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IMMIGRATION AND ASYLUM ACT 1999

EXPLANATORY NOTES

SUMMARY

Marriage abuse for immigration purposes

16. The Act contains procedural measures to increase the effectiveness of existing
provisions in the Immigration Rules to prevent the abuse of the immigration system by
those who are prepared to enter into marriage simply as a means to obtain settlement
in the United Kingdom. Registrars will be given the power to request evidence of
name, age, marital status and nationality from couples. This will be underpinned
by a power for the registrar to refuse to give authority for the marriage where the
registrar is not satisfied that a person is free, legally, to contract the marriage. The
existing procedure under which a superintendent registrar may authorise a marriage by
a certificate with a licence is to be abolished. At the same time, the existing notice period
for a superintendent registrar to issue a certificate without a licence is to be reduced
from 21 days to 15 days. In addition, notice will need to be given personally by each
party before the superintendent registrar in the registration district where they reside,
and the notice will have to state their nationality. A duty is also to be placed on registrars
to report to the Home Office those marriages suspected of having been arranged for the
purpose of evading immigration controls.
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