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Directive 96/9/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 11 March 1996 on the legal protection of databases

CHAPTER IV

COMMON PROVISIONS

Article 14

Application over time

1 Protection pursuant to this Directive as regards copyright shall also be available in
respect of databases created prior to the date referred to Article 16 (1) which on that date fulfil
the requirements laid down in this Directive as regards copyright protection of databases.

2 Notwithstanding paragraph 1, where a database protected under copyright
arrangements in a Member State on the date of publication of this Directive does not fulfil the
eligibility criteria for copyright protection laid down in Article 3 (1), this Directive shall not
result in any curtailing in that Member State of the remaining term of protection afforded under
those arrangements.

3 Protection pursuant to the provisions of this Directive as regards the right provided for
in Article 7 shall also be available in respect of databases the making of which was completed
not more than fifteen years prior to the date referred to in Article 16 (1) and which on that date
fulfil the requirements laid down in Article 7.

4 The protection provided for in paragraphs 1 and 3 shall be without prejudice to any
acts concluded and rights acquired before the date referred to in those paragraphs.

5 In the case of a database the making of which was completed not more than fifteen
years prior to the date referred to in Article 16 (1), the term of protection by the right provided
for in Article 7 shall expire fifteen years from the first of January following that date.



