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British Nationality and
Status of Aliens Act 1914

1914 CHAPTER 17

PART III

GENERAL
National Status of Married Women and Infant Children

National status of married women

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the wife of a British subject shall be deemed
to be a British subject, and the wife of an alien shall be deemed to be an alien.

(2) Where a woman has (whether before or after the commencement of this Act) married
an alien, and was at the time of her marriage a British subject, she shall not, by reason
only of her marriage, be deemed to have ceased to be a British subject unless, by
reason of her marriage, she acquired the nationality of her husband.

(3) Where a man has, during the continuance of his marriage, ceased (whether before or
after the commencement of this Act) to be a British subject, his wife shall not, by
reason only of that fact, be deemed to have ceased to be a British subject unless, by
reason of the acquisition by her husband of a new nationality, she also acquired that
nationality.

(4) Where a man ceases, during the continuance of his marriage, to be a British subject
and, by reason of his acquisition of a new nationality, his wife also acquires that
nationality, she may, whether her marriage is still continuing or not, at any time within
the period of twelve months from the date on which she so acquired that nationality, or
at such later time as the Secretary of State may in special circumstances allow, make
a declaration that she desires to retain British nationality, and thereupon she shall be
deemed to have remained a British subject.
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(5) Where, after the end of the year nineteen hundred and thirty-three, a certificate of
naturalization is granted to an alien, his wife, if not already a British subject, shall not
be deemed to be a British subject, unless, within the period of twelve months from-
the date of the certificate, or within such longer period as the Secretary of State may
in special circumstances allow, she makes a declaration that she desires to acquire
British nationality.

(6) Where an alien is a subject of a state at war with His Majesty, it shall be lawful for
his wife, if she was at birth a British subject, to make a declaration that she desires to
resume British nationality, and thereupon the Secretary of State, if he is satisfied that it
is desirable that she be permitted to do so, may grant her a certificate of naturalization.

11 Status of widows

A woman who, having been a British subject, has by, or in consequence of, her
marriage become an alien, shall not, by reason only of the death of her husband, or the
dissolution of her marriage, cease to be an alien, and a woman who, having been an
alien, has by, or in consequence of, her marriage become a British subject, shall not,
by reason only of the death of her husband or the dissolution of her marriage, cease
to be a British subject.

12 Status of children

(1) Where a person being a British subject ceases to be a British subject, whether by
declaration of alienage or, otherwise, every child of that person, being a minor, shall
thereupon cease to be a British subject, unless such child, on that person ceasing to
be a British subject, does not become by the law of any other country naturalized in
that country :

Provided that, where a widow who is a British subject marries an alien, any child of
hers by her former husband shall not, by reason only of her marriage, cease to be a
British subject, whether he is residing outside His Majesty's dominions or not.

(2) Any child who has so ceased to be a British subject may, within one year after attaining
his majority, make a' declaration that he wishes to resume British nationality, and shall
thereupon again become a British subject.



