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Wills Act 1837

1837 CHAPTER 26

All Property may be disposed of by Will, comprising Customary Freeholds and
Copyholds without Surrender and before Admittance, and also such of them as
cannot now be devised ; Estates pur autre vie ; contingent Interests ; Rights of
Entry ; and Property acquired after Execution of the Will.

And be it further enacted, That it shall be-lawful for every Person to devise, bequeath,
or dispose of, by his Will executed in manner herein-after required, all Real Estate and
all Personal Estate which he shall be entitled to, either at Law or in Equity, at the Time
of his Death, and which if not so devised, bequeathed, or disposed of would .devolve
upon the Heir at Law, or Customary Heir of him, or, if he became entitled by Descent,
of his Ancestor, or upon his Executor or Administrator; and that the Power hereby
given shall extend to all Real Estate of the Nature of Customary Freehold or Tenant
Right, or Customary or Copyhold, notwithstanding that the Testator may not have
surrendered the same to the Use of his Will, or notwithstanding that, being entitled as
Heir, Devisee, or otherwise to be admitted thereto, he shall not have been admitted
thereto, or notwithstanding that the same, in consequence of the Want of a Custom
to devise or surrender to the Use of a Will or otherwise, could not at Law have been
disposed of by Will if this Act had not been made, or notwithstanding that the same,
in consequence of there being a Custom that a Will or a Surrender to the Use of a Will
should continue in force for a limited Time only, or any other special Custom, could
not have been disposed of by Will according to the Power contained in this Act, if
this Act had not been made ; and also to Estates pur autre vie, whether there shall or
shall not be any special Occupant thereof, and whether the same shall be Freehold,
Customary Freehold, Tenant Right, Customary or Copyhold, or of any other Tenure,
and whether the same shall be a corporeal or an incorporeal Hereditament; and also
to all contingent, executory, or other future Interests in any Real or Personal Estate,
whether the Testator may or may not be ascertained as the Person or one of the Persons
in whom the same respectively may become vested, and whether he may be entitled
thereto under the Instrument by which the same respectively were created or under
any Disposition thereof by Deed or Will; and also to all Rights of Entry for Conditions
broken, and other Rights of Entry; and also to such of the same Estates, Interests, and
Rights respectively, and other Real and Personal Estate, as the Testator may be entitled
to at the Time of his Death, notwithstanding that he may become entitled to the same
subsequently to the Execution of his Will.



