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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION
of 11 December 1997

laying down the procedure for adopting the Community's position in the
Customs Union Joint Committee set up by Decision No 1 /95 of the EC-Turkey
Association Council on implementation of the final phase of the Customs Union

(97/833/EC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community, and in particular Article 113 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ('),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Par
liament (2),

Whereas Decision No 1 /95 (3) of the EC-Turkey Associa
tion Council established a Customs Union Joint
Committee ; whereas that Committee is empowered to
frame recommendations to the Association Council and
has decision-making powers in the cases provided for by
the said Decision ;

Whereas for the purposes of Joint Committee proceed
ings it is necessary to lay down rules for the adoption of
common positions on the basis of which the Community,
represented on the Joint Committee by the Commission ,
can enter into commitments vis-a-vis Turkey,

Whereas the Joint Committee's task is to ensure the
proper functioning of the Customs Union and freedom of
trade between the Parties; whereas common positions to
be adopted by the Community accordingly fall within the
scope of Article 113 of the Treaty, and the procedure
provided for by that Article should as a rule apply;

Whereas it is necessary, however, to provide that common
positions relating to the application of Community legis
lation and any associated technical adjustments or to the

assessment of anti-competitive behaviour should be
adopted by the Commission ,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

Subject to Article 2, the position to be taken by the
Community in the Customs Union Joint Committee
shall be adopted by the Council, acting by a qualified
majority on a proposal from the Commission .

Article 3

The position to be taken by the Community in the
Customs Union Joint Committee shall be adopted by the
Commission where the said position relates to the simple
transposition into the Customs Union of acts of Com
munity law, if necessary by means of technical adjust
ments, or to the assessment of anti-competitive behaviour.
The annual report by the Commission on the implemen
tation of the Customs Union shall also inform the Euro
pean Parliament of decisions taken by the Joint
Committee .

Article 3

This Decision shall be published in the Official Journal
of the European Communities.

Done at Brussels, 11 December 1997 .

For the Council

The President

M. DELVAUX-STEHRES

(') OJ C 84, 21 . 3 . 1996, p. 14.
(2) Opinion delivered on 18 November 1997 (not yet published
in the Official Journal).
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