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COMMISSION DECISION

of 21 December 1977

authorizing the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to take
measures in respect of national road transport involving exemptions from
certain provisions of Council Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 on the harmonization
of certain social legislation relating to road transport, as last amended by

Council Regulation (EEC) No 2827/77
(Only the English text is authentic)

(78/85/EEC)

Whereas the drivers of road transport vehicles would
be reluctant to accept any reduction in their earnings
proportionate to the reduction of driving periods
consequent on the immediate and full application of
Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 ; whereas wage claims
might be entered which would be incompatible with
the anti-inflation policy pursued by the British
Government ; whereas such a situation could have
unfavourable consequences for the whole economy ;

Whereas the system governing road transport in the
United Kingdom is different in Great Britain and in
Northern Ireland ;

Whereas the effects of the recession are felt the more
severely in Great Britain as the road haulage sector is
largely made up of small undertakings ; whereas more
than half the road haulage undertakings using vehicles
of more than 3-5 tonnes permissible laden weight
own only one vehicle and only 13 % own more than
five vehicles ; whereas these small undertakings do not
have the financial resources to absorb the drastic
reduction in their productivity which would result
from full application of the Regulation ;

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN

COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No
2827/77 of 12 December 1977 amending Council
Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 of 25 March 1969 on the
harmonization of certain social legislation relating to
road transport , and in particular Article 2 thereof,

Having regard to the request of the Government of
the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland for author
ization to adopt protective measures involving exemp
tions from Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 ,

Whereas, pursuant to Article 2 of Regulation (EEC)
No 2827/77, the Commission may authorize the
Member States to adopt measures involving exemp
tions from the provisions of Article 7 to 12 of Regula
tion (EEC) No 543/69 in the event of serious diffi
culties in the field of transport or difficulties which
could lead to a serious deterioration in a national or
regional economic situation ; whereas these exemp
tions may not apply after 31 December 1980 ;
whereas, furthermore , at the request of the Member
State concerned , the Commission shall prescribe the
exemptions which it considers necessary and specify
the conditions and special procedure, which must
include a programme for a progressive return by
regular stages to the provisions of Regulation (EEC)
No 543/69 ;

Whereas the road haulage sector is suffering serious
economic difficulties under the current recession and
as a result the financial returns in this sector are
inadequate ;

Whereas road passenger transport is also faced with
considerable difficulties ; whereas only a small part of
this sector is financially healthy ; whereas any increase
in costs resulting from the immediate and full imple
mentation of Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 could lead
to a reduction in passenger transport services ;

Whereas in Northern Ireland, where 95 % of trans
port operations are conducted by road, the proportion
of owner-operators is even higher than in Great
Britain ;

Whereas the exemptions authorized by the Commis
sion must provide for the smooth advance by regular
stages to the full implementation of the provisions of
Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 ; whereas it is therefore
necessary to lay down stages of gradual approximation
leading to the full application , by 1 January 1981 at
the latest, of the rules laid down in the Regulation ;
whereas, within these limits, the exemptions concern
in particular driving periods and rest periods ; whereas
the request of the Government of the United
Kingdom does not meet these conditions in every
respect,
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HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION :

Article 1

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland is authorized to take measures with respect to
national road transport operations for a period until
31 December 1980 derogating from Articles 7, 11 and
12 of Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 as last amended by
Regulation (EEC) No 2827 of 12 December 1977 .

These measures may be adopted within the limits laid
down below ; Article 8 of Regulation (EEC) No
543/69 shall apply in accordance with the continuous
driving periods authorized by the Commission on the
basis of this Decision :

1 . Article 7 ( 1 ) (continuous driving period):

— from 1 December 1978 to 30 September
1979, the daily driving period shall not
exceed nine-and-a-half hours,

— from 1 October 1979 to 31 December
1980 , the daily driving period shall not
exceed nine hours ;

B. Transport operations in Northern Ireland :

(a) the carriage of goods :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 November

1978 , the daily driving period shall not
exceed 1 1 hours,

— from 1 December 1978 to 30 June
1979 , the daily driving period shall not
exceed 10 hours,

— from 1 July 1979 to 31 December 1980 ,
the daily driving period shall not exceed
nine hours ; it may, however, be
extended to 10 hours not more than
once a week ;

(b) the carriage of passengers :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 November

1978 , the daily driving period shall not
exceed 1 1 hours,

— from 1 December 1978 to 30 September
1979 , the daily driving period shall not
exceed 10 hours,

— from 1 October 1979 to 31 December
1980 , the daily driving period shall not
exceed nine hours ; it may, however, be
extended to 10 hours not more than
once a week .

3 . Article 7 (4) (weekly and fortnightly driving
periods) :

A. Transport operations in Great Britain :

(a) the carriage of goods :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 June 1979,
the driving period shall not exceed 57
hours in any one week or 112 hours in
any two consecutive weeks,

— from 1 July 1979 to 31 December 1980,
the driving period shall not exceed 54
hours in any one week or 106 hours in
any two consecutive weeks ;

(b) the carriage of passengers :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 November

1978 the driving period shall not exceed
60 hours in any one week or 1 1 8 hours
in any two consecutive weeks,

— from 1 December 1978 to 30 September
1979, the driving period shall not
exceed 57 hours in any one week or 1 1 2
hours in any two consecutive weeks,

Transport operations in Great Britain and in
Northern Ireland :

(a) the carriage of goods :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 June 1979 , the
continuous driving period shall not exceed
five hours,

— from 1 July 1979 to 31 December 1980 , the
continuous driving period shall not exceed
four-and-a-half hours ;

(b) the carriage of passengers :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 November 1978 ,
the continuous driving period- shall not
exceed five-and-a-half hours,

— from 1 December 1978 to 30 September
1979 , the continuous driving period shall
not exceed five hours,

— from 1 October 1979 to 31 December 1980 ,
the continuous driving period shall not
exceed four-and-a-half hours .

2. Article 7 (2 ) (daily driving period) :

A. Transport operations in Great Britain :

(a) the carriage of goods :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 November

1978 , the daily driving period shall not
exceed 10 hours,

— from 1 December 1978 to 30 June
1979 , the daily driving period shall not
exceed nine-and-a-half hours,

— from 1 July 1979 to 31 December 1980 ,
the daily driving period shall not exceed
nine hours ;

(b) the carriage of passengers :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 November

1978 , the daily driving period shall not
exceed 10 hours,
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— from 1 October 1979 to 31 December
1980 , the driving period shall not
exceed 54 hours in any one week or 106
hours in any two consecutive weeks ;

B. Transport operations in Northern Ireland :

(a) the carriage of goods :

— from 1 January 1978 to 30 November
1978 , the driving period shall not
exceed 63 hours in any one week or 120
hours in any two consecutive weeks,

— from 1 December 1978 to 30 June
1979 , the driving period shall not
exceed 60 hours in any one week or 1 18
hours in any two consecutive weeks ,

— from 1 July 1979 to 31 December 1980 ,
the driving period shall not exceed 54
hours in any one week or 106 hours in
any two consecutive weeks ;

(b) the carriage of passengers :

— from 1 January 1978 to 30 November
1978 , the driving period shall not
exceed 63 hours in any one week or 120
hours in any two consecutive weeks,

— from 1 December 1978 to 30 September
1979 , the driving period shall not
exceed 60 hours in any one week or 1 18
hours in any two consecutive weeks ;

— from 1 October 1979 to 31 December
1980 , the driving period shall not
exceed 54 hours in any one week or 106
hours in any two consecutive weeks .

5 . Article 11 ( 2 ) (daily rest period for road
passenger transport) :

A. Transport operations in Great Britain :

— from 1 January 1978 to 30 September 1978
every crew member shall have had a daily
rest period of 10 consecutive hours during
the 24-hour period preceding any time
when he is performing any activity covered
by Article 14 (2) (c) or (d) of Regulation
(EEC) No 543/69 , which may be reduced to
eight-and-a-half hours three times a week,

— from 1 October 1978 to 30 September 1979
the daily rest period of 10 hours may be
reduced to eight-and-a-half hours twice a
week ,

— from 1 October 1979 to 31 December 1980
the daily rest period of 10 hours may be
reduced once a week to eight-and-a-half
hours for the drivers of vehicles on regular
routes ,

— from 1 October 1 979 Article 1 1 (2) shall
apply in full for passenger services on non
scheduled routes .

B. Transport operations in Northern Ireland :

— from 1 January 1978 to 30 September 1978
every crew member shall have had a daily
rest period of 10 consecutive hours during
the 24-hour period preceding any time
when he is performing any activity covered
by Article 14 (2) (c) or (d) of Regulation
(EEC) No 543/69 , which may be reduced to
eight hours provided that the following
daily rest period is at least 12 hours,

— from 1 October 1978 to 30 September 1979
the daily rest period of 10 hours may be
reduced to eight-and-a-half hours three
times a week,

— from 1 October 1979 to 31 December 1980
the daily rest period of 10 hours may be
reduced to nine hours three times a week .

6 . Article 12 (weekly rest period) :

A. Transport operations in Great Britain :

(a) the carriage of goods :

— from 1 January 1978 to 31 December
1978 the weekly rest period may be
taken at any time between 0000 Sunday
and 2400 Saturday,

— from 1 January 1979 any period of
seven consecutive days must include a
weekly rest period ,

4 . Article 11 ( 1 ) (daily rest period in . road
haulage) :

Transport operations in Northern Ireland :

— from 1 January 1978 to 30 September 1978
every crew member shall have had a daily rest
period of 10 consecutive hours during the 24
hour period preceding any time when he is
performing any activity covered by Article 14
(2) (c) or (d ) of Regulation (EEC) No 543/69 ,
which may be reduced to eight hours provided
that the following daily rest period is at least 12
hours ,

— Article 11 ( 1 ) shall apply in full from 1 October
1978 .
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— from 1 July 1979 to 31 December 1979
the weekly rest period may be reduced
to at least 24 consecutive hours, immedi
ately preceded or followed by a daily
rest period ,

— Article 12 shall apply in full from 1
January 1 980 ;

(b) the carriage of passengers :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 September

1979 the weekly rest period may be
reduced to at least 24 consecutive hours,
not necessarily preceded or followed
immediately by a daily rest period ;
however, from 1 January 1978 to 30
September 1978 the weekly rest period
may be replaced by a periodical rest
period of 24 hours to be taken before
the end of any fortnight,

— from 1 October 1979 to 31 December
1980 the weekly rest period may be
reduced to at least 24 consecutive hours,
immediately preceded or followed by a
daily rest period .

— from 1 January 1978 to 30 June 1979
the weekly rest period may be reduced
to at least 24 consecutive hours, immedi
ately preceded or followed by a daily
rest period,

— Article 12 shall apply in full from 1
July 1979 ;

(b) the carriage of passengers :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 September

1979 the weekly rest period may be
taken at any time between 0000 Sunday
and 2400 Saturday,

— from 1 October 1979 any period of
seven consecutive days must include a
weekly rest period,

— from 1 January 1978 to 30 September
1979 the weekly rest period may be
reduced to at least 24 consecutive hours,
not necessarily preceded or followed
immediately by a daily rest period ;
however, from 1 January 1978 to 30
September 1978 the weekly rest period
may be replaced by a periodical rest
period of 24 hours to be taken before
the end of any fortnight,

— from 1 October 1979 to 31 December

1980 the weekly rest period may be
reduced to at least 24 consecutive hours ,
immediately preceded or followed by a
daily rest period .

B. Transport operations in Northern Ireland :
(a) the carriage of goods :
— from 1 January 1978 to 30 June 1979
the weekly rest period may be reduced
to at least 24 consecutive hours, not
necessarily preceded or followed imme
diately by a daily rest period ; however,
from 1 January 1978 to 30 September
1978 the weekly rest period may be
replaced by a periodical rest period of
24 hours to be taken before the end of
any fortnight,

Article 2

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland shall notify the Commission of the measures
taken in application of this Decision .

Article 3

This Decision is addressed to the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland .

Done at Brussels , 21 December 1977 .

For the Commission

The President

Roy JENKINS


