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Directive 94/11/EC of European Parliament and Council of 23 March
1994 on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions of the Member States relating to labelling of the materials

used in the main components of footwear for sale to the consumer

Article 1

1 This Directive shall apply to the labelling of the materials used in the main components
of footwear for sale to the consumer.

For the purposes of this Directive, ‘footwear’ shall mean all articles with applied soles
designed to protect or cover the foot, including parts marketed separately as referred
to in Annex I.

A non-exhaustive list of the products covered by the Directive appears in Annex II.

The following shall be excluded from the Directive:
— second-hand, worn footwear,
— protective footwear covered by Directive 89/686/EEC(1),
— footwear covered by Directive 76/769/EEC(2),
— toy footwear.

2 Information on the composition of footwear shall be conveyed by means of labelling
as specified in Article 4.

(i) The labelling shall convey information relating to the three parts of the footwear as
defined in Annex I, namely:

(a) the upper;

(b) the lining and sock; and

(c) the outersole.

(ii) The composition of the footwear shall be indicated as specified in Article 4 on the
basis either of pictograms or of written indications for specific materials, as stipulated
in Annex I.

(iii) In the case of the upper, classification of the materials shall be determined on the basis
of the provisions contained in Article 4 (1) and in Annex I, no account being taken of
accessories or reinforcements such as ankle patches, edging, ornamentation, buckles,
tabs, eyelet stays or similar attachments.

(iv) In the case of the outersole, classification shall be based on the volume of the materials
contained therein, in accordance with Article 4.

Article 2

1 Member States shall take all necessary measures to ensure that all footwear placed on
the market meets the labelling requirements of this Directive without prejudice to other relevant
Community provisions.

2 Where footwear not in conformity with the provisions regarding labelling
requirements is placed on the market, the competent Member State shall take appropriate action
as specified in its national legislation.



2 Directive 94/11/EC of European Parliament and Council of 23 March 1994 on the...
Document Generated: 2023-12-09

Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

Article 3

Without prejudice to other relevant Community provisions, Member States shall not
prohibit or impede the placing on the market of footwear which complies with the
labelling requirements of this Directive, by the application of unharmonized national
provisions governing the labelling of certain types of footwear or of footwear in general.

Article 4

1 The labelling shall provide information on the material, determined in accordance with
Annex I, which constitutes at least 80 % of the surface area of the upper, and the lining and sock,
of the footwear, and at least 80 % of the volume of the outersole. If no one material accounts for
at least 80 %, information should be given on the two main materials used in the composition
of the footwear.

2 The information shall be conveyed on the footwear. The manufacturer or his
authorized agent established in the Community may choose either pictograms or written
indications in at least the language or languages which may be determined by the Member State
of consumption in accordance with the Treaty, as defined and illustrated in Annex I. Member
States, in their national provisions shall ensure that consumers are adequately informed of the
meaning of these pictograms, while ensuring that such provisions do not create trade barriers.

3 For the purpose of this Directive, labelling shall involve affixing the required
information to at least one article of footwear in each pair. This may be done by printing,
sticking, embossing or using an attached label.

4 The labelling must be visible, securely attached and accessible and the dimensions of
the pictograms must be sufficiently large to make it easy to understand the information contained
therein. It must not be possible for the labelling to mislead the consumer.

5 The manufacturer or his authorized agent established in the Community shall be
responsible for supplying the label and for the accuracy of the information contained therein.
If neither the manufacturer nor his authorized agent is established in the Community, this
obligation shall fall on the person responsible for first placing the footwear on the Community
market. The retailer shall remain responsible for ensuring that the footwear sold by him bears
the appropriate labelling prescribed by this Directive.

Article 5

Additional textual information, affixed, should the need arise, to the labelling may
accompany the information required under this Directive. However, Member States
may not prohibit or impede the placing on the market of footwear conforming to the
requirements of this Directive, in accordance with Article 3.

Article 6

1 Member States shall adopt and publish the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions necessary to comply with this Directive by 23 September 1995 at the latest. They
shall forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

2 Member States shall apply the measures referred to in paragraph 1 from [X123 March
1996.] Stock invoiced or delivered to the retailer before that date shall not be subject to the said
measures until 23 September 1997.

3 When Member States adopt these measures, they shall contain a reference to this
Directive or be accompanied by such reference on the occasion of their official publication. The
methods of making such a reference shall be laid down by the Member States.
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4 The Commission shall submit to the Council, three years after this Directive has been
brought into application, an assessment report taking into consideration any difficulties which
may have been encountered by operators where implementing the provisions of this Directive
and shall present, should the need arise, appropriate proposals for review.

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Corrigendum to Directive 94/11/EC of the European Parliament and the Council of

23 March 1994 on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the
Member States relating to labelling of the materials used in the main components of footwear for sale
to the consumer (Official Journal of the European Communities No L 100 of 19 April 1994.).

Article 7

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.
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(1) OJ No L 399, 30. 12. 1989, p. 18.
(2) OJ No L 262, 27. 9. 1976, p. 201.
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