
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Commission Decision of 5 March
2008 laying down rules for the implementation of Decision No 575/2007/EC of the European Parliament and of

the Council establishing the European Return Fund for the period 2008 to 2013 as part of the General programme
‘Solidarity and Management of Migration Flows’ as regards Member States' management and control systems, the
rules for administrative and financial management and the eligibility of expenditure on projects co-financed by the

Fund (notified under document number C(2008)796) (Only the Bulgarian, Czech, Dutch, English, Estonian, Finnish,
French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Maltese, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Slovak,
Slovenian, Spanish and Swedish texts are authentic) (2008/458/EC), Article 9. (See end of Document for details)

Commission Decision of 5 March 2008 laying down rules for the implementation
of Decision No 575/2007/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council

establishing the European Return Fund for the period 2008 to 2013 as part of the
General programme ‘Solidarity and Management of Migration Flows’ as regards

Member States' management and control systems, the rules for administrative
and financial management and the eligibility of expenditure on projects co-

financed by the Fund (notified under document number C(2008)796) (Only the
Bulgarian, Czech, Dutch, English, Estonian, Finnish, French, German, Greek,
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PART II

PROVISIONS COMMON TO THE FOUR FUNDS

CHAPTER 2

Management and control systems

Article 9

Selection and award procedure when the responsible authority acts as awarding body

1 The calls for proposals defined in Article 7(2) shall be published in a way that ensures
maximum publicity among potential beneficiaries. [F1Any substantial change to the content of
the calls for proposals shall also be published under the same conditions.]
The calls for proposals shall specify:

a the objectives;
b the selection criteria, which shall comply with Article 15(5) of the basic act, and the

relevant supporting documents;
c the arrangements for Community and, if applicable, national financing;
d the arrangements and final date for submission of proposals.

2 For the purposes of selection of projects and award of grants, the responsible authority
shall ensure that potential beneficiaries are informed of the following specific conditions
concerning the projects to be implemented:

a the eligibility rules for the expenditure;
b the time-limit for implementation; and
c the financial and other information to be kept and communicated.

Before the award decision is taken the responsible authority shall satisfy itself that
the final beneficiary and/or the partners in the project have the capacity to fulfil these
conditions.

3 The responsible authority shall ensure that projects awarded grants have been subject
to a formal, technical and budgetary analysis and qualitative assessment applying the criteria laid
down in the call for proposals. The reasons for rejection of the other projects shall be recorded.
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ensure that conflicts of interest are avoided in all cases and, in particular, when the applicants
are national bodies.

5 The award decision shall indicate at least the name of the final beneficiary and/or of
the partners in the project, the essential details of the project and its operational objectives, the
maximum amount of co-financing from the Fund and the maximum rate of co-financing of the
total eligible costs.

6 Written information shall be sent to each applicant on the results of the selection
process containing an explanation of the selection decisions. If provided for in national
legislation, the relevant review procedure shall be mentioned.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Commission Decision of 2 March 2011 amending Decision 2008/458/EC laying down

rules for the implementation of Decision No 575/2007/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council establishing the European Return Fund for the period 2008 to 2013 as part of the General
programme ‘Solidarity and Management of Migration Flows’ as regards Member States’ management
and control systems, the rules for administrative and financial management and the eligibility of
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