9.12. 97

Official Journal of the European Communities

L 338/7

COUNCIL DECISION
of 28 November 1997

on the implementation of Common Position 95/544/CFSP on Nigeria

(97/820/CFSP)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty on European Union, and in
particular Article J.2 thereof,

Whereas on 4 December 1995 the Council defined, on
the basis of Article J.2 of the Treaty on European Union,
Common Position 95/544/CFSP on Nigeria (1);

Whereas Common Position 95/544/CFSP was extended
untii 1 November 1998 by Council Decision
97/821/CFSP (%);

Whereas certain guidelines should be provided for the

implementation of the aforementioned common
position,
HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

1. The Member States of the Union may grant visas to
any Nigerian nationals participating in an international
conference in their territory, in particular for meetings in
the framework of the Fourth ACP-EC Convention, signed
at Lomé on 15 December 1989.

2. The Member States, desirous of honouring their
international undertakings, may allow exceptions to
paragraph 1 of Common Position 95/544/CFSP:

— pursuant to the provisions of a headquarters
agreement,

(1) OJ L 309, 21. 12. 1995, p. 1.
(%) See page 8 of this Official Journal.

— in order to follow up undertakings already into prior
to the adoption of the common position in 1995,
particularly in respect of sporting events organized by
international sports federations, that is to say the
1998 Football World Cup and matches already
organized in preparation therefor, and also the 1998
World Basketball Championship.

The Member States shall inform the sports federations of
the provisions of this Decision.

3. Exceptions to paragraph 1 of Common Position
95/544/CFSP. may also be allowed on urgent
humanitarian grounds.

Article 2

Visas shall be granted on an individual basis only,
following prior notification to all Member States.

- Article 3

This Decision shall be published in the Official Journal.

Done at Brussels, 28 November 1997.

For the Council
The President
G. WOHLFART



