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DIRECTIVE 98/44/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE
COUNCIL of 6 July 1998 on the legal protection of biotechnological inventions

CHAPTER II

Scope of protection
Article 8

1 The protection conferred by a patent on a biological material possessing specific
characteristics as a result of the invention shall extend to any biological material derived from
that biological material through propagation or multiplication in an identical or divergent form
and possessing those same characteristics.

2 The protection conferred by a patent on a process that enables a biological material
to be produced possessing specific characteristics as a result of the invention shall extend to
biological material directly obtained through that process and to any other biological material
derived from the directly obtained biological material through propagation or multiplication in
an identical or divergent form and possessing those same characteristics.



