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Council Directive 1999/31/EC of 26 April 1999 on the landfill of waste

Article 1

Overall objective

[F11 With a view to supporting the Union’s transition to a circular economy and meeting the
requirements of Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council(1), and in
particular Articles 4 and 12 thereof, the aim of this Directive is to ensure a progressive reduction
of landfilling of waste, in particular of waste that is suitable for recycling or other recovery,
and, by way of stringent operational and technical requirements on the waste and landfills, to
provide for measures, procedures and guidance to prevent or reduce as far as possible negative
effects on the environment, in particular the pollution of surface water, groundwater, soil and
air, and on the global environment, including the greenhouse effect, as well as any resulting risk
to human health, from landfilling of waste, during the whole life-cycle of the landfill.]

2 In respect of the technical characteristics of landfills, this Directive contains, for
those landfills to which Directive 96/61/EC is applicable, the relevant technical requirements
in order to elaborate in concrete terms the general requirements of that Directive. The relevant
requirements of Directive 96/61/EC shall be deemed to be fulfilled if the requirements of this
Directive are complied with.
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(1) [F1Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 on
waste and repealing certain Directives (OJ L 312, 22.11.2008, p. 3).]
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