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COMMISSION DECISION

of 30 June 1978
authorizing the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to
grant exemptions for national road transport operations from the Community

Regulations on social matters relating to road transport
(Only the English text is authentic)

(78 /638 /EEC)

Northern Ireland necessitates special transport require
ments, especially because of the variability of supplies
and the location of the milk processing firms ;
whereas the condition of the road infrastructure used
by this traffic does not permit rapid delivery of a
highly perishable product ; whereas Article 14a (3) of
Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 provides that the
Commission may specify the conditions and arrange
ments which it deems necessary for the application of
the measures ; whereas , in view of the scale of the
transport operations in question , it is essential to
specify such conditions and arrangements ;

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN

COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No
543/69 of 25 March 1969 on the harmonization of
certain social legislation relating to road transport ('),
as last amended by Regulation (EEC) No 2829/77 (2 ),
and in particular Article 14a (3) thereof,

whereas by Commission Decision 78 /85/EEC of 21
December 1977 (5 ) the United Kingdom is authorized
to apply until 31 December 1980 , different standards
from those of Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 ; whereas
it is important that the milk transport situation in the
United Kingdom should be reviewed in the light of
harmonization of social progress at the end of the tran
sition period for the introduction of the said Regula
tion ;

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No
1463/70 of 20 July 1970 on the introduction of
recording equipment in road transport (3 ), as last
amended by Regulation (EEC) No 2828/77 (4 ), and in
particular Article 3 (3 ) thereof,

Having regard to the application made to the Commis
sion by the Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland for authorization

to exempt from Regulations (EEC) No 543/69 and
(EEC) No 1463/70 the vehicles referred to in Article
14a (3) (a) of Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 , and from
Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 only the vehicles
referred to in Article 14a (3 ) (b) thereof,

Whereas the characteristics of the transport operations
carried out by the specialized vehicles referred to in
Article 14a (3) (a) of Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 are
of negligible or no economic importance ; whereas
such transport operations would remain subject to the
relevant national legislation if exempted from Regula
tion (EEC) No 543/69 ; whereas the non-application
of Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 to these transport
operations is not liable to affect either the conditions
of competition on the transport market or road safety ;

Whereas the present structure of the market for milk
in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Whereas Decision 78 /85/EEC provides for temporary
derogations which will disappear in accordance with a
prescribed timetable ; whereas this system also applies
to the milk industry ; whereas the specific character of
this sector justifies certain additional derogations
during the period covered by the said Decision ;

Whereas Article 14 (a) (5) of Regulation (EEC) No
543/69 provides that , where an exemption is granted
from that Regulation , the Member States shall at the
same time take appropriate measures to keep an effec
tive check on such transport so as to ensure that stand
ards of social protection and road safety are not
impaired ,(■) OJ No L 77, 29 . 3 . 1969 , p. 49 .

(2 ) OJ No L 334, 24 . 12 . 1977, p . 11 .
(3 ) OJ No L 164, 27 . 7 . 1970 , p. 1 .
(4 ) OJ No L 334, 24 . 12 . 1977, p. 5 . ( 5 ) OJ No L 33 , 3 . 2 . 1978 , p. 8 .
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HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

exceed 108 hours per period of two weeks and, where
no weekly rest period is taken , a periodical rest period
equivalent to two weekly rest periods is taken at least
every two weeks .

Article 3

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland shall notify the Commission of the measures
taken to implement this Decision .

Article 4

This Decision is addressed to the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland .

Done at Brussels , 30 June 1978 .

For the Commission

Richard BURKE

Member of the Commission

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland is hereby authorized to exempt from the appli - ,
cation of Regulations (EEC) No 543 /69 and (EEC) No
1463/70 the national transport operations referred to
in Article 14a (3) of Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 . The
existing national provisions shall remain in force for
these operations .

Article 2

Without prejudice to the measures taken pursuant to
Decision 78 /85/EEC, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland is hereby authorized to
maintain until 31 December 1980 , for transport of
milk from farm to dairy and vice versa , as provided for
in Article 14 (. 1 ) (3 ) (b), the national provisions appli
cable at the time of entry into force of Regulation
(EEC) No 543/69 as long as the continuous driving
time is limited to five hours , the driving time does not


