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(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 22 July 1980
on summertime arrangements

(80/737/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 100
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,
Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia
ment ('),
Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2),
Whereas all the Member States have introduced
summertime ;

Whereas, however, the dates for the start and end of
the summertime period differ among groups of
Member States ;

Whereas the effect of such differences is to compli
cate transport and telecommunications between these
groups of Member States , thereby making transport
operations more complicated and costly ;
Whereas it is therefore desirable for the summertime
period to begin and end on the same dates in all the
Member States ; whereas this can be achieved in the
first instance solely in respect of the start of this
period ;
Whereas it is also desirable that the Council adopt as
quickly as possible a common date for the end of the
summertime period and, in due course, a single
period of summertime ;
Whereas, for geographical reasons, these provisions
should not apply to Greenland nor to the overseas
territories of the Member States,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE :

Article 1

For the purposes of this Directive , 'summertime
period' means the period of the year during which the
time is advanced by 60 minutes in relation to the time
for the rest of the year.

Article 2

The summertime period shall begin in every Member
State at 1 a.m . Greenwich Mean Time on the
following dates :
— in 1981 : 29 March,
— in 1982 : 28 March .

Article 3

This Directive shall not concern Greenland or the
overseas territories of the Member States .

Article 4

The Council , acting on a Commission proposal and as
soon as possible, will adopt more comprehensive
measures for the harmonization of summertime.

Article 5

This Directive is addressed to the Member States .

Done at Brussels, 22 July 1980 .

For the Council

The President

G. THORN
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