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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2002 No. 1479

The Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966
(Schedule 3 Amendment) Order 2002

Amendment

2. Part I of Schedule 3 to the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966 (exemptions from restrictions on
practice of veterinary surgery)(1) shall be amended as follows—

(a) for paragraph 6(2) there shall be substituted the following paragraph—

“6. Any medical treatment or any minor surgery (not involving entry into a body
cavity) to any animal by a veterinary nurse if the following conditions are complied with,
that is to say—

(a) the animal is, for the time being, under the care of a registered veterinary surgeon
or veterinary practitioner and the medical treatment or minor surgery is carried
out by the veterinary nurse at his direction;

(b) the registered veterinary surgeon or veterinary practitioner is the employer or is
acting on behalf of the employer of the veterinary nurse; and

(c) the registered veterinary surgeon or veterinary practitioner directing the medical
treatment or minor surgery is satisfied that the veterinary nurse is qualified to
carry out the treatment or surgery.

In this paragraph and in paragraph 7 below—
“veterinary nurse” means a nurse whose name is entered in the list of veterinary
nurses maintained by the College.”.

(b) after paragraph 6 there shall be added the following paragraph—

“7. Any medical treatment or any minor surgery (not involving entry into a body
cavity) to any animal by a student veterinary nurse if the following conditions are complied
with, that is to say—

(a) the animal is, for the time being, under the care of a registered veterinary surgeon
or veterinary practitioner and the medical treatment or minor surgery is carried
out by the student veterinary nurse at his direction and in the course of the student
veterinary nurse’s training;

(b) the treatment or surgery is supervised by a registered veterinary surgeon,
veterinary practitioner or veterinary nurse and, in the case of surgery, the
supervision is direct, continuous and personal; and

(c) the registered veterinary surgeon or veterinary practitioner is the employer or is
acting on behalf of the employer of the student veterinary nurse.

In this paragraph—

(1) Schedule 3 was substituted by S.I.1988/526.
(2) Paragraph 6 was substituted by the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966 (Schedule 3 Amendment) Order 1991, S.I. 1991/1412.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1988/526
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/1412
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“student veterinary nurse” means a person enrolled under bye-laws made by the
Council for the purpose of undergoing training as a veterinary nurse at an approved
training and assessment centre or a veterinary practice approved by such a centre;
“approved training and assessment centre” means a centre approved by the Council
for the purpose of training and assessing student veterinary nurses.”

2



Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the The Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966
(Schedule 3 Amendment) Order 2002, Section 2.


