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Directive 1999/2/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
22 February 1999 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States

concerning foods and food ingredients treated with ionising radiation

Article 4

1 The Community list of foodstuffs which may be treated with ionising radiation to
the exclusion of all others and the maximum radiation doses authorised shall be defined in the
implementing Directive, which shall be adopted in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 100a of the Treaty taking account of the authorisation conditions set out in Annex I.

2 This list shall be established in stages.

3 The Commission shall examine the national authorisations in force and, after
consulting the Scientific Committee for Food, submit in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 100a of the Treaty proposals aiming at establishing the list.

At the latest 31 December 2000, the Commission shall, in accordance with Article 100a
of the Treaty, submit a proposal intended to complete the positive list provided for in
paragraph 1.

4 Until entry into force of the Directive adopted on the basis of the proposal referred to
in the second subparagraph of paragraph 3, Member States may maintain existing authorisations
concerning the treatment of foodstuffs with ionising radiation provided that:

a the treatment of the foodstuff concerned has been subject to a favourable opinion of the
Scientific Committee for Food;

b the overall average absorbed radiation dose does not exceed the limit values
recommended by the Scientific Committee for Food;

c ionising radiation and placing on the market are effected in accordance with this
Directive.

5 Until entry into force of the Directive adopted on the basis of the proposal referred to
in the second subparagraph of paragraph 3, any Member State may also authorise the treatment
of foodstuffs for which authorisations have been maintained by another Member State in
accordance with paragraph 4, where the conditions referred to in paragraph 4 are fulfilled.

6 Member States shall forthwith notify the Commission and the other Member States
of authorisations maintained under paragraph 4 or granted under paragraph 5 and of conditions
attaching to them. The Commission shall publish these notifications in the Official Journal of
the European Communities.

7 Until the entry into force of the Directive adopted on the basis of the proposal referred
to in the second subparagraph of paragraph 3, Member States may, in compliance with the rules
of the Treaty, continue to apply existing national restrictions or bans on ionising radiation of
foodstuffs and on trade in irradiated foodstuffs which are not included in the initial positive list
established by the implementing Directive.


