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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE
of 17 May 1977

on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to
motor-vehicle towing-devices

(77/389/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic
Community, and in particular Article 100 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,
Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament (1),
Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social Committee (?),

Whereas the technical requirements which motor vehicles must satisfy
pursuant to national laws relate inter alia to their towing-devices;

Whereas those requirements differ from one Member State to another;
whereas it is therefore necessary that all Member States adopt the same
requirements either in addition to or in place of their existing rules, in
order, in particular, to allow the EEC type-approval procedure, which
was the subject of Council Directive 70/156/EEC of 6 February 1970 on
the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the
type-approval of motor vehicles and their trailers (3), to be introduced in
respect of each type of vehicle;

Whereas approximation of the national laws relating to motor vehicles
entails mutual recognition by the Member States of the checks carried
out by each of them on the basis of the common requirements,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

For the purposes of this Directive, ‘vehicle’ means any motor vehicle
intended for use on the road, with or without bodywork, having at least
four wheels and a maximum design speed exceeding 25 km/h,
»M1 with the exception of vehicles which run on rails and of
agricultural and forestry tractors and all mobile machinery. <«

Article 2

No Member State may refuse to grant EEC type-approval or national
type-approval of a vehicle on grounds relating to their towing-devices, if
these satisfy the requirements set out in the »M1 Annex II «.

Article 3

No Member State may refuse registration or prohibit the sale, entry into
service or use of a vehicle on grounds relating to their towing-devices if
these satisfy the requirements set out in the M1 Annex II « to this
Directive.

Article 4

Any amendments necessary to adjust the requirements of WP M1 the
Annexes « to take account of technical progress shall be adopted in
accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 13 of Council
Directive 70/156/EEC.

(1) OJNo C 76, 7. 4. 1975, p. 37.
(2) OJ No C 248, 29. 10. 1975, p. 24.
() OJNo L 42, 23.2. 1970, p. 1.
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Article 5

1. Member States shall put into force the provisions necessary to
comply with this Directive within 18 months of its notification and shall
immediately inform the Commission thereof.

2. Member States shall ensure that the texts of legislative provisions
which they adopt in the area governed by this Directive are
communicated to the Commission.

Article 6

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.
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M1

Annex I:

Annex II:

LIST OF ANNEXES

Administrative provisions for type-approval
Appendix 1: Information document
Appendix 2: Type-approval certificate

Towing-devices
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M1
- ANNEX I

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS FOR TYPE-APPROVAL

1. APPLICATION FOR EC TYPE-APPROVAL OF A VEHICLE TYPE

1.1.  The application for EC type-approval pursuant to Article 3 (4) of Directive
70/156/EEC of a vehicle type with regard to its towing devices shall be
submitted by the manufacturer.

1.2. A model for the information document is given in Appendix 1.

1.3.  The following must be submitted to the technical service responsible for
conducting the type-approval tests:

1.3.1. a vehicle representative of the type to be approved.

2. GRANTING OF EC TYPE-APPROVAL OF A VEHICLE TYPE

2.1.  If the relevant requirements are satisfied, EC type-approval pursuant to
Article 4 (3) and, if applicable, 4 (4) of Directive 70/156/EEC shall be
granted.

2.2. A model for the EC type-approval certificate is given in Appendix 2.

2.3. An approval number in accordance with Annex VII to Directive
70/156/EEC shall be assigned to each type of vehicle approved. The
same Member State shall not assign the same number to another type of
vehicle.

3. MODIFICATIONS OF THE TYPE AND AMENDMENTS TO APPRO-
VALS

3.1. In the case of modifications of the type approved pursuant to this
Directive, the provisions of Article 5 of Directive 70/156/EEC shall apply.

4. CONFORMITY OF PRODUCTION

4.1. Measures to ensure the conformity of production shall be taken in
accordance with the provisions laid down in Article 10 of Directive
70/156/EEC.
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M1
Appendix 1

INFORMATION DOCUMENT No ........

PURSUANT TO ANNEX I OF COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 70/156/EEC (") RELATING TO EC
TYPE-APPROVAL OF A VEHICLE WITH RESPECT TO THE TOWING-DEVICES

(Directive 77/389/EEC, as last amended by Directive .../...)

The following information, if applicable, must be supplied in triplicate and include a list of contents. Any
drawings must be supplied in appropriate scale and in sufficient detail on size A4 or on a folder of A4
format. Photographs, if any, must show sufficient detail.

If the systems, components or separate technical units have electronic controls, information concerning
their performance must be supplied.

0. GENERAL
0.1.  Make (trade name of manufacturer):........... rereeeeensenre s srannnesens
0.2.  Type and general commercial description(s): ..........cooeueerureeinieinisncrnccnnaes

0.3.  Means of identification of type, if marked on the vehicle (?): ......ccococuiioionnncnnncnninccrrecee

0.3.1.  Location of that MAarking: ... s sttt e sb s e nan

04. Category Of VERICIE (O): oot e

0.5. Name and address of manufacturer: eeeeeeeeeeteeeseeeisteseteeeareeateeentteaaeeasatee e s aasaaaeanesanstaaanann

0.8. Address(es) of assembly plant(s):

1. GENERAL CONSTRUCTION CHARACTERISTICS OF THE VEHICLE

2. MASSES AND DIMENSIONS (¢) (in kg and mm)
(Refer to drawing where applicable)

28.  Technically permissible maximum laden mass stated by the manufacturer (¥} (maximum and
minimum): . e st e s es s tr b e eea s et as

2.11.5. Vehicle is/is not (1) suitable for towing loads (item 1.2 of Annex II to Directive 77/389/EEC)

12. MISCELLANEOUS

12.3. Towing device(s)

12.3.1. Front: hook/eye/other ()
12.3.2. Rear: hook/eye/other/none (*)

12.3.3. Drawing or photograph of the chassis/area of the vehicle body showing the position, construction
and mounting of the towing deviCe(s): ..o

Date, File

(") The item numbers and footnotes used in this Information Document correspond to those set out in Annex I to
Directive 70/156/EEC. Items not relevant for the purpose of this Directive are omitted.

(*) Delete where inapplicable.
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M1
Appendix 2

MODEL

(maximum format: A4 (210 x 297 mm))

EC TYPE-APPROVAL CERTIFICATE

Stamp of
administration

Communication concerning the:

— type-approval ()

— extension of type-approval (1)

— refusal of type-approval (1)

— withdrawal of type-approval ()

of a type of a vechicle/component/separate technical unit (!) with regard to Directive .../.../EEC, as last
amended by Directive .../.../EC

Type-approval MUIMDEI: ...o.oiiie et s e s s n e

REASON fOr EXLEMSION: ....oiiitiirieiceesieeeirieettieiieeteeressseseeteesseeseessesteessessessseasssesessssossenssassesnssssteesensaesasssoneeessonnen

SECTION 1

0.1. Make (trade name of Manufacturer):.........cccovuiemmiiinicieriniccniie e

0.2. Type and general commercial description(s): ........cocococecrirmremcnrrnurcecnnne ettt

0.3.  Means of identification of type if marked on the vehicle/component/separate technical unit (1) *: ...

0.3.1. Location of that marking: ..ottt
04.  Category of vehicle (1) () o
0.5. Name and address of MAanUFACTUTEL: .......ccoeiiiiiiieieieeiereei et ettt ae et ets s s eeaseernessssensnennnrens

0.7.  In the case of components and separate technical units, location and method of affixing of the EC

APPTOval MArK: ..ottt ettt n et ae s enens

0.8. Address(es) of assembly PIANS):.........ooouiiiieiiiiiiciiiitec e
SECTION II

1. Additional information (where applicable): see Addendum
2. Technical service responsible for carrying out the tests: ..o
3. Date Of LESL TEPOTL: .ottt ettt ettt sestsa e e sttt s as e se st er et eneasreas
4. INUMDET Of LSt TEPOTL (..oiiiiiiiiiiiicecii ittt sa e eaeeas e ene et smosenesanaeenseunssnsessens
5. Remarks (if any): see Addendum
6. PLACET ettt bR et ea e aseeneta et
7. DIALE: ...ttt bbb e e r bbb bR en s en s enea
8. SIEMALULE: ..ottt ettt et s bbbt ettt r et s et ee et senenae
9. The index to the information package lodged with the approval authority, which may be obtained

on request, is attached.

(") Delete where not applicable.

(3 If the means of identification of type contains characters not relevant to describe the vehicle, component or separate
technical unit types covered by this type-approval certificate such characters shall be represented in the documenta-
tion by the symbol: “?” (e.g. ABC2?1237?).

(%) As defined in Annex I A to Directive 70/156/EEC.
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M1

Addendum to EC type-approval certificate No ........

concerning the type-approval of a vehicle with regard to Directive 77/38%/EEC, as last amended by
Directive .../ ../EC

1. Additional information

1.1, LOCALION: ..ereeeerrerrerreenceeeaceaeessessetessessesnesseasasaestessessesansessssnsssenssassssssststense st aneestent e ansseaseasasstessentaaseaneensessannn

1.2, Method Of AttAChIMENL: ...o.eocviiiirieerereieereeieteeeeeeeteeteeeeeeeeassesseabasesseseessansesnsasasssessansessessansssseseansesssesensnenes

e REIMATKS: ..ottt eeestee e ee s s e s aa et e e et ea st e aeas e nae e aaeenae s n e e et e na e steeeaneaeaseaeneaeasranenrrees
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1.2.

ANNEX M1 II <

TOWING-DEVICES

Number

All motor vehicles must have a special towing-device fitted at the front, to
which a connecting part, such as a towing-bar or tow-rope, may be fitted.

Vehicles in category M; — as defined in P M1 Annex II A € to
Directive 70/156/EEC — except for those vehicles unsuitable for towing
loads, must also be fitted with a towing-device at the rear.

Stability

Each special towing-device fitted to the vehicle must be able to withstand
»Cl1 a tractive and compressive static force € of at least half the
authorized total weight of the vehicle, only without the towed load to
which it is fitted.



