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Council Directive 98/83/EC of 3 November 1998 on
the quality of water intended for human consumption

Article 15

Exceptional circumstances

1 A Member State may, in exceptional circumstances and for geographically defined
areas, submit a special request to the Commission for a period longer than that laid down in
Article 14. The additional period shall not exceed three years, towards the end of which a review
shall be carried out and forwarded to the Commission which may, on the basis of that review,
permit a second additional period of up to three years. This provision shall not apply to water
intended for human consumption offered for sale in bottles or containers.

2 Any such request, grounds for which shall be given, shall set out the difficulties
experienced and include, as a minimum, all the information specified in Article 9(3).

[F13 That request shall be examined in accordance with the management procedure referred
to in Article 12(2).]

4 Any Member State which has recourse to this Article shall ensure that the population
affected by its request is promptly informed in an appropriate manner of the outcome of that
request. In addition, the Member State shall, where necessary, ensure that advice is given to
particular population groups for which the request could present a special risk.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EC) No 596/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18

June 2009 adapting a number of instruments subject to the procedure referred to in Article 251 of
the Treaty to Council Decision 1999/468/EC with regard to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny
Adaptation to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny — Part Four.
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