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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 13 U.K.

Amendments of the Justice (Northern Ireland) Act 2002

7.—(1)  Amend section 49(1) (reports by Chief Inspector of Criminal Justice) as follows.
(2)  For subsections (1) to (4) substitute—

“(1)  The Chief Inspector must report to the Department of Justice on each inspection
and review carried out by the Chief Inspector.

(1A)  In this section “protected information” means information the inclusion of which in
a report under subsection (1) would be against the public interest on the ground of national
security.

(1B)  If it appears to the Secretary of State that—
(a) the Chief Inspector is required to prepare a report in compliance with

subsection (1), and
(b) the report might contain (or once completed might contain) protected information,

the Secretary of State may require the Chief Inspector to refer the report to the Secretary of
State or, if the report is not completed when the requirement is imposed, to refer the report
once it is completed.

(1C)  The Secretary of State must, within—
(a) the period of 30 days after the date on which the Chief Inspector refers the report

to the Secretary of State under subsection (1B), or
(b) such longer period as may be agreed between the Secretary of State and the

Department of Justice,
notify the Chief Inspector whether, in the opinion of the Secretary of State, the report
contains any protected information.

(1D)  If it appears to the Chief Inspector that a report in compliance with subsection (1)
may contain protected information and the Chief Inspector has not been required to refer
the report to the Secretary of State under subsection (1B), the Chief Inspector must refer
the report to the Secretary of State.

(1E)  The Secretary of State must, within—
(a) the period of 30 days after the date on which the Chief Inspector refers the report

to the Secretary of State under subsection (1D), or
(b) such longer period as may be agreed between the Secretary of State and the

Department of Justice,
notify the Chief Inspector whether, in the opinion of the Secretary of State, the report
contains any protected information.

(1F)  Where the Secretary of State has required a report to be referred to him under
subsection (1B), or the Chief Inspector is required to refer a report to the Secretary of State

(1) Section 49 was amended by section 45 of the Justice and Security (Northern Ireland) Act 2007 (c. 6).
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under subsection (1D), the Chief Inspector must not disclose the report to anyone apart from
the Secretary of State, except—

(a) in accordance with subsection (1G),
(b) after being notified by the Secretary of State that, in the opinion of the Secretary

of State, the report does not contain any protected information, or
(c) after the period mentioned in subsection (1C) or (1E) has expired without any

notification being given by the Secretary of State.
(1G)  Where the Secretary of State informs the Chief Inspector under subsection (1C) or

(1E) that, in the opinion of the Secretary of State, a report contains protected information—
(a) the Secretary of State may direct the Chief Inspector to exclude from the report

any information that, in the opinion of the Secretary of State, is protected
information;

(b) the Chief Inspector must exclude that information from the report;
(c) the Secretary of State must inform the Department of Justice that the Secretary of

State has given a direction under paragraph (a);
(d) the Secretary of State must, either before or as soon as practicable after the report

is laid before the Northern Ireland Assembly under subsection (1I), lay before
Parliament a statement that the Secretary of State has given a direction under
paragraph (a).

(1H)  When the Chief Inspector sends a report to the Department of Justice under
subsection (1) from which information has been excluded under subsection (1G), the Chief
Inspector must at the same time send a copy of the report to the Secretary of State.

(1I)  Where a report is received by the Department of Justice under subsection (1), the
Department must—

(a) lay a copy of it before the Northern Ireland Assembly, and
(b) arrange for it to be published.

(1J)  But the Department of Justice may exclude a part of a report from the copy so laid
or published if, in the opinion of the Department, the laying or publication of the part—

(a) would be against the public interest, or
(b) might jeopardise the safety of any person.

(1K)  If the Department of Justice excludes a part of a report from laying or publication,
the Department must lay or publish with the report a statement that it has been excluded.

(1L)  Section 41(3) of the Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954(2) applies for the
purposes of subsections (1I) and (1K) in relation to the laying of a copy of a report or a
statement as it applies in relation to the laying of a statutory document under an enactment.”

Commencement Information
I1 Sch. 13 para. 7 in force at 12.4.2010, see art. 1(2)

(2) 1954 c. 33 (N.I.). Section 41(3) was substituted by S.I. 1999/663.
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