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Church of Scotland Act 1921

1921 CHAPTER 29

1 Effect of Declaratory Articles.

The Declaratory Articles are lawful articles, and the constitution of the Church of
Scotland in matters spiritual is as therein set forth, and no limitation of the liberty,
rights and powers in matters spiritual therein set forth shall be derived from any statute
or law affecting the Church of Scotland in matters spiritual at present in force, it
being hereby declared that in all questions of construction the Declaratory Articles
shall prevail, and that all such statutes and laws shall be construed in conformity
therewith and in subordination thereto, and all such statutes and laws in so far as they
are inconsistent with the Declaratory Articles are hereby repealed and declared to be
of no effect.

2 Other Churches not to be prejudiced.

Nothing contained in this Act or in any other Act affecting the Church of Scotland
shall prejudice the recognition of any other Church in Scotland as a Christian Church
protected by law in the exercise of its spiritual functions.

3 Jurisdiction of civil courts.

Subject to the recognition of the matters dealt with in the Declaratory Articles as
matters spiritual, nothing in this Act contained shall affect or prejudice the jurisdiction
of the civil courts in relation to any matter of a civil nature.

4 Citations and commencement.

This Act may be cited as the Church of Scotland Act, 1921, and shall come into
operation on such date as His Majesty may fix by Order in Council after the
Declaratory Articles shall have been adopted by an Act of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland with the consent of a majority of the Presbyteries of the Church.



