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Decision (EU) 2017/684 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 5 April 2017 on establishing an information exchange mechanism with

regard to intergovernmental agreements and non-binding instruments
between Member States and third countries in the field of energy,

and repealing Decision No 994/2012/EU (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 4

Assistance from the Commission

1 Where a Member State gives the Commission notice of negotiations pursuant
to Article 3(1), the Commission services may provide it with advice on how to avoid
incompatibility with Union law of the intergovernmental agreement or of the amendment to
an intergovernmental agreement under negotiation. Such advice may include relevant optional
model clauses and guidance that the Commission develops in consultation with Member States
in accordance with Article 9(2).

The Commission services may also draw the attention of the Member State concerned
to the relevant Union energy policy objectives, including on the Energy Union.

That Member State may also request the assistance of the Commission in those
negotiations.

2 At the request of the Member State concerned, the Commission may participate in the
negotiations as an observer. The Commission may request to participate in the negotiations as
an observer where it considers this to be necessary. The Commission's participation shall be
subject to the written approval of the Member State concerned.

3 Where the Commission participates in the negotiations as an observer, it may provide
the Member State concerned with advice on how to avoid incompatibility with Union law of
the intergovernmental agreement or amendment under negotiation.
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