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Council Directive 2003/109/EC of 25 November 2003 concerning
the status of third-country nationals who are long-term residents

CHAPTER III

RESIDENCE IN THE OTHER MEMBER STATES

Article 22

Withdrawal of residence permit and obligation to readmit

1 Until the third-country national has obtained long-term resident status, the second
Member State may decide to refuse to renew or to withdraw the resident permit and to oblige
the person concerned and his/her family members, in accordance with the procedures provided
for by national law, including removal procedures, to leave its territory in the following cases:

a on grounds of public policy or public security as defined in Article 17;
b where the conditions provided for in Articles 14, 15 and 16 are no longer met;
c where the third-country national is not lawfully residing in the Member State concerned.

2 If the second Member State adopts one of the measures referred to in paragraph 1,
the first Member State shall immediately readmit without formalities the long-term resident and
his/her family members. The second Member State shall notify the first Member State of its
decision.

3 Until the third-country national has obtained long-term resident status and without
prejudice to the obligation to readmit referred to in paragraph 2, the second Member State
may adopt a decision to remove the third-country national from the territory of the Union, in
accordance with and under the guarantees of Article 12, on serious grounds of public policy
or public security.

In such cases, when adopting the said decision the second Member State shall consult
the first Member State.

When the second Member State adopts a decision to remove the third-country national
concerned, it shall take all the appropriate measures to effectively implement it. In such
cases the second Member State shall provide to the first Member State appropriate
information with respect to the implementation of the removal decision.

[F13a Unless, in the meantime, the international protection has been withdrawn or the person
falls within one of the categories specified in Article 21(2) of Directive 2004/83/EC, paragraph 3
of this Article shall not apply to third-country nationals whose long-term resident’s EU residence
permit issued by the first Member State contains the remark referred to in Article 8(4) of this
Directive.

This paragraph shall be without prejudice to Article 21(1) of Directive 2004/83/EC.]
4 Removal decisions may not be accompanied by a permanent ban on residence in the
cases referred to in paragraph 1(b) and (c).
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5 The obligation to readmit referred to in paragraph 2 shall be without prejudice to the
possibility of the long-term resident and his/her family members moving to a third Member
State.

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Directive 2011/51/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 May 2011

amending Council Directive 2003/109/EC to extend its scope to beneficiaries of international
protection (Text with EEA relevance).
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