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PENSIONS ACT 2008

EXPLANATORY NOTES

TERRITORIAL EXTENT

Territorial extent: Scotland

19.

20.

The Act generaly appliesin Scotland as it does in England. The power to initiate the
new mechanism of pension compensation sharing on divorce (contained in Chapter 1
of Part 3) is conferred on courtsin England and Wales by amendments of matrimonial
and civil partnership legislation (contained in Schedule 5). The Act contains equivalent
amendments to the Scottish matrimonial and civil partnership legisation (Schedule 6).

The Scottish Parliament’ s consent has been sought and obtained for the provisionsin
the Act that trigger the Sewel Convention. These provisionsare contained in Schedule 7
to the Act. The Sewel Convention providesthat Westminster will not normally legislate
with regard to devolved matters in Scotland without the consent of the Scottish
Parliament.



