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Directive 2001/16/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 March
2001 on the interoperability of the trans-European conventional rail system (repealed)

CHAPTER IV

Subsystems

Article 14

1 Each Member State shall authorise the putting into service of those structural
subsystems constituting the trans-European conventional rail system which are located or
operated in its territory.

To this end, Member States shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that these
subsystems may be put into service only if they are designed, constructed and installed
in such a way as to meet the essential requirements concerning them when integrated
into the trans-European conventional rail system. In particular, they shall check the
compatibility of these subsystems with the system into which they are being integrated.

2 Each Member State shall check when they are put into service and at regular intervals
thereafter, that these subsystems are operated and maintained in accordance with the essential
requirements concerning them.

3 In the event of renewal or upgrading, the manager of the rail infrastructure or enterprise
shall send the Member State concerned a file describing the project. The Member State shall
examine this file and, taking account of the implementation strategy indicated in the applicable
TSI, shall decide whether the size of the works means that a new authorisation for putting into
service within the meaning of this Directive is needed. This authorisation for putting into service
is required each time the safety level may be affected by the works envisaged.

Article 15

Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 19, Member States may not, in their
territory and on grounds concerning this Directive, prohibit, restrict or hinder the
construction, putting into service and operating of structural subsystems constituting
the trans-European conventional rail system which meet the essential requirements. In
particular, they may not require checks which have already been carried out as part of
the procedure leading to the ‘EC’ declaration of verification, the components of which
are set out in Annex V.

Article 16

1 Member States shall consider as being interoperable and meeting the essential
requirements concerning them, those structural subsystems constituting the trans-European
conventional rail system which are covered by the ‘EC’ declaration of verification.

2 Verification of the interoperability, in accordance with the essential requirements,
of a structural subsystem constituting the trans-European conventional rail system shall be
established by reference to TSIs where they exist.

3 As regards the period prior to the publication of TSIs, Member States shall send the
other Member States and the Commission, for each subsystem, a list of the technical rules in use
for implementing the essential requirements. This shall be notified not later than 20 March 2002.
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Article 17

Where it appears that the TSIs do not fully meet the essential requirements the
Committee referred to in Article 21 may be consulted at the request of a Member State
or on the initiative of the Commission.

Article 18

1 In order to establish the ‘EC’ declaration of verification, the procurement entity or its
official representative shall invite the notified body that it has selected for that purpose to apply
the ‘EC’ verification procedure referred to in Annex VI.

2 The task of the notified body responsible for the ‘EC’ verification of a subsystem shall
begin at the design stage and cover the entire manufacturing period through to the acceptance
stage before the subsystem is put into service. It shall also cover verification of the interfaces of
the subsystem in question with the system into which it is incorporated, based on the information
available in the relevant TSI and in the registers provided for in Article 24.

3 The notified body shall be responsible for compiling the technical file that has to
accompany the ‘EC’ declaration of verification. This technical file must contain all the necessary
documents relating to the characteristics of the subsystem and, where appropriate, all the
documents certifying conformity of the interoperability constituents. It should also contain all
the elements relating to the conditions and limits of use and to the instructions concerning
servicing, constant or routine monitoring, adjustment and maintenance.

Article 19

1 Where a Member State finds that a structural subsystem covered by the ‘EC’
declaration of verification accompanied by the technical file does not fully comply with this
Directive and in particular does not meet the essential requirements, it may request that
additional checks be carried out.

2 The Member State making the request shall forthwith inform the Commission of any
additional checks requested and set out the substantiating reasons therefor. The Commission
shall without delay initiate the procedure provided for in Article 21(2).


