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Directive 2002/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 27 June 2002 establishing a Community vessel traffic monitoring
and information system and repealing Council Directive 93/75/EEC

TITLE I

SHIP REPORTING AND MONITORING

Article 4

Notification prior to entry into ports of the Member States

1 The operator, agent or master of a ship bound for a port of a Member State shall notify
the information in Annex I(1) to the port authority:

a at least twenty-four hours in advance; or
b at the latest, at the time the ship leaves the previous port, if the voyage time is less than

twenty-four hours; or
c if the port of call is not known or it is changed during the voyage, as soon as this

information is available.

2 Ships coming from a port outside the Community and bound for a port of a Member
State carrying dangerous or polluting goods, shall comply with the notification obligations of
Article 13.

Article 5

Monitoring of ships entering the area of mandatory ship reporting systems

1 The Member State concerned shall monitor and take all necessary and appropriate
measures to ensure that all ships entering the area of a mandatory ship reporting system,
adopted by the IMO according to Regulation 11 Chapter V of the SOLAS Convention and
operated by one or more States, of which at least one is a Member State, in accordance with the
relevant guidelines and criteria developed by the IMO, comply with that system in reporting the
information required without prejudice to additional information required by a Member State
in accordance with IMO Resolution A.851(20).

2 When submitting a new mandatory ship reporting system to the IMO for adoption or
a proposal to amend an existing reporting system, a Member State shall include in its proposal
at least the information referred to in Annex I(4).

Article 6

Use of automatic identification systems

1 Any ship calling at a port of a Member State must, in accordance with the timetable
set out in Annex II(I), be fitted with an AIS which meets the performance standards drawn up
by the IMO.
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2 Ships fitted with an AIS, shall maintain it in operation at all times except where
international agreements, rules or standards provide for the protection of navigational
information.

[F1Article 6a

Use of automatic identification systems (AIS) by fishing vessels

Any fishing vessel with an overall length of more than 15 metres and flying the flag
of a Member State and registered in the Community, or operating in the internal waters
or territorial sea of a Member State, or landing its catch in the port of a Member State
shall, in accordance with the timetable set out in Annex II, part I(3), be fitted with an
AIS (Class A) which meets the performance standards drawn up by the IMO.

Fishing vessels equipped with AIS shall maintain it in operation at all times. In
exceptional circumstances, AIS may be switched off where the master considers this
necessary in the interest of the safety or security of his vessel.

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Directive 2009/17/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009

amending Directive 2002/59/EC establishing a Community vessel traffic monitoring and information
system (Text with EEA relevance).

Article 6b

Use of systems for the long-range identification and tracking of ships (LRIT)

1 Ships to which SOLAS regulation V/19-1 and the performance standards and
functional requirements adopted by the IMO apply shall carry LRIT equipment complying with
that regulation, when calling at a port of a Member State.

Member States and the Commission shall cooperate to determine the requirements
concerning the fitting of equipment for transmitting LRIT information on board ships
sailing in waters within the coverage of AIS fixed-based stations of Member States, and
shall submit to the IMO any appropriate measures.

2 The Commission shall cooperate with Member States to establish an LRIT European
Data Centre in charge of processing long-range identification and tracking information.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Directive 2009/17/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009

amending Directive 2002/59/EC establishing a Community vessel traffic monitoring and information
system (Text with EEA relevance).
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Article 7

Use of ship's routing systems

1 Member States shall monitor and take all necessary and appropriate measures to
ensure that all ships entering the area of a mandatory ships' routing system adopted by the IMO
according to Regulation 10 Chapter V of the SOLAS Convention and operated by one or more
States, of which at least one is a Member State, use the system in accordance with the relevant
guidelines and criteria developed by the IMO.

2 When implementing a ship's routing system, which has not been adopted by the
IMO, under their responsibility, Member States shall take into account, wherever possible, the
guidelines and criteria developed by the IMO and promulgate all information necessary for the
safe and effective use of the ship's routing system.

Article 8

Monitoring of the compliance of ships with vessel traffic services

Member States shall monitor and take all necessary and appropriate measures to ensure
that:

(a) ships entering the area of applicability of a VTS operated by one or more States, of
which at least one is a Member State, within their territorial sea and based on the
guidelines developed by the IMO, participate in, and comply with, the rules of that
VTS;

(b) ships flying the flag of a Member State or ships bound for a port of a Member State
and entering the area of applicability of such a VTS outside the territorial sea of a
Member State and based on the guidelines developed by the IMO, comply with the
rules of that VTS;

(c) ships flying the flag of a third State and not bound for a port in a Member State
entering a VTS area outside the territorial sea of a Member State, follow the rules of
that VTS wherever possible. Member States should report to the flag State concerned
any apparent serious breach of those rules in such a VTS area.

Article 9

Infrastructure for ship reporting systems,
ships' routing systems and vessel traffic services

1 Member States shall take all necessary and appropriate measures to provide
themselves gradually, on a time-schedule compatible with the timetable set out in Annex II(I),
with appropriate equipment and shore-based installations for receiving and utilising the AIS
information taking into account a necessary range for transmission of the reports.

2 The process of building up all necessary equipment and shore-based installations for
implementing this Directive shall be completed by the end of 2007. Member States shall ensure
that the appropriate equipment for relaying the information to, and exchanging it between, the
national systems of Member States shall be operational at the latest one year thereafter.



4 Directive 2002/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June...
TITLE I

Document Generated: 2023-09-07
Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After

IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

3 Member States shall ensure that the coastal stations in charge of monitoring the
compliance with vessel traffic services and ships' routing systems have sufficient and properly
qualified staff available, as well as appropriate means of communication and ship monitoring
and that they operate in accordance with the relevant IMO guidelines.

Article 10

Voyage data recorder systems

1 Member States shall monitor and take all necessary and appropriate measures to ensure
that ships calling at a port of a Member State are fitted with a voyage data recorder (VDR)
system in accordance with the rules laid down in Annex II(II). Any exemptions granted to ro-
ro ferries or high-speed passenger craft under Article 4(1)(d) of Council Directive 1999/35/EC
of 29 April 1999 on a system of mandatory surveys for the safe operation of regular ro-ro ferry
and high-speed passenger craft services(1) shall terminate on 5 August 2002.

2 Data which have been collected from a VDR system shall be made available to the
Member State concerned in the event of an investigation following a casualty occurring within
the waters under the jurisdiction of a Member State. Member States shall ensure that such data
are used in the investigation and are properly analysed. Member States shall ensure that the
findings of the investigation are published as soon as possible after its conclusion.

F2Article 11

[F2Casualty investigation]

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F2 Deleted by Directive 2009/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009

establishing the fundamental principles governing the investigation of accidents in the maritime
transport sector and amending Council Directive 1999/35/EC and Directive 2002/59/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council (Text with EEA relevance).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2009/18
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(1) OJ L 138, 1.6.1999, p. 1.

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.1999.138.01.0001.01.ENG

