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Directive 2000/30/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
6 June 2000 on the technical roadside inspection of the roadworthiness

of commercial vehicles circulating in the Community (repealed)

Article 1

1 In order to improve road safety and the environment, the purpose of this Directive shall
be to ensure that commercial vehicles circulating within the territories of the Member States
of the Community comply more fully with certain technical conditions imposed by Directive
96/96/EC.

2 This Directive establishes certain conditions for roadside inspections of the
roadworthiness of commercial vehicles circulating within the territory of the Community.

3 Without prejudice to Community regulations, this Directive shall not, however, affect
the Member States' right to carry out inspections not covered by this Directive or to check other
aspects of road transport, in particular those relating to commercial vehicles. On the other hand,
there is nothing to prevent a Member State, in the context of inspections not covered by the
scope of this Directive, from checking the items listed in Annex I in places other than on the
public highway.

Article 2

For the purposes of this Directive:
(a) ‘commercial
vehicle’

shall mean those motor vehicles and trailers defined in categories 1, 2
and 3 of Annex I to Directive 96/96/EC;

(b) ‘technical
roadside
inspection’

shall mean an inspection of a technical nature, not announced by
the authorities and therefore unexpected, of a commercial vehicle
circulating within the territory of a Member State carried out on the
public highway by the authorities, or under their supervision;

(c)
‘roadworthiness
test’

shall mean a test of a vehicle's technical roadworthiness as provided for
in Annex II to Directive 96/96/EC.

Article 3

1 Each Member State shall introduce technical roadside inspections such as will achieve
the objectives stated in Article 1 as regards commercial vehicles covered by this Directive,
bearing in mind the national arrangements applicable to such vehicles under Directive 96/96/EC.

2 Every technical roadside inspection shall be carried out without discrimination on
grounds of the nationality of the driver or of the country of registration or entry into service
of the commercial vehicle, bearing in mind the need to minimise the costs and delays entailed
for drivers and operators.

Article 4

1 A technical roadside inspection shall comprise one, two or all of the following aspects:
a a visual assessment of the maintenance condition of the commercial vehicle when

stationary;
b a check on a recent roadside technical inspection report as referred to in Article 5 or on

the documentation attesting to the vehicle's technical roadworthiness and in particular,
in the case of a vehicle registered or put into service in a Member State, proof that
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the commercial vehicle has undergone a statutory technical roadworthiness test in
accordance with Directive 96/96/EC;

c an inspection for irregularities covering one, more than one or all of the items to be
checked listed in Annex I, point 10.

2 An inspection of the braking systems and exhaust emissions shall be carried out in
accordance with the rules laid down in Annex II.

3 Before carrying out an inspection of the items listed in Annex I, point 10, the inspector
shall take into consideration the last roadworthiness certificate and/or a recent technical roadside
inspection report which the driver may produce.

The inspector may also take into consideration any other safety certificate issued by an
approved body, presented, where appropriate, by the driver.

Where these certificates and/or report prove that an inspection of one of the items listed
in Annex I, point 10, has been carried out in the course of the preceding three months,
that item shall not be checked again, except where justified in particular on the grounds
of an obvious defect and/or irregularity.

Article 5

1 The technical roadside inspection report relating to the inspection referred to in Article
4(1)(c) shall be drawn up by the authority or inspector having carried it out. A specimen report
is contained in Annex I, point 10 of which contains a checklist. The authority or inspector must
tick the relevant boxes. The report must be given to the driver of the commercial vehicle.

2 If the authority or the inspector considers that deficiencies in the maintenance of a
commercial vehicle may represent a safety risk such that, as regards the brakes in particular,
further examination is justified, the commercial vehicle may be subjected to a more elaborate
test at a testing centre in the vicinity, designated by the Member State, in accordance with Article
2 of Directive 96/96/EC.

If it becomes clear that a commercial vehicle presents a serious risk to its occupants
or other road users either during the roadside inspection referred to in Article 4(1) or
during the more elaborate test referred to in the first subparagraph of this paragraph,
use of that vehicle may be prohibited until the dangerous deficiencies discovered have
been rectified.

Article 6

Every two years, before 31 March, Member States shall communicate to the
Commission the data collected relating to the previous two years concerning the number
of commercial vehicles checked, classified by category in accordance with Annex I,
point 6 and by the country of registration, and the items checked and defects noted, on
the basis of Annex I, point 10.

The first data submitted shall cover a period of two years beginning on 1 January 2003.

The Commission shall forward this information to the European Parliament.

Article 7

1 Member States shall assist one another in applying this Directive. In particular, they
shall provide each other with details of the office(s) responsible for carrying out the checks and
of the names of contact persons.
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2 Serious deficiencies in a commercial vehicle belonging to a non-resident, in particular
those resulting in a ban on using the vehicle, shall be reported to the competent authorities of
the Member State in which the vehicle is registered or has been put into service by means of
the specimen report in Annex I, without prejudice to the prosecution in accordance with the
legislation in force in the Member States in which the deficiency was recorded.

Without prejudice to Article 5, the competent authorities of the Member State in which
a serious deficiency has been found in a commercial vehicle belonging to a non-resident
may ask the competent authorities of the Member State in which the vehicle is registered
or has been put into service to take appropriate measures with regard to the offender,
for example submitting the vehicle to a further roadworthiness inspection.

The competent authorities to which such a request is made shall notify the competent
authorities of the Member State in which the deficiencies of the commercial vehicle
were found of any measures taken with regard to the offender.

Article 8

Any amendments which are necessary to adapt Annex I or the technical standards
defined in Annex II to technical progress shall be adopted in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 9(2).

Such amendments must not, however, result in the scope of this Directive being
extended.

Article 9

1 The Commission shall be assisted by the Committee on the Adaptation to Technical
Progress set up pursuant to Article 8 of Directive 96/96/EC, hereinafter referred to as ‘the
Committee’.

2 Where reference is made to this paragraph, Articles 5 and 7 of Decision 1999/468/EC
shall apply, in compliance with the provisions of Article 8 thereof.

The period provided for in Article 5(6) of Decision 1999/468/EC shall be laid down as
three months.

3 The Committee shall adopt its rules of procedure.

Article 10

Member States shall draw up arrangements for the penalties applicable where a driver
or operator fails to abide by the technical requirements verified on the basis of this
Directive.

They shall take all necessary measures to ensure that these penalties are enforced. The
penalties thus provided for shall be effective, proportionate and dissuasive.

Article 11

Within a year of receiving the data referred to in Article 6 from the Member States, the
Commission shall submit to the Council a report on the application of this Directive
together with a summary of the results achieved.

The first report shall cover the period of two years beginning on 1 January 2003.
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Article 12

1 The Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions necessary for them to comply with this Directive [X1before 10 August 2002.] They
shall forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

2 When the Member States adopt those measures they shall include references to this
Directive or shall add such references on their official publication. The Member States shall lay
down the manner in which such references shall be made.

3 The Member States shall communicate to the Commission the texts of the provisions
of national law that they adopt in the field governed by this Directive.

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Corrigendum to Directive 2000/30/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council

of 6 June 2000 on the technical roadside inspection of the roadworthiness of commercial vehicles
circulating in the Community (Official Journal of the European Communities L 203 of 10 August
2000).

Article 13

This Directive shall enter into force on the day of its publication in the Official Journal
of the European Communities.

Article 14

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.
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