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Council Directive of 18 June 1991 on control of the
acquisition and possession of weapons (91/477/EEC)

CHAPTER 4

Final provisions
Article 15

1 Member States shall intensify controls on the possession of weapons at external
Community frontiers. They shall in particular ensure that travellers from third countries who
intend to proceed to another Member State comply with Article 12.

2 This Directive shall not preclude the carrying out of controls by Member States or by
the carrier at the time of boarding of a means of transport.

3 Member States shall inform the Commission of the manner in which the controls
referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 are carried out. The Commission shall collate this information
and make it available to all Member States.

4 Member States shall notify the Commission of their national provisions, including
changes relating to the acquisition and possession of weapons, where the national law is more
stringent than the minimum standard they are required to adopt. The Commission shall pass on
such information to the other Member States.

Article 16

Member States shall introduce penalties for failure to comply with the provisions
adopted pursuant to this Directive. Such penalties must be sufficient to promote
compliance with such provisions.

Article 17

Within five years from the date of transposition of this Directive into national law, the
Commission shall submit a report to the European Parliament and to the Council on the
situation resulting from the application of this Directive, accompanied, if appropriate,
by proposals.

Article 18

Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and administrative provisions
necessary to comply with this Directive in good time so that the measures provided
for by this Directive may be put into effect not later than 1 January 1993. They shall
forthwith inform the Commission and the other Member States of the measures taken.

When Member States adopt these measures, they shall contain a reference to this
Directive or shall be accompanied by such reference on the occasion of their official
publication. The methods of making such a reference shall be laid down by the Member
States.

Article 19
This Directive is addressed to the Member States.



