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Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora

Conservation of natural habitats and habitats of species

Article 3

1 A coherent European ecological network of special areas of conservation shall be set
up under the title Natura 2000. This network, composed of sites hosting the natural habitat types
listed in Annex I and habitats of the species listed in Annex II, shall enable the natural habitat
types and the species' habitats concerned to be maintained or, where appropriate, restored at a
favourable conservation status in their natural range.

The Natura 2000 network shall include the special protection areas classified by the
Member States pursuant to Directive 79/409/EEC.

2 Each Member State shall contribute to the creation of Natura 2000 in proportion to the
representation within its territory of the natural habitat types and the habitats of species referred
to in paragraph 1. To that effect each Member State shall designate, in accordance with Article
4, sites as special areas of conservation taking account of the objectives set out in paragraph 1.

3 Where they consider it necessary, Member States shall endeavour to improve the
ecological coherence of Natura 2000 by maintaining, and where appropriate developing,
features of the landscape which are of major importance for wild fauna and flora, as referred
to in Article 10.

Article 4

1 On the basis of the criteria set out in Annex III (Stage 1) and relevant scientific
information, each Member State shall propose a list of sites indicating which natural habitat
types in Annex I and which species in Annex II that are native to its territory the sites host.
For animal species ranging over wide areas these sites shall correspond to the places within
the natural range of such species which present the physical or biological factors essential to
their life and reproduction. For aquatic species which range over wide areas, such sites will be
proposed only where there is a clearly identifiable area representing the physical and biological
factors essential to their life and reproduction. Where appropriate, Member States shall propose
adaptation of the list in the light of the results of the surveillance referred to in Article 11.

The list shall be transmitted to the Commission, within three years of the notification
of this Directive, together with information on each site. That information shall include
a map of the site, its name, location, extent and the data resulting from application of
the criteria specified in Annex III (Stage 1) provided in a format established by the
Commission in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 21.

2 On the basis of the criteria set out in Annex III (Stage 2) and in the framework both of
each of the [F1nine] biogeographical regions referred to in Article 1 (c) (iii) and of the whole of
the territory referred to in Article 2 (1), the Commission shall establish, in agreement with each
Member State, a draft list of sites of Community importance drawn from the Member States' lists
identifying [X1those which host one] or more priority natural habitat types or priority species.

Member States whose sites hosting one or more priority natural habitat types and priority
species represent more than 5 % of their national territory may, in agreement with the
Commission, request that the criteria listed in Annex III (Stage 2) be applied more
flexibly in selecting all the sites of Community importance in their territory.
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The list of sites selected as sites of Community importance, identifying those which
host one or more priority natural habitat types or priority species, shall be adopted by
the Commission in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 21.

3 The list referred to in paragraph 2 shall be established within six years of the
notification of this Directive.

4 Once a site of Community importance has been adopted in accordance with the
procedure laid down in paragraph 2, the Member State concerned shall designate that site as
a special area of conservation as soon as possible and within six years at most, establishing
priorities in the light of the importance of the sites for the maintenance or restoration, at a
favourable conservation status, of a natural habitat type in Annex I or a species in Annex II and
for the coherence of Natura 2000, and in the light of the threats of degradation or destruction
to which those sites are exposed.

5 As soon as a site is placed on the list referred to in the third subparagraph of paragraph
2 it shall be subject to Article 6 (2), (3) and (4).

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Corrigendum to Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of

natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (Official Journal of the European Communities No L 206
of 22 July 1992).

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Council Directive 2006/105/EC of 20 November 2006 adapting Directives 73/239/EEC,

74/557/EEC and 2002/83/EC in the field of environment, by reason of the accession of Bulgaria and
Romania.

Article 5

1 In exceptional cases where the Commission finds that a national list as referred to in
Article 4 (1) fails to mention a site hosting a priority natural habitat type or priority species
which, on the basis of relevant and reliable scientific information, it considers to be essential
for the maintenance of that priority natural habitat type or for the survival of that priority
species, a bilateral consultation procedure shall be initiated between that Member State and the
Commission for the purpose of comparing the scientific data used by each.

2 If, on expiry of a consultation period not exceeding six months, the dispute remains
unresolved, the Commission shall forward to the Council a proposal relating to the selection of
the site as a site of Community importance.

3 The Council, acting unanimously, shall take a decision within three months of the date
of referral.

4 During the consultation period and pending a Council decision, the site concerned
shall be subject to Article 6 (2).

Article 6

1 For special areas of conservation, Member States shall establish the necessary
conservation measures involving, if need be, appropriate management plans specifically
designed for the sites or integrated into other development plans, and appropriate statutory,
administrative or contractual measures which correspond to the ecological requirements of the
natural habitat types in Annex I and the species in Annex II present on the sites.
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2 Member States shall take appropriate steps to avoid, in the special areas of
conservation, the deterioration of natural habitats and the habitats of species as well as
disturbance of the species for which the areas have been designated, in so far as such disturbance
could be significant in relation to the objectives of this Directive.

3 Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of
the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with
other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site
in view of the site's conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment
of the implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent
national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will
not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained
the opinion of the general public.

4 If, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence
of alternative solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons
of overriding public interest, including those of a social or economic nature, the Member State
shall take all compensatory measures necessary to ensure that the overall coherence of Natura
2000 is protected. It shall inform the Commission of the compensatory measures adopted.

Where the site concerned hosts a priority natural habitat type and/or a priority species,
the only considerations which may be raised are those relating to human health or public
safety, to beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment or, further
to an opinion from the Commission, to other imperative reasons of overriding public
interest.

Article 7

Obligations arising under Article 6 (2), (3) and (4) of this Directive shall replace any
obligations arising under the first sentence of Article 4 (4) of Directive 79/409/EEC
in respect of areas classified pursuant to Article 4 (1) or similarly recognized under
Article 4 (2) thereof, as from the date of implementation of this Directive or the date
of classification or recognition by a Member State under Directive 79/409/EEC, where
the latter date is later.

Article 8

1 In parallel with their proposals for sites eligible for designation as special areas of
conservation, hosting priority natural habitat types and/or priority species, the Member States
shall send, as appropriate, to the Commission their estimates relating to the Community co-
financing which they consider necessary to allow them to meet their obligations pursuant to
Article 6 (1).

2 In agreement with each of the Member States concerned, the Commission shall
identify, for sites of Community importance for which co-financing is sought, those measures
essential for the maintenance or re-establishment at a favourable conservation status of the
priority natural habitat types and priority species on the sites concerned, as well as the total
costs arising from those measures.

3 The Commission, in agreement with the Member States concerned, shall assess the
financing, including co-financing, required for the operation of the measures referred to in
paragraph 2, taking into account, amongst other things, the concentration on the Member State's
territory of priority natural habitat types and/or priority species and the relative burdens which
the required measures entail.
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4 According to the assessment referred to in paragraphs 2 and 3, the Commission
shall adopt, having regard to the available sources of funding under the relevant Community
instruments and according to the procedure set out in Article 21, a prioritized action framework
of measures involving co-financing to be taken when the site has been designated under Article
4 (4).

5 The measures which have not been retained in the action framework for lack of
sufficient resources, as well as those included in the abovementioned action framework which
have not received the necessary co-financing or have only been partially co-financed, shall be
reconsidered in accordance with the procedure set out in Article 21, in the context of the two-
yearly review of the action framework and may, in the maintime, be postponed by the Member
States pending such review. This review shall take into account, as appropriate, the new situation
of the site concerned.

6 In areas where the measures dependent on co-financing are postponed, Member States
shall refrain from any new measures likely to result in deterioration of those areas.

Article 9

The Commission, acting in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 21,
shall periodically review the contribution of Natura 2000 towards achievement of the
objectives set out in Article 2 and 3. In this context, a special area of conservation may be
considered for declassification where this is warranted by natural developments noted
as a result of the surveillance provided for in Article 11.

Article 10

Member States shall endeavour, where they consider it necessary, in their land-use
planning and development policies and, in particular, with a view to improving the
ecological [X1coherence of the Natura] 2000 network, to encourage the management of
features of the landscape which are of major importance for wild fauna and flora.

Such features are those which, by virtue of their linear and continuous structure (such
as rivers with their banks or the traditional systems for marking field boundaries) or
their function as stepping stones (such as ponds or small woods), are essential for the
migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of wild species.

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Corrigendum to Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of

natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (Official Journal of the European Communities No L 206
of 22 July 1992).

Article 11

Member States shall undertake surveillance of the conservation status of the natural
habitats and species referred to in Article 2 with particular regard to priority natural
habitat types and priority species.
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