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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 15

FINANCIAL RELIEF IN THE HIGH COURT OR A COUNTY COURT ETC.: NORTHERN IRELAND

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Sch. 15: functions transferred (12.4.2010) by The Northern Ireland Act 1998 (Devolution of Policing and

Justice Functions) Order 2010 (S.I. 2010/976), art. 15(1), Sch. 17 para. 21(b) (with arts. 15(6), 28-31)

PART 1

FINANCIAL PROVISION IN CONNECTION WITH DISSOLUTION, NULLITY OR SEPARATION

Circumstances in which orders under this Part may be made
1 (1) The court may make any one or more of the orders set out in paragraph 2(1)—

(a) on making a dissolution, nullity or separation order, or
(b) at any time afterwards.

(2) The court may make any one or more of the orders set out in paragraph 2(1)(d), (e)
and (f)—

(a) in proceedings for a dissolution, nullity or separation order, before making
the order;

(b) if proceedings for a dissolution, nullity or separation order are dismissed
after the beginning of the trial, either straightaway or within a reasonable
period after the dismissal.

(3) The power of the court to make an order under sub-paragraph (1) or (2)(a) in favour
of a child of the family is exercisable from time to time.

(4) If the court makes an order in favour of a child under sub-paragraph (2)(b), it may
from time to time make a further order in the child’s favour of any of the kinds set
out in paragraph 2(1)(d), (e) or (f).

(5) If the court makes an order under sub-paragraph (1), (2) or (4), it may give such
consequential directions as it thinks fit for giving effect to the order (including
directions requiring the disposal of any property).

The orders: periodical and secured periodical payments and lump sums
2 (1) The orders are—

(a) an order that either civil partner must make to the other such periodical
payments for such term as may be specified;
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(b) an order that either civil partner must secure to the other, to the satisfaction
of the court, such periodical payments for such term as may be specified;

(c) an order that either civil partner must pay to the other such lump sum or
sums as may be specified;

(d) an order that one of the civil partners must make—
(i) to such person as may be specified for the benefit of a child of the

family, or
(ii) to a child of the family,

such periodical payments for such term as may be specified;
(e) an order that one of the civil partners must secure—

(i) to such person as may be specified for the benefit of a child of the
family, or

(ii) to a child of the family,
to the satisfaction of the court, such periodical payments for such term as
may be specified;

(f) an order that one of the civil partners must pay such lump sum as may be
specified—

(i) to such person as may be specified for the benefit of a child of the
family, or

(ii) to a child of the family.

(2) “Specified” means specified in the order.

Particular provision that may be made by lump sum orders
3 (1) An order under this Part requiring one civil partner to pay the other a lump sum may

be made for the purpose of enabling the other civil partner to meet any liabilities or
expenses reasonably incurred by the other in maintaining—

(a) himself or herself, or
(b) a child of the family,

before making an application for an order under this Part in his or her favour.

(2) An order under this Part requiring a lump sum to be paid to or for the benefit of a child
of the family may be made for the purpose of enabling any liabilities or expenses
reasonably incurred by or for the benefit of the child before making an application
for an order under this Part to be met.

(3) An order under this Part for the payment of a lump sum may—
(a) provide for its payment by instalments of such amount as may be specified,

and
(b) require the payment of the instalments to be secured to the satisfaction of

the court.

(4) Sub-paragraphs (1) to (3) do not restrict the powers to make the orders set out in
paragraph 2(1)(c) and (f).

(5) If the court—
(a) makes an order under this Part for the payment of a lump sum, and
(b) directs that—

(i) payment of the sum or any part of it is to be deferred, or
(ii) the sum or any part of it is to be paid by instalments,
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it may provide for the deferred amount or the instalments to carry interest at such rate
as may be specified from such date as may be specified until the date when payment
of it is due

(6) A date specified under sub-paragraph (5) must not be earlier than the date of the order.

(7) “Specified” means specified in the order.

When orders under this Part may take effect
4 (1) If an order is made under paragraph 2(1)(a), (b) or (c) on or after making a dissolution

or nullity order, neither the order nor any settlement made in pursuance of it takes
effect unless the dissolution or nullity order has been made final.

(2) This paragraph does not affect the power of the court to give a direction under
paragraph 71 (settlement of instrument by conveyancing counsel).

Restrictions on making of orders under this Part
5 The power to make an order under paragraph 2(1)(d), (e) or (f) is subject to

paragraph 44(1) and (5) (restrictions on orders in favour of children who have
reached 18).
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