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Council Directive 2003/85/EC of 29 September 2003 on Community
measures for the control of foot-and-mouth disease repealing

Directive 85/511/EEC and Decisions 89/531/EEC and 91/665/
EEC and amending Directive 92/46/EEC (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER II

CONTROL OF OUTBREAKS OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

SECTION 1

NOTIFICATION

Article 3

Foot-and-mouth disease notification

1 Member States shall ensure that:
a foot-and-mouth disease is listed by the competent authority as a compulsorily notifiable

disease;
b the owner and any person attending animals, accompanying animals during transport or

looking after animals shall be obliged to notify without delay to the competent authority
or the official veterinarian the presence or suspected presence of foot-and-mouth disease
and keep animals infected with foot-and-mouth disease or animals suspected of being
infected, away from places where other animals of susceptible species are at risk of
being infected or contaminated with the foot-and-mouth disease virus;

c veterinary practitioners, official veterinarians, senior staff of veterinary or other official
or private laboratories and any person with a occupational relation to animals of
susceptible species or products derived from such animals shall be obliged to notify
without delay to the competent authority any knowledge of the presence or suspected
presence of foot-and-mouth disease they have obtained prior to official intervention
within the framework of this Directive.

2 Without prejudice to existing Community legislation on notification of outbreaks of
animal disease, the Member State on whose territory an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease or
a primary case of foot-and-mouth disease in wild animals is confirmed shall give notification
of the disease and provide information and written reports to the Commission and the other
Member States in accordance with Annex II.


