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Explosives Act 1875
1875 CHAPTER 17

PART I

LAW RELATING TO GUNPOWDER

Licensing of Factories and Magazines for Gunpowder

6 Application for license for new factory or magazine

A new factory or magazine for gunpowder shall not be established except on the site
and in the manner specified in a license for the same granted under this Act.

An applicant for such a license shall submit to the Secretary of State the draft of a
license accompanied by a plan (drawn to scale) of the proposed factory or magazine,
and the site thereof (which plan shall be deemed to form part of and to be in this Act
included in the expression " the license ").

The draft license shall contain the terms which the applicant proposes to have inserted
in the license, and shall specify such of the following matters as are applicable; namely

(a) The boundaries of the land forming the site of the factory or magazine and
either any belt of land surrounding the site which is to be kept clear, and the
buildings and works from which it is to be kept clear, or the distances to be
maintained between the factory or magazine, or any part thereof, and other
buildings and works; and

(b) The situation, character, and construction of all the mounds, buildings, and
works on or connected with the factory or magazine, and the distances thereof
from each other; and

(c) The nature of the processes to be carried on in the factory and in each part
thereof, and the place at which each process of the manufacture, and each
description of work connected with the factory or magazine, is to be carried
on, and the places in the factory or magazine at which gunpowder and any
ingredients of gunpowder, and any articles liable to spontaneous ignition, or
inflammable or otherwise dangerous, are to be kept; and



2 Explosives Act 1875 (c. 17)
PART I – Law relating to Gunpowder

Document Generated: 2024-01-12
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted). This

item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

(d) The amount of gunpowder and of ingredients thereof wholly or partly mixed
to be allowed at the same time in any building or machine or any process of
the manufacture or within a limited distance from such building or machine,
having regard to the situation and construction of such building, and to the
distance thereof from any other building or any works; and

(e) The situation, in the case of a factory, of each factory magazine, and in the
case of another magazine, of each building forming part of such magazine in
which gunpowder is to be kept, and the maximum amount of gunpowder to
be kept in each factory magazine, and in each such building as aforesaid; and

(f) The maximum number of persons to be employed in each building in the
factory; and

(g) Any special terms which the applicant may propose by reason of any special
circumstances arising from the locality, the situation or construction of any
buildings or works, or the nature of any process, or otherwise.

The Secretary of State, after examination of the proposal, may reject the application
altogether or may approve of the draft license, with or without modification or
addition, and grant to the applicant permission to apply to the local authority for their
assent to the establishment of the factory or magazine on the proposed site.

7 Application for assent of local authority to site. of new factory or magazine

The local authority, upon application being made for their assent to the establishment
of a new factory or magazine on the proposed site, shall cause notice to be published
by the applicant in manner directed by this Act of the application and of the time and
place at which they will be prepared to hear the applicant, and any persons objecting to
such establishment who have not less than seven clear days before the day of hearing
sent to the clerk of the local authority and to the applicant notice of their intention to
appear and object, with their name, address, and calling, and a short statement of the
grounds of their objection.

Upon the hearing of the application, or any adjournment thereof, the local authority
may dissent altogether from the establishment of such new factory or magazine on
the proposed site, or assent thereto, either absolutely or on any conditions requiring
additional restrictions or precautions.

Where the site of the proposed factory or magazine is situate within or within one
mile of the limits of the jurisdiction of any urban sanitary authority, or of any harbour
authority, the applicant shall serve on such authority, if they are not the local authority,
notice of the application and of the time and place of hearing fixed by the local
authority.

The said notices shall be published and served by the applicant not less than one month
before the

The local authority shall fix the time and place of hearing as soon as practicable after
application made to them, and the time so fixed shall be as soon as practicable after
the expiration of the said month from the publication and service of the notices by
the applicant, and their final decision shall be given as soon as practicable after the
expiration of the said

The place so fixed shall be situate within the jurisdiction of the local authority, or
within a convenient distance of the limits of that jurisdiction.
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The costs of any objections which the local authority may deem to be frivolous shall
be ascertained by an order made by the local authority, and shall be a debt due from
the objector to the applicant, of which such order shall be conclusive evidence.

Where the site of the proposed factory or magazine is situate partly within the
jurisdiction of one local authority and partly within the jurisdiction of another, the
assent of both local authorities shall be applied for in manner provided by this Act.

8 Grant and confirmation of license

If on the hearing of the application for the establishment of a factory or magazine the
local authority assent thereto either absolutely or on conditions submitted to by the
applicant, the applicant shall be entitled to the license applied for in accordance with
the draft approved by the Secretary of State, with the addition (if the assent was on
conditions) of the additional restrictions and precautions required by those conditions.

If the local authority assent on any conditions not submitted to by the applicant, or
dissent, the applicant may appeal to the Secretary of State, giving notice of such appeal
to the local authority, and requiring them to state in writing their reasons for such
conditions or dissent; and the Secretary of State, after considering the reasons (if any)
so stated, and after such inquiry, local or other, as he may think necessary, may if the
local authority dissented, refuse the license, or may in either case grant the license
applied for in accordance with the draft license either as previously approved by him,
or with such modifications and additions as he may consider required to meet the
reasons (if any) so stated by the local authority.

The Secretary of State, when satisfied that the factory or magazine is sufficiently
completed according to the license to justify the use thereof, shall confirm the license,
but until so confirmed the license shall not come into

The land forming the site bounded as described in the license shall, with every mound,
building, and work thereon for whatever purpose, be deemed, for the purposes of this
Act, to be the factory or magazine referred to in the license.


