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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE
of 15 March 1976

amending Directives 66/403/EEC and 70/458/EEC on the marketing of seed pota-
toes and vegetable seed

(76/307/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Articles 43
and 100 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (?),

Whereas it results from Article 15 of Council Direc-
tive 66/403/EEC of 14 June 1966 on the marketing of
seed potatoes (), as last amended by Directive
75/444/EEC (%) and from Article 32 of Council Direc-
tive 70/4S8/EEC of 29 September 1970 on the
marketing of vegetable seed (%), as last amended by
Directive 73/438/EEC (¢), that after 1 July 197§
Member States may no longer establish under their
own responsibility the equivalence of inspections and
checks carried out in third countries; whereas,
however, the work intended to enable such equival-
ence to be determined at Community level has not
yet been completed ;

Whereas, therefore, in order to prevent the Member
States’ traditional trade patterns being disturbed, the
Member States should, on the one hand, be granted
the possibility in respect of seed potatoes of extending
the validity of decisions on equivalence already taken
by them and, on the other hand, the abovementioned
date should be postponed in respect of vegetable seed,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

The following paragraph shall be added to Article 15
of Directive 66/403/EEC:

‘2a. Member States are hereby authorized to
extend until 31 December 1976 the validity of
decisions taken in accordance with paragraph 2
before 1 July 1975’

Article 2

In the second sentence of Article 32 (2) of Directive
70/458/EEC ‘30 June 1975 shall be replaced by ‘30
June 1977'.

Article 3

Member States shall bring into force the laws, regula-
tions and administrative provisions necessary to
comply with this Directive with effect from 1 July
1975.

They shall forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

Article 4
This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 15 March 1976.

For the Council
The President
R. VOUEL
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