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Directive 2001/83/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 November
2001 on the Community code relating to medicinal products for human use

TITLE IV

MANUFACTURE AND IMPORTATION

Article 51

1 Member States shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the qualified
person referred to in Article 48, without prejudice to his relationship with the holder of the
manufacturing authorization, is responsible, in the context of the procedures referred to in
Article 52, for securing:

a in the case of medicinal products manufactured within the Member States concerned,
that each batch of medicinal products has been manufactured and checked in
compliance with the laws in force in that Member State and in accordance with the
requirements of the marketing authorization;

[F1b in the case of medicinal products coming from third countries, irrespective of whether
the product has been manufactured in the Community, that each production batch has
undergone in a Member State a full qualitative analysis, a quantitative analysis of at
least all the active substances and all the other tests or checks necessary to ensure the
quality of medicinal products in accordance with the requirements of the marketing
authorisation.]

[F2The qualified person referred to in Article 48 shall in the case of medicinal products
intended to be placed on the market in the Union, ensure that the safety features referred
to in point (o) of Article 54 have been affixed on the packaging.]

The batches of medicinal products which have undergone such controls in a Member
State shall be exempt from the controls if they are marketed in another Member State,
accompanied by the control reports signed by the qualified person.

2 In the case of medicinal products imported from a third country, where appropriate
arrangements have been made by the Community with the exporting country to ensure that the
manufacturer of the medicinal product applies standards of good manufacturing practice at least
equivalent to those laid down by the Community, and to ensure that the controls referred to
under point (b) of the first subparagraph of paragraph 1 have been carried out in the exporting
country, the qualified person may be relieved of responsibility for carrying out those controls.

3 In all cases and particularly where the medicinal products are released for sale, the
qualified person must certify in a register or equivalent document provided for that purpose,
that each production batch satisfies the provisions of this Article; the said register or equivalent
document must be kept up to date as operations are carried out and must remain at the disposal
of the agents of the competent authority for the period specified in the provisions of the Member
State concerned and in any event for at least five years.
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as regards the prevention of the entry into the legal supply chain of falsified medicinal products (Text
with EEA relevance).
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