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Social Security Act 1998
1998 CHAPTER 14

PART I

DECISIONS AND APPEALS

CHAPTER II

SOCIAL SECURITY DECISIONS AND APPEALS

Medical examinations

19 Medical examination required by Secretary of State

(1) Before making a decision on a claim for a relevant benefit, or as to a person’s
entitlement to such a benefit F1... , the Secretary of State may refer the person—

(a) in respect of whom the claim is made; or
(b) whose entitlement is at issue,

to a [F2health care professional approved by the Secretary of State] for such
examination and report as appears to the Secretary of State to be necessary for the
purpose of providing him with information for use in making the decision.

(2) Subsection (3) below applies where—
(a) the Secretary of State has exercised the power conferred on him by

subsection (1) above; and
(b) the [F3health care professional approved by the Secretary of State] requests the

person referred to him to attend for or submit himself to medical examination.

(3) If the person fails without good cause to comply with the request, the Secretary of
State shall make the decision against him.



2 Social Security Act 1998 (c. 14)
Part I – Decisions and Appeals

Chapter II – Social Security Decisions and Appeals
Document Generated: 2024-07-26

Status: Point in time view as at 03/11/2008.
Changes to legislation: Social Security Act 1998, Section 19 is up to date with all changes known to be in force

on or before 26 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that
have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 19(1) repealed (1.4.1999) by Social Security Contributions (Transfer of Functions, etc.)

Act 1999 (c. 2), s. 28(3), Sch. 7 para. 30, Sch. 10 Pt. I (with Sch. 8); S.I. 1999/527, art. 2(b), Sch. 2
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