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Council Directive 93/15/EEC of 5 April 1993 on the
harmonization of the provisions relating to the placing on the
market and supervision of explosives for civil uses (repealed)

CHAPTER II

Harmonization of laws relating to explosives

Article 2

1 Member States may not prohibit, restrict or hinder the placing on the market of
explosives which fall within the scope of this Directive and which satisfy the requirements of
this Directive.

2 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that explosives falling
within the scope of this Directive may be placed on the market only if they comply with all the
provisions of this Directive, are provided with the CE marking described in Article 7 and their
conformity [X1has been assessed] in accordance with the procedures referred to in Annex II.

3 Where explosives falling within the scope of this Directive are subject to other
Directives which cover other aspects and prescribe the fixing of the CE marking, this marking
shall indicate that the abovementioned products are also presumed to conform to the provisions
of these other directives which apply to them.

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Corrigendum to Council Directive 93/15/EEC of 5 April 1993 on the harmonization

of the provisions relating to the placing on the market and supervision of explosives for civil uses
(Official Journal of the European Communities No L 121 of 15 May 1993).

Article 3

Explosives falling within the scope of this Directive must comply with the essential
safety requirements set out in Annex I which apply to them.

Article 4

1 Member States shall consider explosives falling within the scope of this Directive
which comply with the relevant national standards transposing the harmonized standards the
references of which have been published in the Official Journal of the European Communities to
be in conformity with the essential safety requirements referred to in Article 3. Member States
shall publish the references of the national standards transposing those harmonized standards.

2 The Commission will give specific details of the work conducted in the field of
harmonized standards in the framework of the report submitted to the European Parliament and
the Council on the application of Directive 83/189/EEC and provided for in Article 11 (2) of
that Directive.

Article 5

Where a Member State or the Commission considers that the harmonized standards
referred to in Article 4 do not fully satisfy the essential requirements referred to in
Article 3, the Commission or the Member State concerned shall bring the matter
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before the Standing Committee set up by Directive 83/189/EEC, giving its reasons. The
Committee shall deliver its opinion without delay.

In the light of the Committee's opinion the Commission shall inform the Member States
of the measures to be taken regarding the standards and the publication referred to in
Article 4.

Article 6

1 The procedures for the attestation of the conformity of explosives shall be either:
a EC type examination (Module B) referred to in Annex II (1), and, at the choice of the

manufacturer, either:
— the type conformity (Module C) referred to in Annex II (2),
— or the production quality assurance procedure (Module D) referred to in

Annex II (3),
— or the product quality assurance procedure (Module E) referred to in Annex

II (4),
— or the product verification (Module F) referred to in Annex II (5); or

b the unit verification (Module G) referred to in Annex II (6).

2 Member States shall inform the Commission and the other Member States of the
bodies which they have appointed to carry out the procedures for assessing the conformity
referred to above together with the specific tasks which these bodies have been appointed to
carry out and the identification numbers assigned to them beforehand by the Commission.

The Commission shall publish in the Official Journal of the European Communities a
list of the notified bodies and their identification numbers and the tasks for which they
have been notified. The Commission shall ensure that this list is kept up to date.

Member States shall apply the minimum criteria set out in Annex III for the assessment
of bodies of which the Commission is to be notified. Bodies which meet the assessment
criteria laid down by the relevant harmonized standards shall be presumed to satisfy the
relevant minimum criteria.

A Member State which [X1has] notified the Commission of a given body shall withdraw
the notification if it discovers that that body no longer meets the criteria referred to in
the second subparagraph. It shall immediately inform the other Member States and the
Commission accordingly.

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Corrigendum to Council Directive 93/15/EEC of 5 April 1993 on the harmonization

of the provisions relating to the placing on the market and supervision of explosives for civil uses
(Official Journal of the European Communities No L 121 of 15 May 1993).

Article 7

1 The CE marking of conformity shall be affixed in such a way as to be visible, easily
legible and indelible on the explosives themselves or, if this is not possible, on an identification
plate attached thereto or, in the last resort, if the first two methods cannot be used, on the
packaging. The identification plate must be so designed as to make its reuse impossible.

The model to be used for the CE marking shall be that reproduced in Annex IV.
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2 It shall be prohibited to affix on explosives any mark or inscription which may confuse
third persons as to the meaning and style of writing of the CE marking. Any other mark may be
affixed on explosives provided the [X1visibility] and legibility of the CE marking is not impaired.

3 Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 8:
a where a Member State establishes that the CE marking has been unduly affixed,

the manufacturer, his agent or, failing these, the person responsible for placing the
product in question on the Community market shall be obliged to restore the product
to conformity with regard to the provisions on marking and end the infringement under
conditions imposed by the Member States;

b where non-compliance continues, the Member State must take all appropriate measures
to restrict or prohibit the placing on the market of the product in question or to ensure
that it is withdrawn from the market in accordance with the procedures laid down in
Article 8.

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Corrigendum to Council Directive 93/15/EEC of 5 April 1993 on the harmonization

of the provisions relating to the placing on the market and supervision of explosives for civil uses
(Official Journal of the European Communities No L 121 of 15 May 1993).

Article 8

1 Where a Member State establishes that an explosive bearing CE conformity marking
and being used for its intended purpose may compromise safety, it shall take all interim measures
necessary to withdraw the explosive from the market or prohibit its being placed on the market
or its freedom of movement.

The Member State shall immediately inform the Commission of such measures,
indicating the reasons for its measures and, in particular, whether non-conformity is the
result of:
— non-compliance with essential requirements,
— incorrect application of standards, or
— a shortcoming in the standards.

2 The Commission shall consult the parties concerned as soon as possible. Where the
Commission establishes, after consultation, that the measures are justified, it shall immediately
inform the Member State which took the initiative, as well as the other Member States.
Where the Commission establishes, after consultation, that the measures are unjustified, it shall
immediately inform the Member State which took the decision.

In the particular case where the measures referred to in paragraph 1 are based on a
shortcoming in the standards, the Commission shall first consult the parties concerned
and then within two months bring the matter before the Standing Committee set up by
Directive 83/189/EEC if the Member State which took the measures intends to maintain
them and initiates the procedures referred to in Article 5.

3 Where CE conformity marking is borne by an explosive which does not comply with
the requirements, the competent Member State shall take appropriate measures in respect of the
person who affixed the marking and shall inform the Commission and the other Member States.
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