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COUNCIL DECISION of 20 December 1968

on the conclusion and implementation of individual agreements

between Governments relating to the obligation of Member States

to maintain minimum stocks of crude oil and/or petroleum
products

(68/416/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic
Community, and in particular Article 103 thereof;

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission;

Whereas the Council has adopted the Directive of 20 December
1968 (') imposing an obligation on Member States of the European
Economic Community to maintain minimum stocks of crude oil and/
or petroleum products;

Whereas Article 6 (2) of that Directive makes provision for the estab-
lishment, under individual agreements between Governments, of stocks
within the territory of a Member State for the account of undertakings
established in another Member State;

Whereas it seems appropriate to lay down a procedure to be applied in
the event of such agreements not being reached within a reasonable
time or not being complied with;

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

Where an agreement between Governments as provided for in Article 6
(2) of the Council Directive of 20 December 1968 has not been
reached by the Governments concerned within a period of eight months
following notification of that Directive or where such an agreement has
not been complied with, the Governments concerned shall inform the
Commission. Al In the case of new Member States, such period
shall be calculated from the date of accession. <«

The Commission may propose to the Governments concerned appro-
priate measures for overcoming their difficulties.

Article 2

Where an agreement between Governments has not been reached
within three months following the proposal by the Commission of
appropriate measures for overcoming the difficulties, the Commission
shall lay a proposal for a Directive, or for any other appropriate
measure, before the Council.

This proposal shall provide in particular for a procedure whereby the
registration, supervision, and transport of the stocks held in the other
Member State may be ensured and shall take account of the principles
set out in Article 6 (2) of the aforementioned Directive.

Article 3

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

(') OJ No L 308, 23.12.1968, p. 14.



