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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2008 No. 305 (S. 2)

REPRESENTATION OF
THE PEOPLE, SCOTLAND

The Representation of the People
(Scotland) (Amendment) Regulations 2008

Made - - - - oth February 2008

Coming into force in accordance with regulation 1

These Regulations are made in exercise of the powers conferred by—

(a) section 53 of, and paragraphs 5A and 12 of Schedule 2 to, the Representation of the People
Act 1983(1);

(b) having regard to the definition of “prescribed” in section 202(1) of the Representation of
the People Act 1983, section 89(1) of, and rules 24, 28(3), 28(3A), 31A and 45(1B) in
Schedule 1 to, that Act(2); and

(c) having regard to the definition of “prescribed” in section 202(1) of the Representation of
the People Act 1983 and paragraph 1(2) of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People
Act 2000(3), paragraphs 3(1)(b) and (2)(c), 4(1)(b), (2)(c) and (4)(a), 6(7) and (8) and 7(5)
(c) of that Schedule.

The Secretary of State has consulted the Electoral Commission about these Regulations in
accordance with section 7(1) and (2)(e) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act
2000(4).

In accordance with section 201(2) of the Representation of the People Act 1983(5), a draft of this
instrument has been laid before and approved by resolution of each House of Parliament.

1)

(O]

3

4
(©)]

1983 c. 2. Section 53 was amended by paragraph 13 of Schedule 1 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c. 2) (“the
2000 Act”) and subsection (4) inserted by paragraph 109 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22) (“the
2006 Act”), paragraph SA of Schedule 2 was inserted by section 11 of the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50)
(“the 1985 Act”) and amended by paragraph 11 of Schedule 6 to the 2000 Act, and sub-paragraph (aa) of paragraph 12 of
Schedule 2 was inserted by paragraph 94 of Schedule 1 to the 2006 Act.

Section 89 was amended by paragraph 33 of Schedule 4 to the 1985 Act, paragraph 10 of Schedule 18 to the Political Parties,
Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41), paragraph 115 of Schedule 1 to the 2006 Act and paragraph 7(a) of Schedule 2
to the Local Electoral Administration and Registration Services (Scotland) Act 2006 (asp 14), rule 24 was substituted by
section 37 of the 2006 Act, rule 28(3) was amended by section 4 of, and paragraph 6 of Schedule 2 to, the 1985 Act and by
paragraph 70 of Schedule 1 to the 2006 Act, rule 28(3A) was added by paragraph 14 of Schedule 1 to the 2006 Act, rule 31A
was inserted by section 45 of the 2006 Act, and rule 45(1B) was inserted by paragraph 10 of Schedule 6 to the 2000 Act and
amended by paragraphs 69 and 73 of Schedule 1 to the 2006 Act.

2000 c. 2; paragraphs 3, 4 and 7 of Schedule 4 were amended by section 14(1) to (3) of the 2006 Act; that Act also makes
other amendments to these paragraphs which are not relevant to these Regulations.

2000 c. 41.

Section 201(2) was substituted by paragraph 69 of Schedule 4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50) and
amended by paragraph 6 of Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 and article 5(b) of S.1.
1991/1728.
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Accordingly, the Secretary of State makes the following Regulations:

PART 1

General

Citation, commencement, interpretation and extent

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Representation of the People (Scotland)
(Amendment) Regulations 2008 and subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) shall come into force on 8th
February 2008.

(2) The regulations specified in paragraph (3) shall not have effect in relation to any election for
which the date of the poll specified in the notice of election issued in relation to that election is on
or before 7th August 2008.

(3) The regulations referred to in paragraph (2) are—
(a) regulation 2(2);
(b) regulations 7, 8, 10 and 11; and
(c) regulation 12(2).

(4) In these Regulations, unless otherwise stated, any reference to a numbered article, rule,
paragraph, Schedule or Appendix is a reference to the article, rule, paragraph, Schedule or Appendix
bearing that number in the Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations 2001(6).

(5) These Regulations shall extend to Scotland only.

PART 2

Absent voting: personal identifiers

Absent voting: interpretation

2.—(1) Inregulation 50 (interpretation of Part IV) after the definition of “Schedule 4” insert—

13133

absent voter” means an elector who is entitled to vote by proxy or an elector or proxy who
is entitled to vote by post;”.

(2) In regulation 64(7) (interpretation of Part V) for the definition of “valid postal voting
statement” substitute—

(3173

valid postal voting statement” means a postal voting statement which, in accordance with
regulation 85 or 85A(8), the returning officer is satisfied has been duly completed.”.

Amendment of regulation 51

3.—(1) Regulation 51(9) (general requirements for applications for an absent vote) is amended
as follows.

(6) S.1.2001/497, which was amended by S.I. 2001/1749,2002/1872,2003/3075,2004/1771,2004/1960, 2006/834 and 2007/925.
(7) Regulation 64 was amended by S.I. 2007/925.
(8) Regulation 85A is inserted by regulation 10 of these Regulations.
(9) Regulation 51(2) was amended by S.I. 2006/834.
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(2) In paragraph (2), omit the “and” preceding sub-paragraph (e) and after sub-paragraph (e)
insert—

“f) in the case of a person who is unable to provide a signature, the reasons for his
request for waiver of any requirement under paragraph 3, 4 or 7 of Schedule 4 to provide
a signature and the name and address of any person who has assisted him to complete
his application, and

(g) where the applicant has, or has applied for, an anonymous entry, that fact.”.
(3) For paragraph (3) substitute—
“(3) The application shall be made in writing and shall be dated.

(3A) Where an application is required to contain a signature and date of birth, the
information must be set out in a manner that is sufficiently clear and unambiguous as to be
capable of electronic scanning by configuring the information as follows—

(a) the signature shall appear against a background of white unlined paper at least
five centimetres long and two centimetres high; and

(b) the applicant’s date of birth shall be set out numerically configured in the sequence
of date, month and year, namely [d][d][m][m][y][y][yI[y]-

(3B) Where the application contains a request that the registration officer waive the
requirement for a signature, sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph (3A) shall not apply.”.

Signatures

4. For regulation 51A(10) (additional provision concerning the requirement that an application
for an absent vote must be signed by the applicant) substitute—

“S1A. The registration officer may satisfy himself—

(a) that an application under Schedule 4 meets any requirements that it has been
signed by the applicant and states his date of birth by referring to any signature
and date of birth—

(i) previously provided by the applicant to the registration officer or the
returning officer; or

(i1) previously provided by the applicant to the authority referred to in
regulation 35(2)(a), if held by that authority in records which the registration
officer is authorised to inspect for the purposes of his registration duties; and

(b) as to whether the applicant is unable to provide a signature or a consistent
signature due to any disability or inability to read or write.”.

Requirement to provide fresh signatures at five yearly intervals

5. After regulation 60 (inquiries by registration officer) insert—

“Requirement to provide fresh signatures at five yearly intervals

60A.—(1) The registration officer shall every year by 31st January send every person
who remains an absent voter and whose signature held on the personal identifiers record is
more than five years old a notice in writing—

(a) requiring him to provide a fresh signature, and

(10) Regulation 51A was inserted by S.1. 2006/834.
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(b) informing him of the date (six weeks from the date of sending the notice) on which
he would cease to be entitled to vote by post or by proxy in the event of a failure
or refusal to provide a fresh signature.

(2) The notice must be sent by the registration officer to the current or last known address
of the absent voter.

(3) The registration officer must, if the absent voter has not responded to the notice
within three weeks from the date on which the notice was sent, as soon as practicable send
a copy of the notice to him.

(4) Where a notice or copy of a notice is sent by post, the registration officer may use—
(a) auniversal postal service provider; or
(b) a commercial delivery firm,
and postage shall be prepaid.

(5) A notice or copy of a notice sent to an absent voter in accordance with paragraph (1)
or (3) must be accompanied by a pre-addressed reply envelope and, in the case of any notice
or copy of a notice sent to an address in the United Kingdom, return postage must be prepaid.

(6) The registration officer must, no later than the date specified in the notice sent to
the absent voter in accordance with paragraph (1), determine whether the absent voter has
failed or refused to provide a fresh signature.

(7) Where the registration officer determines that the absent voter has failed or refused
to provide a fresh signature, he must from the date specified in the notice sent to the absent
voter in accordance with paragraph (1) remove that person’s entry from the records kept
pursuant to paragraph 3(4) or 7(6) of Schedule 4 and from the postal voters list, list of
proxies or proxy postal voters list (as the case may be) kept under paragraph 5(2), 5(3) or
7(8) of that Schedule.

(8) Where a registration officer removes an absent voter’s entry in the circumstances to
which paragraph (7) refers—

(a) the registration officer shall inform the absent voter of the location of the polling
station to which he has been allotted or is likely to be allotted under the appropriate
rules (as defined in paragraph 1 of Schedule 4) unless that voter is not likely to
be allotted to a polling station;

(b) regulation 57(4) and regulation 58 shall apply as if the registration officer were
refusing an application under Schedule 4; and

(c) in the case of an entry removed from the proxy postal voters list, the registration
officer must also notify the elector who appointed the proxy whose entry has been
removed.

(9) The registration officer shall include in the notice to be sent to an absent voter
regarding his removal from the records kept pursuant to paragraph 3(4) or 7(6) of Schedule 4
and from the postal voters list, list of proxies or proxy postal voters list (as the case may be)
kept under paragraph 5(2), 5(3) or 7(8) of that Schedule, information—

(a) explaining the effect of such removal; and

(b) reminding the absent voter that he may make a fresh application under Schedule 4
to vote by post or by proxy (as the case may be).”.
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The personal identifiers record

6. After regulation 61A(11) (conditions on the use, supply and inspection of absent voter records
or lists) insert—

“The personal identifiers record

61B.—(1) The registration officer shall maintain a record (“the personal identifiers
record”), apart from the other records and lists which he is required to keep under
Schedule 4, of the signatures and dates of birth provided by persons whose applications
under paragraph 3(1) or (2), paragraph 4(1) or (2) or paragraph 7(4)(a) or (b) of Schedule 4
were granted, until the expiry of twelve months from—

(a) the date on which a person is removed from the record kept pursuant to paragraph
3(4) or 7(6) of Schedule 4; or

(b) the date of the poll for the purposes of which the person’s application for an absent
vote was granted under paragraph 4(1) or (2) or 7(4)(b) of Schedule 4.

(2) The personal identifiers record shall contain the following information in respect of
each absent voter on the postal voters list, list of proxies or proxy postal voters list—

(a) his name;
(b) his date of birth; and

(c) his signature, or a record of a waiver by the registration officer of the requirement
for a signature.

(3) A returning officer may disclose information held in the personal identifiers record
to—

(a) any candidate or agent attending proceedings on receipt of postal ballot papers,
in accordance with and for the purposes referred to in regulation 85(12);

(b) any person attending proceedings on receipt of postal ballot papers, who is entitled
to do so by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political Parties, Elections
and Referendums Act 2000(13), but only to the extent required to permit them to
observe the proceedings.”.

Postal ballot boxes and receptacles

7. Inregulation 81(5)(14) omit the “and” preceding sub-paragraph (d) and after sub paragraph (d)
insert—

“(e) the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure); and

(f) the receptacle for postal voting statements (verification procedure).”.

Amendment of regulation 84

8.—(1) Regulation 84(15) (opening of covering envelopes) is amended as follows.

(2) For paragraph (1) substitute—

(11) Regulation 61A was inserted by S.I. 2007/925.

(12) Regulation 85 was amended by S.I. 2002/1872 and 2007/925 and is further amended by regulation 9 of these Regulations.
(13) 2000 c. 41; sections 6A to 6D were inserted by section 29 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).

(14) Regulation 81 was amended by S.I. 2007/925.

(15) Regulation 84 was amended by S.I. 2007/925.
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“(1) When a postal voters' ballot box is opened, the returning officer shall count and
record the number of covering envelopes (including any envelope which is stated to include
a postal vote and any envelope described in regulation 82(2)(16)).

(1A) He shall set aside for personal identifier verification not less than 20 per cent of
the envelopes recorded on that occasion.

(1B) He shall open separately each covering envelope (including an envelope described
in regulation 82(2)).”.

(3) Inparagraph (2) for “The procedure in regulation 85 below applies” substitute “The procedure
in regulation 85 or, as the case may be, regulation 85A(17) applies”.

(4) After paragraph (4) insert—
“(4A) Where—

(a) anenvelope contains the postal voting statement of an elector with an anonymous
entry, and

(b) paragraph (4) does not apply,

the returning officer shall set aside that envelope and its contents for personal identifier
verification in accordance with regulation 85A.”.

(5) In paragraph (6) after “envelope” insert “opened in accordance with paragraph (1B)”.

Amendment of regulation 85

9. In Regulation 85(18) (procedure in relation to postal voting statements), for paragraph (1)
substitute—

“(1) This regulation applies to any postal voting statement contained in an envelope
that has not been set aside for personal identifier verification in accordance with
regulation 84(1A) or (4A)(19).

(1A) The returning officer must satisfy himself that the postal voting statement is duly
completed.”.

Procedure in relation to postal voting statements: personal identifier verification

10. After regulation 85 insert—

“Procedure in relation to postal voting statements: personal identifier verification

85A.—(1) This regulation applies to any postal voting statement contained in
an envelope that is set aside for personal identifier verification in accordance with
regulation 84(1A) or (4A)(20).

(2) The returning officer must satisfy himself that the postal voting statement is duly
completed and as part of that process must compare the date of birth and the signature on the
postal voting statement against the date of birth and the signature contained in the personal
identifier record relating to the person to whom the postal ballot paper was addressed.

(3) Where the returning officer is not so satisfied, he shall mark the statement “rejected”,
attach it to the ballot paper envelope, or if there is no such envelope, the ballot paper, and,
subject to paragraph (4), place it in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure).

(16) Regulation 82(2) was amended by S.I. 2007/925.

(17) Regulation 85A is inserted by regulation 10 of these Regulations.

(18) Regulation 85 was amended by S.I. 2002/1872 and 2007/925.

(19) Regulation 84(1A) and (4A) are inserted by regulation 8 of these Regulations.

(20) Regulation 84(1A) and (4A) are inserted by regulation 8 of these Regulations.
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(4) Before placing a postal voting statement in the receptacle for rejected votes
(verification procedure), the returning officer must show it to the agents and must permit
them to view the entries in the personal identifiers record which relate to the person to whom
the postal ballot paper was addressed, and if any of them object to his decision, he must add
the words “rejection objected to”.

(5) The returning officer shall then examine the number on the postal voting statement
against the number on the ballot paper envelope and, where they are the same, he shall place
the statement and the ballot paper envelope respectively in the receptacle for postal voting
statements (verification procedure) and the receptacle for ballot paper envelopes.

(6) Where—

(a) the number on a valid postal voting statement is not the same as the number on
the ballot paper envelope, or

(b) that envelope has no number on it (or only one number when the postal voting
statement has more than one),

the returning officer shall open the envelope.
(7) Paragraph (8) applies where—
(a) there is a valid postal voting statement but no ballot paper envelope; or

(b) the ballot paper envelope has been opened under regulation 84(3) or
paragraph (6).

(8) In the circumstances described in paragraph (7), the returning officer shall place—

(a) in the postal ballot box, any ballot paper the number on which is the same as the
number on the valid postal voting statement;

(b) in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), any other ballot
paper, with the valid postal voting statement attached and marked “provisionally
rejected”;

(c) in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), any valid postal
voting statement marked “provisionally rejected” where—

(1) there is no ballot paper, or

(i1) in the case of a statement on which the number of more than one ballot paper
appears, there is not a sufficient number of ballot papers and, in such a case,
shall mark the statement to indicate which ballot paper is missing;

(d) in the receptacle for postal voting statements (verification procedure), any valid
statement not disposed of under sub-paragraph (b) or (c).

Postal voting statements: additional personal identifier verification

85B.—(1) A returning officer may on any occasion at which a postal voters' ballot box
is opened in accordance with regulation 83 undertake additional verification of the personal
identifiers on any postal voting statement that has on a prior occasion been placed in the
receptacle for postal voting statements.

(2) Where a returning officer undertakes additional verification of personal identifiers,
he must—

(a) remove as many postal voting statements from the receptacle for postal voting
statements as he wishes to subject to additional verification; and

(b) compare the date of birth and the signature on each such postal voting statement
against the date of birth and the signature contained in the personal identifiers
record relating to the person to whom the postal ballot paper was addressed.
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(3) Where the returning officer is no longer satisfied that the postal voting statement has
been duly completed he must mark the statement “rejected” and before placing the postal
voting statement in the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), he must—

(a) show it to the agents and must permit them to view the entries in the personal
identifiers record which relate to the person to whom the postal ballot paper
was addressed, and if any of them object to his decision, he must add the words
“rejection objected to”;

(b) open any postal ballot box and retrieve the ballot paper corresponding to the ballot
paper number on the postal voting statement;

(c) show the ballot paper number on the retrieved ballot paper to the agents; and
(d) attach the ballot paper to the postal voting statement.

(4) Following the removal of a postal ballot paper from a postal ballot box the returning
officer must lock and reseal the postal ballot box in the presence of the agents.

(5) Whilst retrieving a ballot paper in accordance with paragraph (3), the returning officer
and his staff—

(a) shall keep the ballot papers face downwards and shall take proper precautions for
preventing any person seeing the votes made on the ballot papers; and

(b) shall not be permitted to view the corresponding number list used at the issue of
postal ballot papers.”.

Sealing of receptacles

11. In Regulation 89(1)(21) omit the “and” preceding sub-paragraph (d) and after sub
paragraph (d) insert—
“(e) the receptacle for rejected votes (verification procedure), and

(f) the receptacle for postal voting statements (verification procedure),”.

Amendment of forms

12.—(1) In Schedule 3 for Form A1, Form B1, Form G, Form H and Form J substitute the Form
Al, Form B1, Form G, Form H and Form J as set out in the Schedule to these Regulations.

(2) In Schedule 3 for Form K substitute the Form K as set out in the Schedule to these Regulations.

PART 3

Miscellaneous amendments

Removal of fee for inspection of election returns

13. In regulation 10 (return and declaration of election expenses)—
(a) omit paragraph (2); and

(b) in paragraph (3) for “The price of a copy of any such return, declaration or document”
substitute “The fee for a copy of any such return or declaration or any accompanying
document”.

(21) Regulation 89(1) was amended by S.I. 2007/925.
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Amendment of regulations 63A, 116 and 117

14.—(1) Inregulation 63A(2)(22) (corresponding number lists) for “rules 29(3)(e), 37(1)(b) and
37(1)(d)” substitute “rules 29(3)(e) and 37(1)(b)”.

(2) In regulation 63A(4) (corresponding number lists: combined polls) for “rules 29(3)(e), 37(1)
(b), and 37(1)(d)” substitute “rules 29(3)(e) and 37(1)(b)”.

(3) In regulation 116(1)(23) (interpretation of Part VII) for “rule 55(1)(b) and (c)” substitute
“rule 55(1)(e)”.

(4) Inregulation 117(24) (supply of marked registers and lists after an election), for paragraph (7)
substitute—

“(7) Where a person has been supplied with a marked register or list, or any information
contained in it (that is not contained in the edited register), by a person to whom
regulation 99(3), 102(3), 104(4), 105(3), 107(5) or 108(3) applies, the restrictions in that
paragraph of that regulation also apply to the person to whom the register, list or information
was supplied, as they apply to that other person.”.

Dover House,
London DAVID CAIRNS
6th February 2008 Minister of State Scotland Office

(22) Regulation 63A was inserted by S.I. 2007/925. Rule 29(3)(e) was added by section 31 of the Electoral Administration Act
2006 (c. 22) and rule 37 substituted by paragraph 75 of Schedule 1 to that Act.

(23) Regulation 116 was inserted by S.I. 2007/925.

(24) Regulation 117 was inserted by S.I. 2007/925.
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SCHEDULE Regulation 12

Form Al: OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD

{10 be senl to an eleclor volung by post)

Liroal of cand

OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD

Comslilueney This nalice s o (el yon that you have wskoed
ta vote by pest for this glection. and won will
nat e able to vote in a polling station.  1f von
want o cancel vour postal vote please call:
[Feipline  mder] bofore Spm oo f~44
Number on Rezisler: diFetcite deadiing|.

Tor the clecton on: [doovdiite]

We will send your postal veting
*ame and Address; papers around |dayidatel.

Addressad to:

tellvirning Qiffcer o omis where posied
ol cared weni i oom anenanons elecior. (Name and Addrness)
Pasierd mall cord 10 GRernEnons elreior . .
mLEE B cletieeredd Br o recrod orvelope. If your postal voting papers have
nol  arrived by |dapdete] call:
|heiptine nuniber| and ask for help.

1f vou lose ar ascidentally spod your postal ballot paper. plesase call: |fefelfing i for| 25 so0m
as poasible. Raplacement ballol papers can only Be isswed Balnme 3 pooe on |claelate of pedl].

‘This card is o provide you with information aboul voling by post,

SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
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Bk i cvnd

PARLIAMVUINTARY LLECTION

Wlisn v neceive vour sl svoung peck, please el the wstoeetiones willu il cane ol beloes
completing vour poslil ballol paper

T ment Bl wmecome see vor vole. T yon necd help voling, the persen Tizlping von st nol el
amyane how yon have voted. You can get indepandent help from the Hetornine Officer; plaase
call vue helpline on [fefsiwe samder|.

You must sign e posial voing stawemant (unlass vou have been araned @ walvar by prior
amangenenl wilh e Retnning OITeer) and provide your date of birth, This is o scomity
megsure  Trowill nor affect wour vote or meam it can be identified,  Without your signamre
tuless walved) and date of binh 1he stawment will not be vabd and vour vote will not cournt.
The Reboruang CHTIcer can eross clieek your sigoabome aud die of Banh against other recods ul,
thes hald.

T vou Tose or accidentalhy spoil sour ballot paper. plense call the helpline mumber belons az soon
as possble. We can only 1ssue replacemanm posial ballal papers belore 3 pme o |ebes divee ofF
pall].

Conplele aud retam vour postal vole as soon gs possible. The Bohomiug O cer sl roeeive
vour postal yote by 10 pm on [Faoeddae of poll], Y ou can deliver your complated soting papcrs
o any polling staion in your consutuency,

If vou want to vote in person at these elections, wou st cancel vour postal vote before 5 pan.
an =TT elepecfate deandling|.

I vou necd amy assistanes. please coll our belpling on: |fefpdewe rwaber).
It is an offence to vote nsing o ballot paper that was oot addeessed to you.

lzsued I The Reluming OMeer
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Form Bl: OFTICTIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD
{lo be sent Lo an appointed proxy voling by posl)

Front of card

OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD

Constiteency- This pall zard is to well won that for this
cleetion, the cleclor namsd an the back ol this
. . card has appobiad vou as their prosy and oo
For the lechan on: [ulzy: e | have decided (0 vele by post. You will oot be
able o voie on hehall of (he clector in a
polling station. 17 vou wanl Lo caneel s
postal vole and vole i porion on pollmg dey,
please call: [hefpfine muber] bofore 3 pmoon
J-i 4 denyedore decliine |

Nanwe and Address (Proso .

We will send the proxy  postal
voting papers around |day/daie|-

If the pestal voting papers have not
arrived by |dap/date] please call:
|relpiine number| and ask for help,

W orvow lose or accwlentally spoul the elector’s postal ballol paper, please sall: |fedofinge
samider] as soon as possible. Replacement ballol papers can only be ssued belore 5 pm oon
|ten e o imald].

This card is o provide you with information aboul voling by post.

SIS INIOIRMATION ON 1 BACK G TS CARLDY
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Back of card

FPARFJAMRNTARY FLECTION

*This pell card is co tell you thae for this dection you are appointed as proxy fer the
clector named beloss aod you bave decided to vote by post.

*Elzcwye™s name)

S ol s addross)

When vou recave the postal volmg pack. please read the mstucuons wilh i carclully
before complotmye the postal ballal papor.

Doy not Il anvone 9o vour vole, I vou necd help voling, the porson helpiog »ou moosl aod
Lell anvone hoswy vou hase volod,

¥ou must sign the postal voting statement funless wow have been granted a waiver by prior
amangement with the Retmming Officer) and provide vour date of birth. Thisis a
seonrity measurs, 1t will not attect vonr vote or mean it can be idamtitied. W ithout wour
signamre (nuless waived b and date of birth the statement will not be valid aond wour vore
will o countl. The Retuening Officer can eross cheek vour sienature and date of buls
apabel olher raoords they hold.

100w lose or accidentally spoil the postal ballol paper. please call the helpline nombrar
below as scon as possible. We can ondy 1ssue replacemamt postal ballot papers betore
S pm on [davidate of poll|.

Complete and return the postal vote as soon as possible, 'The Returming Officer wst
recelve the poslal vole by 10 pm oo [davidate of pell]. ¥You can deliver vour cempleled
volihg papers o any poelline stalion b s ok consdilusncs

1M vou wanl w vole tn porson as 8 prosy ol Lhese sleslions, vou must coneel vour poslal
wote before  pm, an |-11 davidate deadlme],

I iy illepal (o dooany of the Tellpwing;

« Voo nwors than coee [unless vou are appowied a2 a prosy Lor anothar cloetor] at the
same cloelion.

v Vate as a proxy at the same glection for bwo or mae parsons unless von ae their
gpouse, eivil parlner. parcal, grandparend, brother. sister, cluld or prasdeluld.

v Vole s aproxy Tor g porson U vow know (hal the persom 18 subgect o o lepeal
Incapacity to wots.
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Tssued by the Retuming Officer

F WA e ol vered et ot proxy of s aresemors elecior adsiiie T e fexi maried
with ¥ ahonse:

This podl ciard is to tell yvou that for this cleeginon vou sre appoinged as proxy for the
clecter whose clegtoral nwmber is shown below and yon have decided to vore by poso

You are enlilled 1w vole as proxy Jor the clector whose cleclorul numbor 15 shovn below:

[Flectar’s mamber on register) |
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Form G: Forin ol posial voling statement

(lor use at parliamentary elections)

Poslal Voling Siatement

FROtEI S MAMS, L . L i e Ballat paper o ool 0L
*Welvrmime (Wicer o imer! name Mo ot wihere Sollon popers senl i on aromarones: elecior)

|other tdenliy mye mark |

You must provide vour [Hsignaluce and] date of hieth. T vou do wol, the posial voling
sLalement will be invalid and vour vole will not count.

LA THE PHRSON THL BALLOLT PAPEE S URMBLERDD ABOYE WAS SENT 10

Dalgolbinly | - | i 4| ki - v v | gvolars dale ol birth)

(roler™s sigualurs)

Eignalur: Ry e Haw PVPORTANT — Keep

siznalure within border

e i Chfcer o onnid where o poredn fees deerr sremie g waher?

Ehectoral frmud is o crime, ¥You must not vote nging g ballot paper that is not addressed to
you or interfers with another voter's ballat paper,

PLEASE READ INSTRLUCTIONS TO THE VOTELR
lssued by the Returming Othcer
INSTRUCTIONS 1O THE YOTER

Complete the ballot paper yourself and in private. I yon need belp concact the Retarning
Officer's staft as shown below

|contact detmls for assistance

melude address as sppropriale |

1. You must provide wour |#signafure and| dade of hirth. I vou do not, the postal voting,
slalema will be invalicl and vour vole will nol counl

2. Wote [or ONE candidate only. Do ned wack he balled paper in any other wan or »our vole
mar ol coull.

3. Marl g cross (XY in the hos anthe right hand side of the kallot paper opposite the name of the
candidate vau are vating for
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4. Tlyouwneed help voung, the persan hzlping vou st nol el anyone ke vou roted.
3. Putthe ballot paper in the small envelope marked & and scal it
6. Commlets the postal volmg stalcmenl by [#signinge il and] providiog vour date of bicth,

Then put The oovelope markod & wpother with the postal volmg slaement moThe laneer

envelope murked B, Totum il stranehiavwny.

8. After receiving chis postal vote, vou cannot vote in person ac a polling scation at chis
cleelion,

9, I ~ou assidentally spedd vour ballol paper, voo can appls e the Belurnme OMcer Lor a
cepluceent belore 3 poon. on [ekovedesre of pedl]s Vow st ceturn the spoill ballal paper. i
postal voming starement, and the envzlopes markced & and B, “ake svre wou contact the
Retuening OMisor as som a8 posaible,

Your ballel papar and (he posial voling stalemenl must be receivad by the Returning Ollicer
by 10 prooon [edgcdnie o pidf]. Yoo cam deliver sour complewed postal vole o any pollog
slalicn iy our consbiteeney on polling den.

Elecioral framd is a cvime. You must nol vole using a balloi paper that is nol addrcssed o
yun or inlerfere with gnother voler's ballol paper,

Ir ig illegal to vote more than onee (unless you are appeinted ax a proxy for another elector)
al the same eleetinn.

#Returning (iticer to omir whare a parson hos been zranted a waiver)
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Fmrm H: Form of posial voling stalement

(for use where there 1s a jolnt [ssue and recelpt of postal ballot papers)

Postal Voling Stalement

FWolor™s At Lo BalloL paper INos. .o
Yfeturnine QT Tcer io serf romre 00 aardl wirere Baflof Domers SORE B0 G0 crremaions elfecior)

[oher 1denl P maark]

You musl provide vour [#giznatare and] date of Bicth. TF you de ooy, the poscal soting
statement will he invalid and voor vote will not count.

I AN THE PERSCYS THE BALLOT PAPERS NUMEBERED ABOYE WERE SEXNT Tt

Dale ol barth | 23 | 1 s ER R 3| ivower's dale of bclh

{volor's signalure)

LS5 lenalurs Viremsmin Liver DAMOIRTANMT  Kesp

sienabire willun border

Effterurnine (fffcer fo omtit where o persoR fes deen pranted o Baiver)

Flectoral framd is o crime, ¥You must not vote wsing a ballot paper that is not add ressed o
yiou o7 interfere with another voter™s ballot paper.

FLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS T() THE VO TER
[ssued by the Remurning Officer
[INSTRLUCTIONS TO THE VOTER

Complete e ballet paper vouresell and in privawe. T5vou need help contact the Retaring,
{Micec™s sealT as shoven below

[eontact details Lor assistancs

inghilz address as appropnats|

1. You musl provide vour [Fsgnaure and] date of birth, ¥ou must do this even 1 vou have
already sipned a postal voung stalement 1in respecl of another eleclion o be held on the same
dere . TM vow diy mol, s pestal sating slatement will be mvalul aod vour vole will ot cownt

2. When vou are voling 10 8 Parhamentaes cleclion {finsest colowr af daflor paper [ ballol paper).
mark g cross () o the box oo 1l right Liand @ide ol the balled paper opposile the nanic ol the
cemdidale you g volmg [or. Vole [or ONE condidale oo
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J. Whon vou wre vobog moa locul govermment clecton (fevesi colowr of dolld popes] ballol
papr). munber the candidates in the order of vour chotee mslead of uwsing a eross. Pul the
number | n the box next to the name of the candidate who is vour first chaige, then put 2 in
the box next to the name of the candidate wha 15 vour second chowee, 3 inthe box next o sour
tird chedee, 4 in (he box next wovour founh choge and so on You can mark as many
chonges as vou wish

4. When vou are vouny i a Cuwropeun Farhamenuny clochion (fsers cofowr of ballint paper]
ballol paper), mark a cross (X1 m the box on the nght hand side of the name of the paty or
inglividual candidate of your chotee, Yot far QN1 pars or candidanz only,

5. [*When vou arc voling i a [Fspecily] cleclion (fissert colonr of rallor paper] ballol paper).
mark @ cross (X3 m lhe box on the vght hand side of the name of the candidate of 1 oor chowee.
Vaole for ONL candidats onh Nowe ONCE For vour TIRSET CHOICT and ONCL for vour
SECOMNI CHOICK #|

0. [*Wheo vou arc voling o a referendum. mack a eeosq (X)) in the box on the cight hand side of
The answer of vour choace. Vole ONCLE only. |

7. Do pel mark vour ballol papers o iy olher wir or vaur volog may 0ol 2oul.

8. Wwvon need help voting. the person helping you must nof 211 anvone hosww von vored.
9. Put all the ballot papers in the small envelope marked & and seal it

1y, Complete the postal voring statement by [#zignme it, and | providmge vour date of birth,

11. Then pul he envelops maded A logelhor with the postal voling statement i the larger
envelope marked B Rewnm b straizh | away
Afcer regeivings thiv postal vote, ¥ou cannet vote in person at a polling stiygion at this cliction,

IT vou accidentally spril any of sour hallol papers. vou can apply 10 the Teturning CHTiecr for a
replasement belore 3 pamn. on |deg ofefe of pod?|. Y on must relumn Lthe spatlt ballol paper, Lhe paslal
voling slakemend, and he eoselopes maked A and B, Make sure vou coulact e Belurning
ONTicwr ws soo ws possible.

! Your ballal paper and the postal voling statcoment most be received by e Rolurnnge Oficer

e T4 i an Jedanrdbree of melf], Yo can deliver vowr complzted postal vate to any polling
shalion in your eonslilueney on palling day,

Electoral frawd is a erime. You must not vole vsing a hallol paper thal is not addressed Lo
yon ar interfere with anether voter®s ballot paper,

Tt is illegal oo vote more chan once (unless vou are appointed as a proxy for anocher clector)
al the same cleetinn.

#{Relurning Oilicer to moil where a person has been grantcd a waiver)

18



Document Generated: 2023-08-26
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

Form J: Form of postal voting statement

{for use when a parliamentary pell 13 combined with ancther poll but the
postal ballot papers are not combined)

Postal Yoting Statement

FRolor s muns: o Ballot paper Mo, .o Colour
pay
=eMerurnine Officer o ingert mare bt omit witepe ballor popers cest B of oRoRVROS clectory

other identifying mark|

You must provide your |[#sirnatare and| date of birth, I you do not, che postal vating
statcment will be invalid and your yvoie will not connt,

T A% THE PERSCFS THE BALLOT PATER SNTRVERRED ABOVE WAS SENT TO

Dalc ol birth | -5 | iz ST IS o ] (veers dulg ol birth)

(voler's sigmalure)

IMPORTANT — Eeep

Fhigmalure S

signamre within horder

siReaaing Offices o omit where a person oy been yranied a wodver)

Clectoral lraud is a crime. You musl nol vole wsing a hallot paper that is not addvessed Lo
¥ou or inlerfere wilh another voler's ballol paper.

PLEASE READINSTRUCTIONS TO THE ¥OTER
Issucd by the Returning (Hficer
INSTRUCTIONS TO TTTE VOTLR

Complete the ballot paper xourselFamd in private. 1 xou need help contace the Returning
Cficer’s staft as shown below

[comlact detals [or assistemce

inclucle address as appropeia)

T, You mush provide sour [Fagmatore and | date of Bivth Yon muost do tis even ol you b
already signed a postal woting statement in respect of ansther election to be held on the same
dav I wou do nat, this pastal sating statemant will he invahd and vomr wote will not be
counted.

2. Vorc for OME candidate onby Do not mark the ballot papcr i any ather way or vour voic
may not oot
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3. Marl a cross 43 mthe box on the mghl hand side ol the ballol papor opposile The name of the
candhdalies vou are voung lor,

d. TMvou necd help votmg, thae person helping wou monst not lell anyone how vou valed.

5, Ditfergnt colours are nsed for the hallot papers for each glection [and referendum™ | Fach
ballot paper has 1l own ballol paper envelope (markcd &) postal volmg slalement and relum
envelope (nacked B). The retwra cnvelope and postal voling slatenzent Moe cach ballol paper
relor W the eolour of that ballal paper. 1L s mporlant thal vow nse the comreel envelopes and
postal voung staement or vowr vote may not sount, Youw may find 1t helpful to sont the
docnments into separate sets.

. IPut the ballot paper in the small envelope marked B and seal it
7. Complete the postal voting statement by | #siening it and| providing your date of birth.

8. Then pul the envelops maked A loselier with e postal wollp stadsmenl e laresr
envelope marked B, Retum if straightavas,

After receiving this postal vote, yvou cannot yore in person ac g polling station at this election.

Il vou seerdentall spon]l vouwr hallol paper. vou can wpply o the Rewrming OMeer for a
replacement belore 5 pon. on [dladeie of poff]. Yoo must retnn the sporlt ballot paper, (e postal
voling, stalement, and the envelopss marked A& and B, bMake sure vou contacl the Relwming
OfNicor a8 soou as pozsible.

s Your ballol paper wnd the postal vobmg staement must be reecrved b the Belurming OMeer

by 10 pm on |etneedeie of podf|. You can deliver vour completed postal vote to any polling
station 11 ¥our constituency on polling day.

Electoral frand is o erime, ¥You must not vote nsing g ballot paper that is not addressed o
vou or interfere with amother voter™s Ballot paper.

L s illegal 1o vnic more Lhan oncee {unless ynu are appoinied 85 a provy foe another elecior)
al the same clection.

F{Relwrmmye OMcer o mmil whore a person has been pranted o watver)
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Form K:
Regulaiion 21{1)b)

STATEMENT AS TO POSTAL BALLOT PAPERS
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLL ACTS
FPARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONM

ComslIlueie . .o e
Daleol Pl
A Lsviee of postad balfor papess MNumdor
[ Talal nunber of posial balled papers izqued wider reguolation 71
2 Tolal puaber of postal balled papers izgued uoder regulation 77 {2poill
and relumed Tor cancellaliom ] and roeulanon 78 (Jost or nol reccived )
3. Towal number of postal ballot papors cancelled andor resulation 864
pwhera Lhe [irst ballol paper was cancollad mod rotnervad)
4 Tonal mmber of post | ballol papers vsued (1 1o 3)
L8 (1) Reweid of and replacemens pvied bullor pegers Numbor
3 Number of covenng envelopes reecerved by The reloming officer or ad s

pollmy station before the close of poll {excluding any imdelivered or
remmed under regulation TV (spailt), repulation 78 1) (last) and
repulation 804 (emgelled ballol papers )b

. Number ol covernng anvelopes received by (e celwrning ollicer aller (he
Glose ol poll, sxcluding any retwrned as uondeliverad

7. Numbar of pozial ballat papors relunocd spoult for cansellaiion o lime lor
another ballot paper 1o be 1ssued

% Mumbor of postal ballol papers veplaced as lost or nol recetved burnot
rolmed Jor cancellunon

o MNumiber of postal ballal papers cancelled aned rewfeved m Hmz for
amother ballol papur 1o be issucd

10, Number of postal hallol papors relumed as spoill wo lats for anothor
bhallot paper o be 1s5ued

11, Nomber of covering envelopes relumed gs undelivered {op (o the 10ih
dav atter the date of poll)

12, Mumber of covering envelopes not received by the returning ofticer (by
il 1ith day alier e dote ol poll)

13, Towad oumbers 3 do 12 (s should be (e same az thal i 4 above)

B (2). Meceipd of postad balior papers Personal Jodentifiess MNumdor

14 Nuwobor of covering onvelopes solaside Gor the yerileaton of puersonal
identifiers on posal voune slalements

'

Numbor of postal volng slalemenls nil subject o verlealion procedure
rojeeled as ol compleled {exeludimge prior cancellunons)

160 MNumber of pastal voting statements subpect to venfication progcdure
rigiziiced as noek compleled fexalodmy prior cimeellinons)
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17, umber of postal voting statements rejscted following verification
procedures dug to the persangl identifizrs on the postal vating statement
wr malehing thess i e personal identifioes record (excluding, prior
cahcellalions)

C. Count of postal daliet popers Number

18, MNumber of ballot papers retmined by postal voters which ware included in
i coum of bally papers

19 Number ol eases w whidh o covering covelops o s eonlents werc
marked “Hoeeled” {comeellalions under 77, 78 and $6A are nol rojechons
and should by ocludod i ikans 23,7 and % above)

Dol oo Baned e
Retmming Officer

NOTE

Thiz staternent 15 sent to the Sherdf Clerk A copy must be sent to the Secretany of State and to the
Llectoral Comnizsion. durmp a period of 5 days stariop 110 days aller the day o the pell.

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations make amendments to the Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations
2001 (S.I. 2001/497 (S.2)) (“the 2001 Regulations™).

In the main, these Regulations implement changes made by the Electoral Administration Act
2006, which (amongst other matters) provided for enhanced anti-fraud measures. These include the
introduction, by section 14 of the 2006 Act, of a requirement that persons wishing to vote by post,
by proxy or by postal proxy must provide their signature and date of birth when applying.

Regulation 2 makes consequential amendments to interpretation provisions of the 2001 Regulations.

Regulation 3 deals with circumstances where a person is entitled to a waiver from the requirement
to provide a signature. It also updates the requirements as to how an application for an absent vote
must be presented, to take account of these requirements and to allow for electronic scanning on
a consistent basis.
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Regulation 4 specifies that the registration officer may satisfy himself or herself as to the authenticity
of the personal identifiers provided by using other records that he or she is entitled to inspect. It also
allows further enquiry where an exemption is sought from the obligation to provide a signature.

Regulation 5 provides that fresh signatures are to be required by every fifth anniversary of a person
being recorded as a postal voter, proxy voter or postal proxy voter.

Regulation 6 inserts new regulation 61B in the 2001 Regulations. This specifies the contents of the
record of personal identifiers that the registration officer must keep and provide to returning officers
for use at elections.

Regulations 7 and 11 make provision for two receptacles that are required in consequence of the
new procedures.

Regulation 8 provides that following receipt of postal ballot papers at least a fifth of the returned
postal votes must be set aside for personal identifier checks, and regulation 10 inserts new
regulations 85A and 85B into the 2001 Regulations, to specify the procedure for verifying the
personal identifiers provided in postal voting statements.

Regulation 12 substitutes new Forms A1, B1, G, H, J and K. Forms A1 and B1 have been amended
to include information on postal and proxy postal poll cards about the use of dates of birth. Forms
G, H and J have been amended to include date of birth details on the various forms of postal voting
statement. Form K collects relevant statistics on postal ballot papers. The new form is designed to
collect information relating to the verification procedures in connection with personal identifiers.

Regulation 13 removes a fee of £5 that currently applies for inspecting returns and declarations
of election expenses. The fee also no longer applies for such inspection in relation to elections in
England and Wales or in respect of such returns at Scottish Parliament elections.

Regulation 14 makes minor amendments to the 2001 Regulations to remove a reference to a
provision that has not been brought into force and to correct and clarify some cross-references in
those regulations.
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