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ANNEX I

CRITERIA REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 2(1)(A)

The significance of any damage that has adverse effects on reaching or maintaining the
favourable conservation status of habitats or species has to be assessed by reference to the
conservation status at the time of the damage, the services provided by the amenities they
produce and their capacity for natural regeneration. Significant adverse changes to the baseline
condition should be determined by means of measurable data such as:
— the number of individuals, their density or the area covered,
— the role of the particular individuals or of the damaged area in relation to the species

or to the habitat conservation, the rarity of the species or habitat (assessed at local,
regional and higher level including at Community level),

— the species' capacity for propagation (according to the dynamics specific to that species
or to that population), its viability or the habitat's capacity for natural regeneration
(according to the dynamics specific to its characteristic species or to their populations),

— the species' or habitat's capacity, after damage has occurred, to recover within a short
time, without any intervention other than increased protection measures, to a condition
which leads, solely by virtue of the dynamics of the species or habitat, to a condition
deemed equivalent or superior to the baseline condition.

Damage with a proven effect on human health must be classified as significant damage.

The following does not have to be classified as significant damage:
— negative variations that are smaller than natural fluctuations regarded as normal for

the species or habitat in question,
— negative variations due to natural causes or resulting from intervention relating to the

normal management of sites, as defined in habitat records or target documents or as
carried on previously by owners or operators,

— damage to species or habitats for which it is established that they will recover, within
a short time and without intervention, either to the baseline condition or to a condition
which leads, solely by virtue of the dynamics of the species or habitat, to a condition
deemed equivalent or superior to the baseline condition.


