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Council Directive of 25 July 1978 concerning the mutual recognition of diplomas,
certificates and other evidence of the formal qualifications of pratitioners of
dentistry, including measures to facilitate the effective exercise of the right
of establishment and freedom to provide services (78/686/EEC) (repealed)

CHAPTER VII

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS COVERING THE SPECIAL CASE OF ITALY

Article 19

[F11.] From the date on which Italy takes the measures necessary to comply with this
Directive, Member States shall recognize, for the purposes of carrying out the activities
referred to in Article 1 of this Directive, the diplomas, certificates and other evidence of
formal qualifications in medicine awarded in Italy to persons who had begun their university
medical training not later than 18 months after notification of this Directive, accompanied
by a certificate issued by the competent Italian authorities, certifying that these persons have
effectively, lawfully and principally been engaged in Italy in the activities specified in Article
5 of Directive 78/687/EEC for at least three consecutive years during the five years prior to
the issue of the certificate and that these persons are authorized to carry out the said activites
under the same conditions as holders of the diploma, certificate or other evidence of formal
qualifications referred to in [F2Annex A] of this Directive.

The requirement of three years' experience referred to in the first subparagraph shall be
waived in the case of persons who have successfully completed at least three years of
study which are certified by the competent authorities as being equivalent to the training
referred to in Article 1 of Directive 78/687/EEC.

[F12 Member States shall recognise the diplomas, certificates and other evidence of formal
qualifications in medicine awarded in Italy to persons who commenced their university medical
training between 28 January 1980 and 31 December 1984 and accompanied by a certificate
issued by the Italian competent authorities stating:
— that the persons concerned have passed the specialist aptitude test set by the Italian

competent authorities in order to ascertain that they possess a level of knowledge and
skills comparable to those of persons holding the qualification listed for Italy in Annex
A;

— that they have effectively, lawfully and principally been engaged in Italy in the
activities specified in Article 5 of Directive 78/687/EEC for at least three consecutive
years during the five years prior to the issue of the certificate;

— and that they are authorised to engage in, or are effectively, lawfully and principally
engaged in, the activities referred to in Article 5 of Directive 78/687/EEC, subject to
the same conditions as holders of the qualification listed for Italy in Annex A to this
Directive.

The requirement to take the aptitude test referred to in the first subparagraph shall be
waived in the case of persons who have successfully completed at least three years' of
study which are certified by the competent authorities as being equivalent to the training
referred to in Article 1 of Directive 78/687/EEC.]



2 Council Directive of 25 July 1978 concerning the mutual recognition of diplomas, certificates...
Document Generated: 2024-03-26

Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Directive 2001/19/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 May 2001

amending Council Directives 89/48/EEC and 92/51/EEC on the general system for the recognition of
professional qualifications and Council Directives 77/452/EEC, 77/453/EEC, 78/686/EEC, 78/687/
EEC, 78/1026/EEC, 78/1027/EEC, 80/154/EEC, 80/155/EEC, 85/384/EEC, 85/432/EEC, 85/433/EEC
and 93/16/EEC concerning the professions of nurse responsible for general care, dental practitioner,
veterinary surgeon, midwife, architect, pharmacist and doctor (Text with EEA relevance).

F2 Substituted by Directive 2001/19/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 May 2001
amending Council Directives 89/48/EEC and 92/51/EEC on the general system for the recognition of
professional qualifications and Council Directives 77/452/EEC, 77/453/EEC, 78/686/EEC, 78/687/
EEC, 78/1026/EEC, 78/1027/EEC, 80/154/EEC, 80/155/EEC, 85/384/EEC, 85/432/EEC, 85/433/EEC
and 93/16/EEC concerning the professions of nurse responsible for general care, dental practitioner,
veterinary surgeon, midwife, architect, pharmacist and doctor (Text with EEA relevance).

[F3Article 19a

From the date on which the Kingdom of Spain takes the measures necessary to comply
with this Directive, Member States shall recognize, for the purposes of carrying out
the activities referred to in Article 1 of this Directive, the diplomas, certificates and
other evidence of formal qualifications in medicine awarded in Spain to persons
who had begun their university medical training before accession, accompanied by a
certificate issued by the competent Spanish authorities, certifying that these persons
have effectively, lawfully and principally been engaged in Spain in the activities
specified in Article 5 of Directive 78/687/EEC for at least three consecutive years during
the five years prior to the issue of the certificate and that these persons are authorized
to carry out the said activities under the same conditions as holders of the diploma,
certificate or other evidence of formal qualifications referred to in [F2Annex A] of this
Directive.

The requirement of three years' experience referred to in the first subparagraph shall be
waived in the case of persons who have successfully completed at least three years of
study which are certified by the competent authorities as being equivalent to the training
referred to in Article 1 of Directive 78/687/EEC.]

Textual Amendments
F2 Substituted by Directive 2001/19/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 May 2001

amending Council Directives 89/48/EEC and 92/51/EEC on the general system for the recognition of
professional qualifications and Council Directives 77/452/EEC, 77/453/EEC, 78/686/EEC, 78/687/
EEC, 78/1026/EEC, 78/1027/EEC, 80/154/EEC, 80/155/EEC, 85/384/EEC, 85/432/EEC, 85/433/EEC
and 93/16/EEC concerning the professions of nurse responsible for general care, dental practitioner,
veterinary surgeon, midwife, architect, pharmacist and doctor (Text with EEA relevance).

F3 Inserted by Act concerning the conditions of accession of the Kingdom of Spain and the Portuguese
Republic and the adjustments to the Treaties.

[F4[F5Article 19b

From the date on which the Republic of Austria takes the measures necessary to comply
with this Directive, the Member States shall recognize, for the purposes of carrying
out the activities referred to in Article 1 of this Directive, the diplomas, certificates
and other evidence of formal qualifications in medicine awarded in Austria to persons
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who had begun their university training before 1 January 1994, accompanied by a
certificate issued by the competent Austrian authorities, certifying that these persons
have effectively, lawfully and principally been engaged in Austria in the activities
specified in Article 5 of Directive 78/687/EEC for at least three consecutive years during
the five years prior to the issue of the certificate and that these persons are authorized
to carry out the said activities under the same conditions as holders of the diploma,
certificate or other evidence of formal qualifications referred to in [F2Annex A].

The requirement of three years' experience referred to in the first subparagraph shall be
waived in the case of persons who have successfully completed at least three years of
study which are certified by the competent authorities as being equivalent to the training
referred to in Article 1 of Directive 78/687/EEC.]]

Textual Amendments
F2 Substituted by Directive 2001/19/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 May 2001

amending Council Directives 89/48/EEC and 92/51/EEC on the general system for the recognition of
professional qualifications and Council Directives 77/452/EEC, 77/453/EEC, 78/686/EEC, 78/687/
EEC, 78/1026/EEC, 78/1027/EEC, 80/154/EEC, 80/155/EEC, 85/384/EEC, 85/432/EEC, 85/433/EEC
and 93/16/EEC concerning the professions of nurse responsible for general care, dental practitioner,
veterinary surgeon, midwife, architect, pharmacist and doctor (Text with EEA relevance).

F4 Inserted by Act concerning the conditions of accession of the Kingdom of Norway, the Republic of
Austria, the Republic of Finland and the Kingdom of Sweden and the adjustments to the Treaties on
which the European Union is founded (94/C 241/08).

F5 Substituted by Decision of the Council of the European Union of 1 January 1995 adjusting the
instruments concerning the accession of new Member States to the European Union (95/1/EC,
Euratom, ECSC).

[F6Article 19c

1 From the date of accession of the Czech Republic, Member States shall recognise,
for the purposes of carrying out the activities referred to in Article 1 of this Directive, the
diplomas, certificates and other evidence of formal qualifications in medicine awarded in
the Czech Republic or in the former Czechoslovakia to persons who began their university
medical training before accession, accompanied by a certificate issued by the competent Czech
authorities certifying that these persons have effectively, lawfully and principally been engaged
in the Czech Republic in the activities specified in Article 5 of Directive 78/687/EEC for at least
three consecutive years during the five years prior to the issue of the certificate and that these
persons are authorised to carry out the said activities under the same conditions as holders of
the diploma referred to in Annex A to this Directive.

2 The requirement of three years' experience referred to in the first subparagraph shall
be waived in the case of persons who have successfully completed at least three years of study
which are certified by the competent authorities as being equivalent to the training referred to
in Article 1 of Directive 78/687/EEC.

Textual Amendments
F6 Inserted by Act concerning the conditions of accession of the Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia,

the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary,
the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovak Republic and
the adjustments to the Treaties on which the European Union is founded.
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Article 19d

1 From the date of accession of Slovakia, Member States shall recognise, for the
purposes of carrying out the activities referred to in Article 1 of this Directive, the diplomas,
certificates and other evidence of formal qualifications in medicine awarded in Slovakia or in the
former Czechoslovakia to persons who began their university medical training before accession,
accompanied by a certificate issued by the competent Slovak authorities certifying that these
persons have effectively, lawfully and principally been engaged in Slovakia in the activities
specified in Article 5 of Directive 78/687/EEC for at least three consecutive years during the
five years prior to the issue of the certificate and that these persons are authorised to carry out
the said activities under the same conditions as holders of the diploma referred to in Annex A
to this Directive.

2 The requirement of three years' experience referred to in the first subparagraph shall
be waived in the case of persons who have successfully completed at least three years of study
which are certified by the competent authorities as being equivalent to the training referred to
in Article 1 of Directive 78/687/EEC.]

Textual Amendments
F6 Inserted by Act concerning the conditions of accession of the Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia,

the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary,
the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovak Republic and
the adjustments to the Treaties on which the European Union is founded.

[F7Article 19e

1 From the date of accession of Romania, Member States shall recognise, for the
purposes of carrying out the activities referred to in Article 1 of this Directive, the diplomas,
certificates and other evidence of formal qualifications in medicine awarded in Romania to
persons who began their university training before 1 October 2003, accompanied by a certificate
issued by the competent Romanian authorities certifying that these persons have effectively,
lawfully and principally been engaged in Romania in the activities specified in Article 5 of
Directive 78/687/EEC for at least three consecutive years during the five years prior to the issue
of the certificate and that these persons are authorised to carry out the said activities under the
same conditions as holders of the diploma referred to in Annex A to this Directive.

2 The requirement of three years' experience referred to in the first subparagraph shall
be waived in the case of persons who have successfully completed at least three years of study
which are certified by the competent authorities as being equivalent to the training referred to
in Article 1 of Directive 78/687/EEC.]

Textual Amendments
F7 Inserted by Council Directive 2006/100/EC of 20 November 2006 adapting certain Directives in the

field of freedom of movement of persons, by reason of the accession of Bulgaria and Romania.
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