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Council Directive of 20 December 1979 on the approximation of
the laws of the Member States relating to units of measurement

and on the repeal of Directive 71/354/EEC (80/181/EEC)

Article 3

1 For the purposes of this Directive ‘supplementary indication’means one or more
indications of quantity expressed in units of measurement not contained in Chapter I of the
Annex accompanying an indication of quantity expressed in a unit contained in that Chapter.

[F12 The use of supplementary indications shall be authorised.]

3 However, Member States may require that measuring instruments bear indications of
quantity in a single legal unit of measurement.

4 The indication expressed in a unit of measurement listed in Chapter I shall
predominate. In particular, the indications expressed in units of measurement not listed in
Chapter I shall be expressed in characters no larger than those of the corresponding indication
in units listed in Chapter I.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2009/3/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009

amending Council Directive 80/181/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member States
relating to units of measurement (Text with EEA relevance).

F2 Deleted by Council Directive of 27 November 1989 amending Directive 80/181/EEC on the
approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to units of measurement (89/617/EEC).
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