal arrangements;

(g) toprovide means of escape in case of fire or other fire precautions, not being
precautions required under or by virtue of any enactment (whenever passed);

(h) to ensure that the building complies with such requirements with respect to
construction or physical condition as may be specified by the Secretary of
State;

(1) to ensure that there is compliance with such requirements with respect to the
provision or condition of services and amenities to or within the building as
are so specified;

(j) any other purpose for the time being specified for the purposes of this section
by order of the Secretary of State.

(2) If in the opinion of the local housing authority the relevant works are more or less
extensive than is necessary to achieve any of the purposes set out in subsection (1),
they may, with the consent of the applicant, treat the application as varied so that the
relevant works are limited to or, as the case may be, include such works as seem to
the authority to be necessary for that purpose.

(3) In exercise of the powers conferred by paragraphs (h) and (i) of subsection (1) the
Secretary of State may specify requirements generally or for particular cases, and may
specify different requirements for different areas.
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Commencement Information
I6 S. 17 wholly in force; s. 17 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 150; s. 17 in force for certain purposes
at 11.9.1996 by S.I. 1996/2352, art. 2; s. 17 in force insofar as not already in force at 17.12.1996 by
S.I. 1996/2842, art. 3

Marginal Citations
M10 1985 c. 68.

18 Common parts grants: approval of application.

(1) The local housing authority may approve an application for a common parts grant if
they think fit, subject to the following provisions.

(2) The authority shall not approve an application for a common parts grant unless they
are satisfied that the works are necessary for one or more of the purposes set out in
section 17(1).

(3) An authority proposing to approve an application for a common parts grant shall
consider whether the building to which the application relates meets the requirements
mentioned in paragraphs (a) to (e) of section 604(2) of the ¥""Housing Act 1985.

(4) If it appears to the authority that the building does not meet those requirements, they
shall not approve the application unless they are satisfied—

(a) that on completion of the relevant works, together with any other works
proposed to be carried out, the building will meet those requirements,

(b) that there are satisfactory financial and other arrangements for carrying out
those works, and

(c) that the carrying out of the works is the most satisfactory course of action.

(5) In considering whether to approve an application for a common parts grant the local
housing authority shall have regard to the expected life of the building (taking account,
where appropriate, of the effect of carrying out the works).

Marginal Citations
M11 1985 c. 68.

Disabled facilities grants

19 Disabled facilities grants: owner’s and tenant’s applications.

(1) A local housing authority shall not entertain an application for a disabled facilities
grant unless they are satisfied—

(a) that the applicant has, or proposes to acquire, an owner’s interest in every
parcel of land on which the relevant works are to be carried out, or

(b) that the applicant is a tenant (alone or jointly with others)—

(1) in the case of an application in respect of works to a dwelling, of the
dwelling, or

(i) in the case of a common parts application, of a flat in the building,
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and, in either case, does not have or propose to acquire such an owner’s
interest as is mentioned in paragraph (a).

(2) References in this Chapter to an “owner’s application” or a “tenant’s application”, in
relation to a disabled facilities grant, shall be construed accordingly.

(3) In accordance with directions given by the Secretary of State, a local housing authority
may treat the condition in subsection (1)(a) as met by a person who has, or proposes
to acquire, an owner’s interest in only part of the land concerned.

(4) In this Chapter, in relation to an application for a disabled facilities grant—
“qualifying owner’s interest” means an owner’s interest meeting the
condition in subsection (1)(a) or treated by virtue of subsection (3) as meeting
that condition; and

“qualifying tenant” means a tenant who meets the conditions in
subsection (1)(b).

(5) In this Chapter “tenant”, in relation to a disabled facilities grant, includes—
(a) asecure tenant, introductory tenant or statutory tenant,
(b) a protected occupier under the ""*Rent (Agriculture) Act 1976 or a person in
occupation under an assured agricultural occupancy within the meaning of
Part I of the ""*Housing Act 1988,
(c) an employee (whether full-time or part-time) who occupies the dwelling or
flat concerned for the better performance of his duties, and

(d) a person having a licence to occupy the dwelling or flat concerned which
satisfies such conditions as may be specified by order of the Secretary of State;

and other expressions relating to tenancies, in the context of an application for disabled
facilities grant, shall be construed accordingly.

Commencement Information
I7  S. 19 wholly in force; s. 19 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 150; s. 19 in force for certain purposes
at 11.9.1996 by S.I. 1996/2352, art. 2(2); S. 19 in force insofar as not already in force at 17.12.1996
by S.I. 1996/2842, art. 3

Marginal Citations
M12 1976 c. 80.
M13 1988 c. 50.

20 Disabled facilities grants: the disabled occupant.

In this Chapter the “disabled occupant”, in relation to an application for disabled
facilities grant, means the disabled person for whose benefit it is proposed to carry
out any of the relevant works.

21 Disabled facilities grants: certificate required in case of owner’s application.
+W

(1) A local housing authority shall not entertain an owner’s application for a disabled
facilities grant unless it is accompanied by an owner’s certificate in respect of the
dwelling to which the application relates or, in the case of a common parts application,
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in respect of each flat in the building occupied or proposed to be occupied by a disabled
occupant.

(2) An “owner’s certificate”, for the purposes of an application for a disabled facilities
grant, certifies that the applicant—

(a) has or proposes to acquire a qualifying owner’s interest, and
(b) intends that the disabled occupant will live in the dwelling or flat as his only

or main residence throughout the grant condition period or for such shorter
period as his health and other relevant circumstances permit.

Disabled facilities grants: certificates required in case of tenant’s application.
+W

(1) A local housing authority shall not entertain a tenant’s application for a disabled
facilities grant unless it is accompanied by a tenant’s certificate.

(2) A “tenant’s certificat