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COUNCIL DECISION

of 25 July 1978

on a research programme of the European Economic Community on forecasting and
assessment in the field of science and technology ( 1978 to 1982 )

(78 /668/EEC)

and international level but is not at the present time
sufficiently used by the Community nor specifically tail
ored to the particular problems facing the Community ;

Whereas the Council , in its resolution of 14 January
1974 on the coordination of national policies and the
definition of projects of interest to the Community in
the field of science and technology (4 ), entrusted the
Commission and the Council with the task of progress
ively carrying out this coordination with the assistance
of the Scientific and Technical Research Committee
(CREST);

Whereas Member States should endeavour, in the
framework of the rules and procedures applicable to
their national programmes, to coordinate research work
carried out by the research bodies and institutes
specialized in the field of forecasting and assessment ;

Whereas the Commission should be granted the capabil
ity of defining priority areas for research and develop
ment action of the Community taking into account
possible long-term developments and of determining the
long-term effects of research and development activities
on the social and economic development of the Com
munity ;

Whereas CREST has delivered an opinion on the pro
posal from the Commission,

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Articles 2 and
235 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia
ment (*),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2 ),

Whereas research and development activities can play
an important part in achieving the long-term objectives
of the Community ;

Whereas the Council , in its resolution of 14 January
1974 (3 ), approved an action programme of the Euro
pean Communities on forecasting, assessment and
methodology which is a necessary element for defining
the long-term action of the Communities and ensures
technical backing for future decisions of Community
institutions in the scientific and technological field ;

Whereas the ensuing study entitled 'Europe plus 30 '
stressed the usefulness and need for long-term forecast
ing activities to guide Community policies and de
cisions ;

Whereas the Council in the said resolution has taken
note of the fact that the Commission intends to submit ,
in the near future, concrete proposals on the basis of the
results of the 'Europe plus 30' study;

Whereas rather than creating a Community Forecasting
Institute as suggested in the 'Europe plus 30 ' study, it is
preferable that the Community should enlarge its ex
perience during a five-year experimental phase ;

Whereas extensive research work is being carried out on
forecasting and assessment of technology at a national

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

The research programme of the European Economic
Community on forecasting and assessment in the field
of science, and technology as defined in the Annex is
hereby adopted . The programme shall be for a period of
five years .

Article 2

The ceiling for expenditure commitments and the
maximum number of staff necessary for the execution

(!) OJ No C 299, 12 . 12 . 1977, p. 41 .
(2 ) OJ No C 59 , 8 . 3 . 1978 , p. 19 .
(3 ) OJ No C 7, 29 . 1 . 1974 , p. 7 . (4 ) OJ No C 7, 29 . 1 . 1974, p. 2 .
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Article 5

The information resulting from the implementation of
the programme shall be disseminated in accordance
with Regulation (EEC) No 2380/74 (4 ).

of the programme are set respectively at 4-4 million
European units of account, and 10 temporary staff
within the meaning of Article 2 (a) of the conditions of
employment of other servants of the European Com
munities , set by Regulation (EEC, Euratom, ECSC) No
259/68 ( J), as last amended by Regulation (Euratom,
ECSC, EEC) No 914/78 ( 2 ). The European unit of
account is defined by the current Financial Regulation
applicable to the general budget of the European
Communities .

Article 3

The Commission shall be responsible for the implemen
tation of the programme. It shall be assisted in this task
by an Advisory Committee on Programme Management
to be set up by the Commission, conforming to the
Council resolution of 18 July 1977 (3 ).

Article 6

This Decision shall take effect on the day following its
publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities .

Done at Brussels, 25 July 1978 .

For the Council

The President

K. von DOHNANYI

Article 4

The Commission shall assess the result of the pro
gramme and report to the Council and to the European
Parliament at the end of the fourth year.

i 1 ) OJ No L 56, 4 . 3 . 1968 , p. 1 .
( 2) OJ No L 119, 3 . 5 . 1978 , p. 8 .
(3 ) OJ No C 192 , 11 . 8 . 1977, p. 1 . (4 ) OJ No L 255 , 20. 9 . 1974, p. 1 .
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ANNEX

Research programme of the European Economic Community on forecasting and assessment in the field
of science and technology

( 1978 to 1982 )

(Indirect action)

1 . The main aim of the research programme is to contribute to the definition of long-term Community
research and development objectives and priorities and thus to the development of a coherent sci
ence and technology policy in the long term.

2 . Work should concentrate on the following three priority areas : long-term supply of resources, long
term technical and structural change, and long-term social change.

3 . To achieve the aim referred to in point 1 , the programme has three main tasks within the three
above priority areas referred to in point 2 :

(a ) Analyzing existing forecasting and assessment research activities within the Community and
elsewhere with regard to their relevance to the development of the Community's scientific and
technological policy.

(b ) Highlighting prospects , problems and potential conflicts likely to affect the long term develop
ment of the Community and defining alternative courses of Community research and develop
ment action to help solve or achieve them or to render concrete these possibilities . The research
is to be specifically problem orientated and geared to the practical needs of the Community
institutions and member governments and chosen on the basis of appropriate criteria . This
research is not to be only carried out on current or long term problems of Community interest,
not being studied in depth elsewhere , or of a multi-sectoral or multi-disciplinary nature, the
solution of which contributes to the development of the Community's scientific and technologi
cal policy as a whole . Particular attention is also to be paid to adapting and improving forecast
ing methodology.

(c) Establishing, in cooperation with Member States , an ad hoc system of collaboration between
specialized research groups within the Community and so creating a series of Community fore
casting networks. The networks must be as flexible and informal as possible, created and
adapted to the particular problem under study. The networks must have the dual function of
providing an active input into the programme and encouraging coordination through the ex
change of information and researchers between participating centres .


