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Directive 2000/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 June
2000 relating to cocoa and chocolate products intended for human consumption

Article 2

1 The vegetable fats other than cocoa butter as defined in Annex II and listed therein
may be added to those chocolate products defined in Annex I(A)(3), (4), (5), (6), (8) and (9).
That addition may not exceed 5 % of the finished product, after deduction of the total weight
of any other edible matter used in accordance with Annex I(B), without reducing the minimum
content of cocoa butter or total dry cocoa solids.

2 Chocolate products which, pursuant to paragraph 1, contain vegetable fats other than
cocoa butter may be marketed in all of the Member States, provided that their labelling, as
provided for in Article 3, is supplemented by a conspicuous and clearly legible statement:
‘contains vegetable fats in addition to cocoa butter’. This statement shall be in the same field
of vision as the list of ingredients, clearly separated from that list, in lettering at least as large
and in bold with the sales name nearby; notwithstanding this requirement, the sales name may
also appear elsewhere.

3 Any amendments to Annex II shall be made in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 95 of the Treaty.

4 At the latest by 3 February 2006 the Commission shall, in accordance with Article 95
of the Treaty, submit, if necessary and taking into account the results of an appropriate study on
this Directive's impact on the economies of those countries producing cocoa and vegetable fats
other than cocoa butter, a proposal intended to amend the list in Annex II.


