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Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora

Conservation of natural habitats and habitats of species

Article 4

1 On the basis of the criteria set out in Annex III (Stage 1) and relevant scientific
information, each Member State shall propose a list of sites indicating which natural habitat
types in Annex I and which species in Annex II that are native to its territory the sites host.
For animal species ranging over wide areas these sites shall correspond to the places within
the natural range of such species which present the physical or biological factors essential to
their life and reproduction. For aquatic species which range over wide areas, such sites will be
proposed only where there is a clearly identifiable area representing the physical and biological
factors essential to their life and reproduction. Where appropriate, Member States shall propose
adaptation of the list in the light of the results of the surveillance referred to in Article 11.

The list shall be transmitted to the Commission, within three years of the notification
of this Directive, together with information on each site. That information shall include
a map of the site, its name, location, extent and the data resulting from application of
the criteria specified in Annex III (Stage 1) provided in a format established by the
Commission in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 21.

2 On the basis of the criteria set out in Annex III (Stage 2) and in the framework both of
each of the [F1nine] biogeographical regions referred to in Article 1 (c) (iii) and of the whole of
the territory referred to in Article 2 (1), the Commission shall establish, in agreement with each
Member State, a draft list of sites of Community importance drawn from the Member States' lists
identifying [X1those which host one] or more priority natural habitat types or priority species.

Member States whose sites hosting one or more priority natural habitat types and priority
species represent more than 5 % of their national territory may, in agreement with the
Commission, request that the criteria listed in Annex III (Stage 2) be applied more
flexibly in selecting all the sites of Community importance in their territory.

The list of sites selected as sites of Community importance, identifying those which
host one or more priority natural habitat types or priority species, shall be adopted by
the Commission in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 21.

3 The list referred to in paragraph 2 shall be established within six years of the
notification of this Directive.

4 Once a site of Community importance has been adopted in accordance with the
procedure laid down in paragraph 2, the Member State concerned shall designate that site as
a special area of conservation as soon as possible and within six years at most, establishing
priorities in the light of the importance of the sites for the maintenance or restoration, at a
favourable conservation status, of a natural habitat type in Annex I or a species in Annex II and
for the coherence of Natura 2000, and in the light of the threats of degradation or destruction
to which those sites are exposed.

5 As soon as a site is placed on the list referred to in the third subparagraph of paragraph
2 it shall be subject to Article 6 (2), (3) and (4).
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Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Corrigendum to Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of

natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (Official Journal of the European Communities No L 206
of 22 July 1992).

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Council Directive 2006/105/EC of 20 November 2006 adapting Directives 73/239/EEC,

74/557/EEC and 2002/83/EC in the field of environment, by reason of the accession of Bulgaria and
Romania.
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