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Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora

Conservation of natural habitats and habitats of species

Article 8

1 In parallel with their proposals for sites eligible for designation as special areas of
conservation, hosting priority natural habitat types and/or priority species, the Member States
shall send, as appropriate, to the Commission their estimates relating to the Community co-
financing which they consider necessary to allow them to meet their obligations pursuant to
Article 6 (1).

2 In agreement with each of the Member States concerned, the Commission shall
identify, for sites of Community importance for which co-financing is sought, those measures
essential for the maintenance or re-establishment at a favourable conservation status of the
priority natural habitat types and priority species on the sites concerned, as well as the total
costs arising from those measures.

3 The Commission, in agreement with the Member States concerned, shall assess the
financing, including co-financing, required for the operation of the measures referred to in
paragraph 2, taking into account, amongst other things, the concentration on the Member State's
territory of priority natural habitat types and/or priority species and the relative burdens which
the required measures entail.

4 According to the assessment referred to in paragraphs 2 and 3, the Commission
shall adopt, having regard to the available sources of funding under the relevant Community
instruments and according to the procedure set out in Article 21, a prioritized action framework
of measures involving co-financing to be taken when the site has been designated under Article
4 (4).

5 The measures which have not been retained in the action framework for lack of
sufficient resources, as well as those included in the abovementioned action framework which
have not received the necessary co-financing or have only been partially co-financed, shall be
reconsidered in accordance with the procedure set out in Article 21, in the context of the two-
yearly review of the action framework and may, in the maintime, be postponed by the Member
States pending such review. This review shall take into account, as appropriate, the new situation
of the site concerned.

6 In areas where the measures dependent on co-financing are postponed, Member States
shall refrain from any new measures likely to result in deterioration of those areas.


