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Council Directive of 21 December 1989 on the approximation of the laws of
the Member States relating to personal protective equipment (89/686/EEC)

CHAPTER I

SCOPE, PLACING ON THE MARKET AND FREE MOVEMENT

Article 4

[F11 Member States may not prohibit, restrict or hinder the placing on the market of PPE
or PPE components which comply with the provisions of this Directive and which bear the
CE marking attesting their conformity to all the provisions of this Directive, including the
certification procedures in Chapter II.]

2 Member States shall not prohibit, restrict or impede the placing on the market of PPE
components which do not bear the [F1CE marking], and which are intended to be incorporated
in PPE, provided that they are not essential to its satisfactory functioning.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Council Directive 93/68/EEC of 22 July 1993 amending Directives 87/404/EEC

(simple pressure vessels), 88/378/EEC (safety of toys), 89/106/EEC (construction products), 89/336/
EEC (electromagnetic compatibility), 89/392/EEC (machinery), 89/686/EEC (personal protective
equipment), 90/384/EEC (non-automatic weighing instruments), 90/385/EEC (active implantable
medicinal devices), 90/396/EEC (appliances burning gaseous fuels), 91/263/EEC (telecommunications
terminal equipment), 92/42/EEC (new hot-water boilers fired with liquid or gaseous fuels) and 73/23/
EEC (electrical equipment designed for use within certain voltage limits).
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