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Offences Against the Person Act 1861

1861 CHAPTER 100

Unnatural Offences

61 Sodomy and Bestiality.

Whosoever shall be convicted of the abominable Crime of Buggery, committed either
with Mankind or with any Animal, shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be
kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for any Term not less than Ten Years.

62 Attempt to commit an infamous Crime.

Whosoever shall attempt to commit the said abominable Crime, or shall be guilty of
any Assault with Intent to commit the same, or of any indecent Assault upon any
Male Person, shall be guilty of a Misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall be
liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for any Term not
exceeding Ten Years and not less than Three Years, or to be imprisoned for any Term
not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard Labour.

63 Carnal Knowledge defined.

Whenever, upon the Trial for any Offence punishable under this Act, it may be
necessary to prove carnal Knowledge, it shall not be necessary to prove the actual
Emission of Seed in order to constitute a carnal Knowledge, but the carnal Knowledge
shall be deemed complete upon Proof of Penetration only.



