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Human Tissue Act 2004
2004 CHAPTER 30

PART 2

REGULATION OF ACTIVITIES INVOLVING HUMAN TISSUE

The Human Tissue Authority

14 Remit

(1) The following are the activities within the remit of the Authority—
(a) the removal from a human body, for use for a scheduled purpose, of any

relevant material of which the body consists or which it contains;
(b) the use, for a scheduled purpose, of—

(i) the body of a deceased person, or
(ii) relevant material which has come from a human body;

(c) the storage of an anatomical specimen or former anatomical specimen;
(d) the storage (in any case not falling within paragraph (c)) of—

(i) the body of a deceased person, or
(ii) relevant material which has come from a human body,

for use for a scheduled purpose;
(e) the import or export of—

(i) the body of a deceased person, or
(ii) relevant material which has come from a human body,

for use for a scheduled purpose;
(f) the disposal of the body of a deceased person which has been—

(i) imported for use,
(ii) stored for use, or

(iii) used,
for a scheduled purpose;

(g) the disposal of relevant material which—
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(i) has been removed from a person’s body for the purposes of his
medical treatment,

(ii) has been removed from the body of a deceased person for the purposes
of an anatomical, or post-mortem, examination,

(iii) has been removed from a human body (otherwise than as mentioned
in sub-paragraph (ii)) for use for a scheduled purpose,

(iv) has come from a human body and been imported for use for a
scheduled purpose, or

(v) has come from the body of a deceased person which has been
imported for use for a scheduled purpose.

[F1(h) the procurement, processing, F2... testing, storage, distribution, import or
export of tissue or cells, in so far as those activities are activities to which
regulation 7(1) [F3, (1A)] or (2) of the 2007 Regulations applies and are not
within the remit of the Authority by virtue of paragraphs (a) to (g).]

[F4(i) the donation, testing, characterisation, procurement, preservation, transport,
transplantation and disposal of human organs, in so far as those activities are
activities to which regulation 5(1) of the 2012 Regulations applies and are not
within the remit of the Authority by virtue of paragraphs (a) to (h).]

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1)(a) and (b), the activities within
the remit of the Authority include, in particular—

(a) the carrying-out of an anatomical examination, and
(b) the making of a post-mortem examination.

[F5(2ZA) The activities within the remit of the Authority do not include the use, for a scheduled
purpose, of relevant material where the use of the material requires consent under
paragraph 6(1) or 12(1) of Schedule 3 to the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act
1990 (use of human cells to create an embryo or a human admixed embryo) or would
require such consent but for paragraphs 16 and 20 of that Schedule.]

[F6(2A) Expressions used in paragraph (h) of subsection (1) and in the 2007 Regulations have
the same meaning in that paragraph as in those Regulations; and the reference to
activities to which regulation 7(1) [F7, (1A)] or (2) of those Regulations applies is to
be read subject to regulation 2(3) of those Regulations.]

[F8(2B) Expressions used in paragraph (i) of subsection (1) and in the 2012 Regulations have
the same meaning in that paragraph as in those Regulations.]

(3) An activity is excluded from the remit of the Authority if—
(a) it relates to the body of a person who died before the day on which this section

comes into force or to material which has come from the body of such a
person, and

(b) at least one hundred years have elapsed since the date of the person’s death.

(4) The Secretary of State may by order amend this section for the purpose of adding to
the activities within the remit of the Authority.

(5) In this section, “relevant material”, in relation to use for the scheduled purpose of
transplantation, does not include blood or anything derived from blood.
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Textual Amendments
F1 S. 14(1)(h) inserted (25.5.2007 for specified purposes, 5.7.2007 in so far as not already in force) by

Human Tissue (Quality and Safety for Human Application) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/1523), reg.
1(2)(3)30(2)

F2 Word in s. 14(1)(h) omitted (6.3.2018 for specified purposes, 1.4.2018 in so far as not already in
force) by virtue of The Human Tissue (Quality and Safety for Human Application) (Amendment)
Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/335), reg. 1(2)(3), 9(2)(a)(i)

F3 Word in s. 14(1)(h) inserted (6.3.2018 for specified purposes, 1.4.2018 in so far as not already in force)
by The Human Tissue (Quality and Safety for Human Application) (Amendment) Regulations 2018
(S.I. 2018/335), reg. 1(2)(3), 9(2)(a)(ii)

F4 S. 14(1)(i) inserted (12.7.2012 for specified purposes, otherwise 27.8.2012) by The Quality and Safety
of Organs Intended for Transplantation Regulations 2012 (S.I. 2012/1501), reg. 1(2)(3)25(2)(a)

F5 S. 14(2ZA) inserted (1.10.2009) by Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22), s. 68(2),
Sch. 7 para. 23; S.I. 2009/2232, art. 2(y)

F6 S. 14(2A) inserted (25.5.2007 for specified purposes, 5.7.2007 in so far as not already in force) by
Human Tissue (Quality and Safety for Human Application) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/1523), reg.
1(2)(3)30(3)

F7 Word in s. 14(2A) inserted (6.3.2018 for specified purposes, 1.4.2018 in so far as not already in force)
by The Human Tissue (Quality and Safety for Human Application) (Amendment) Regulations 2018
(S.I. 2018/335), reg. 1(2)(3), 9(2)(b)

F8 S. 14(2B) inserted (12.7.2012 for specified purposes, otherwise 27.8.2012) by The Quality and Safety
of Organs Intended for Transplantation Regulations 2012 (S.I. 2012/1501), reg. 1(2)(3)25(2)(b)

Commencement Information
I1 S. 14 in force at 1.4.2005 by S.I. 2005/919, art. 3, Sch. (with art. 2)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/1523
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/1523/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/1523/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/1523/regulation/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/1523/regulation/30/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335/regulation/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335/regulation/9/2/a/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335/regulation/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335/regulation/9/2/a/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1501
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1501
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1501/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1501/regulation/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1501/regulation/25/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/22/section/68/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/22/schedule/7/paragraph/23
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/2232
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/2232/article/2/y
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/1523
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/1523/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/1523/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/1523/regulation/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/1523/regulation/30/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335/regulation/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/335/regulation/9/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1501
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1501
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1501/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1501/regulation/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1501/regulation/25/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/919
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/919/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/919/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/919/article/2


4 Human Tissue Act 2004 (c. 30)
Document Generated: 2024-07-28

Changes to legislation: 
Human Tissue Act 2004, Section 14 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 28 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 29(7) inserted by 2013 anaw 5 s. 15(4)(e)
– s. 43(5A) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 21 para. 50

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2013/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2013/5/section/15/4/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/21/paragraph/50

