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Council Directive of 21 December 1989 on the approximation of the laws of
the Member States relating to personal protective equipment (89/686/EEC)

CHAPTER I

SCOPE, PLACING ON THE MARKET AND FREE MOVEMENT

Article 2

1 Member States shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the PPE referred to
in Article 1 may be placed on the market and brought into service only if it preserves the health
and ensures the safety of users without prejudice to the health or safety of other individuals,
domestic animals or goods, when properly maintained and used for its intended purpose.

2 This Directive shall be without prejudice to the right of Member States to lay down —
in conformity with the Treaty — any requirements which they consider necessary to ensure user
protection, provided that this does not give rise to modifications to PPE which could result in
its non-conformity with the provisions of this Directive.

3 Member States shall not prevent the presentation at trade fairs, exhibitions and the
like of PPE which is not in conformity with the provisions of this Directive, provided that
an appropriate notice is displayed drawing attention to this fact and the prohibition on its
acquisition and/or use for any purpose whatsoever until it has been brought into conformity by
the manufacturer or his representative established in the Community.


