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Council Directive of 12 June 1986 on the protection of the environment, and in
particular of the soil, when sewage sludge is used in agriculture (86/278/EEC)

Article 5

Without prejudice to Article 12:

1. Member States shall prohibit the use of sludge where the concentration of one or more
heavy metals in the soil exceeds the limit values which they lay down in accordance
with Annex I A and shall take the necessary steps to ensure that those limit values are
not exceeded as a result of the use of sludge.

2. Member States shall regulate the use of sludge in such a way that the accumulation
of heavy metals in the soil does not lead to the limit values referred to in paragraph
1 being exceeded. To achieve this, they shall apply one or other of the procedures
provided for in (a) and (b) below:

(a) Member States shall lay down the maximum quantities of sludge expressed
in tonnes of dry matter which may be applied to the soil per unit of area
per year while observing the limit values for heavy metal concentration in
sludge which they lay down in accordance with Annex I B; or

(b) Member States shall ensure observance of the limit values for the quantities
of metals introduced into the soil per unit of area and unit of time as set out
in Annex I C.


